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WILLIAM PITT, Eſq. 
&c. Ec. &c. 


SIR, 


HE Publiſher of hs papers is ſen- 
ſible, that the. time « devoted to the care 
of nations, is too valuable to be ſpared 

to the peruſal of them ; yet he ſhould think 
himſelf guilty of a breach of the general gra- 
titude, which, at this time, ſwells every 
honeſt heart in Britain, 1f he omitted to lay 
at your feet, a work, in which every occa- 
ſion of diſplaying the bleſſings of a good ad- 
miniſtration, appears to have been ſought 
with pleaſure, and dwelt upon with judg- 
ment. REES, 

Taz genius of my author was evidently 
ſo averſe to adulation, that it would be do- 
ing him the fevereſt injuſtice, to join 'any 
thing to his work, which even envy could 
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poſiibly pervert to ſuch a motive, by inſiuat- 
ing, that the pifures he draws, in many 
places, of national good condu&t, and the 
happy effects of it, are a panegyric on pre- 
ſent, not a repreſentation of imaginary ſcenes. 


A SENSE. of this precludes me from the 
pleaſure of illuſtrating his remarks with par- 
ticular inſtances; but, in return for that 
painful ſelf-denial, I muſt be indulged in a 
profeſſion of the joy, with. which I (as muſt 
every Briton whoſe heart feels for his coun- 
try) congratulate myſelf, on my happy fate, 
in living under an adminiſtration, in which 
the flights of imagination of a viſionary re- 
cluſe, dead ſo. many years ago, may be ta- 
ken for a relation of the real events of the 
preſent times. | 


Here my addreſs to Mr. PiTT muſt ſtop! 
But nothing can ever ſtop my prayers to 
Heaven for the preſervation and happineſs 
_ of a life, on whoſe labours the welfare, not 
only of this mighty empire, but alſo of the 
_ greater part of Europe, do now ſo eminently 
depend, 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


THE very favourable reception, which the 
former edition of this work, mutilated 
and imperfect as it was, met with from the 
Public, has encouraged the Editor to uſe 
every poſſible means, for the recovery of the 
reſt of the manuſcript. 

Such an attempt was neceſſarily tedious, 
troubleſome, and expenſive in going to all 
the cuſtomers of the chandler's ſhop, where 
It was firſt met with, prevailing upon them 
to ſearch cup-boards, holes and corners, 
wherever they might poſſibly have laid up 
any thing that was wrapped 1n it, and pur- 
halls the ſcraps which could be found ; 
for ſuch an inquiry made them naturally 
imagine, that the papers were of ſome, con- 
fiderable value, and of courſe demand an 
extravagant price for them. 

His own trouble and expence. he thinks 
well rewarded, by the many moſt curious. 
and intereſting parts of the work, which he 


had the 00d fortune to recover; and he WM 


hopes the Public will excuſe the unavoidable 
delay of this impreſſion, on the ſame ac- 
count, | | 
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The parts thus recovered, he has inſerted 
in their proper places, without any oftenta- 
tious mark or note; and though they a- 
mount to very near a third part of the 
whole, as it now ſtands, and would have 
| been amply ſufficient to have made another 
volume ; to evince the ſincerity of his grate- 
ful defire to give pleaſure to his readers, and 
acquit himſelf of all ſuſpiciqn of mercenary 
detign, he has added them to this edition, 
' by printing it in a ſmaller letter than the 
former, and by that means ayoided enhan- 
Cing the price. OR 3 
He had flattered himſelf, that the candid 
account of the manner in which this work 
came into his hands, which he prefixed to 
the former edition, would have obviated 
every in{inuation of its being levelled at par- 
ticular characters ; but every puny critic was 
1o tond of ſhewing his ſagacity, by finding 
out reſemblances, and ſo zealous in ſupport 
_ of his conjeCtures, that the editor's honeſt 
intention was in a great meaſure diſap- 
pointed. : ON, 
The diſingenuity and abſurdity of this is 
evident! in painting a number of . faces, 
though merely from the artiſt's imagination, 
if he deſigns well, and 'imitates nature with 
Judgment, it is impoſſible but many features 
w1ll have a likeneſs to many perſons, whom 
he may have never ſeen or thought of, as 
they are all drawn from the ſame prototype 
Oo: FE 
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This is the reaſon of the reſemblance be- 
1ween particular perſons; and as juſtly might 
it be ſaid, that wherever this appears, the 
parties muſt be brothers, as that, in a gene- 
ral deſcription of nature, every feature that 
happens to reſemble any particular perſon, 
was drawn from him. 

Between theſe accidental reſemblances of 
nature, and the deſigned ones of art, there 
is always this difference, that the latter bear 
in every part, whereas the others hit only 
upon one or two particular features. 'Thus 
HocarTHn, or Howe, ſhall take off. ſuch a 
likeneſs, not only of the features and ſhape, 
but alfo of the air and ſentimental expreſſion 
of the whole face and perſon, that the niceſt 
eye ſhall not find the leaſt difference between 
the work of the pencil, and that of the hand 
of Nature ; whereas there never was ſuch a 
reſemblance in any two inſtances of the lat- 
ter, that there was not ſome difference, that 
immediately and eſſentially diſtinguiſhed 
them from each other. _ 

This, ' invariably juſt, obſervation will, to 
every candid mind, vindicate this work from 
the moſt diſtant impuration, of aiming at 
particular characters, and in the reſemblan- 
ces, which have been moſt confidently al- 
edged, there are many features fo utterly 
unlike, many differences 1o eflentially irre- 
concileable with the fancied originals thar 
the injuſtice of ſuch a charge mult inſtantly 
appear, 
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This is another proof of this performance 


being a work of mere imagination, which 


will icarce be diſputed by thoſe who may not 
attend to the force of 'this reaſoning, juſt 


and concluſive as it is ; which 1s, that it was 


publiſhed a conſiderable time, before many 
of the events, which it ſeems moſt particu- 


larly to deſcribe, happened ; ſuch, for in- 
ſtance, as the,attempt of the Dutch in India, 
-the forbidding to attempt intluencing par- 


liamentary elections, and many others, which, 


the judicious reader muſt be ſenſible, there 


was not the leaſt reaſon to dire& the molt 
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| (To the firſt Eprrion) | 
BY THE PUBLISHER. 


"FS; acquit myſelf of the fuſpicio of preſuming to. 
aim at particular charaQers in the following 
| Work, ſhould any fancied likeneſs be thought to di- 
re& any application, as well as do juſtice to the rea! 
author of it; I think it my duty to make known the. 
manner by which it happened to come into my hands. 

As I was walking one morning, laſt ſummer, along 
White Chapel, I was obliged to take ſhelter from a 
ſhower of rain in a cottage near the turnpike. The fa- 
mily were at breakfaſt, at their tea, and, as the rain 
continued, I had leiſure to refle& on the advantages 
of commerce, which thus, in a manner, joins the op-_ 
polite extremities of the earth, by bringing their pro- 
duds together ; at the ſame time, thar the variety in 
the equipage of the tea-table, or indeed, ſtool, on 
which ** there was nothing of a piece,” ſuggeſted 2 
juſt ridicule on the vanity of luxury. 

This laſt refleion was extended to all the purſuits 
of man, on the ſight of a piece of written paper that 
ſerved inſtead of a plate to hold their butter, — 
* Who knows (thought T) but the writer of this be- 
* ſtowed time and care upon It, and promiſed him- 


*« ſelf both profit and fame, in reward of his la-" We 


* bour?” | 

— This thought prompted curioſity to look at the pa- 
per, which, by this time, was ſcraped quite clean. I 
therefore, after a few words of conyerſation, to intro- 
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4uce my. requeſt, deſired leave to ſee it, which was 
readily granted; when I was ſurpriſed to find my 
conjeRtures, as I imagined, confirmed, by its appear. 
ing to be part of fome regular work. 
Curioſity had now a ſtronger motive, than idle 
gratification ! I aſked where they had got that paper; 
and 'on their telling me at the chandler's ſhop next 
door, though this diſcouraged me a good deal, I re- 
ſolvedto purſue my inquiry, and went to the ſhop, as 
it for ſome ſnuff, which, as I expeRed, was gon me 
on a piece of the ſame paper. 
The rain ſtill giving me a pretence for delaying 
there, I entered into diſcourſe with the woman, - and, 
among other idle queſtions, aſked her where ſhe uſually 
got paper to wrap her wares in, to which ſhe anſwer. 
ed, <©* Sometimes from the public offices, and ſome- 


« times from the bookſellers and printers ;- and, 
«© when ſhe was diſappointed at thoſe places, ſhe 


«© was forced to buy brown paper, which was much 
« dearer; though, at preſent, ſhe made uſe of ſome 
«« old ſtuff that had lain a great while lumberipg her 
«« garret, having belonged to a lodger of her mo- 
© ther's, who died many years ago.” 
T then changed the diſcourſe, for fear ſhe ſhould 
perceive my deſign ; but preſently ſeeing her going to 
tear more, for ſomebody elſe that.came in, I could not 
forbear any longer, but offered her brown paper for 
all the written paper ſhe had, as that avas moſt proper 
for ſome work I defigned, which ſhe readily agreed to, 
and ſold me her whole ſtock for eighteen-pence. 
"Mp This adventure put anend to my walk ; ſo L took the 
I firſt coach that went by, and hurried home to examine 
| re "IN my purchaſe, which I found to confift of a number 
of fragments, upon various ſubjets, whether origi- 
rally left unfiniſhed, or torn thus in the chandler's 
ſhop, - it was impoſlible to ſay: and, among the reſt, 
the following work, which ſeemed to have undergone 
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a different, though not much better fate, being blot- 
ted in many places, often paragraphs, and ſometimes ' 
whole pages being eraſed ; -and, what was worſe, this 
havoc was made in the moſt curious and entertaining 
part of the whole, the philoſophy of the nature and agency 
of ſpirits. 

The oddity of this colleQion.made me reſolve to FO 
if I could learn any thing of the author, from the 
woman of the ſhop where I had made my purchaſe ; 
accordingly, I called upon her one evening, as if mere- 
ly by accident, and ſending for a pint of wine, to ſet 
her tongue a going, I no' ſooner hinted my deſire, 
than ſhe diretly gave me the following account, 
which I ſhall repeat as nearly as poſlible, in her own 
words, -ſhorteniog 1t oply of expletive exclamations 
and repetitions. 

* My father (faid ſhe) dying young, and leaving 
* his family but poorly, my mother took this ſhop 
«« to help her to bring up three children, of whom TI, 
« the eldeſt was but five years old. The times being 
© hard, ſhe was obliged to make every honeſt ſhift, 
* and therefore took in lodgers, and, among the reſt, 
an elderly man who rented the garret to ſleep in, 
« and a little turret in the garden, which he fitted 
*© up for himſelf for a work-ſhop : but what buſineſs 
«© he followed ſhe never knew, as he let no-body ſee 

him at work ; nor did ſhe trouble herſelf to inquire, 
- as he always paid her puncually ; but ſhe 1imagin- 
ed he was a ſmith of ſome ſort, from the quantities 


of charcoal he burned, and the contiant blowing of 
«his bellows. 


cc 
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{© In this place he ſpent all hls. time, often not A J 


** Quitting it for whole days and nights together, till - 
** hunger has forced him to crawl like a ſtarved rat 
** out of his hole, to get a bit of victuals. 

* At firſt my mother was uneaſy at this, and ima- 
_ © gining he muſt be our ef 4is mind, or troubled in 
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«* conſcience, ſhe ſpoke about him! to a worthy. gen. 
« tleman, a clergyman that lived in the neighbour. 
«© hood ; but he coming to ſee him at a time when he 
««< had a clean ſhirt on, and had eat his vituals, and 
«« ſlept regularly for ſome time before, his diſcourſe 
«© was ſo ſenſible and pleaſant, that the door could 
& not help telling him the cauſe of his viſit, as a 
<< joke at my mother, to whom he ſaid, when he was 
«© going away, that ſo far from being mad, he be. 
«« lieved her lodger was the beſt ſcholar in the whole 
«c pariſh. 

«© My mother's good-nature had like to have loſt 
* her her lodger ; for as ſoon as the doQtor was gone, 
<< he gave her warning ; but upon her promiſing ne- 
*«© ver to be guilty of the like indiſcretion again, nor 
« trouble herſelf any farther about him, than juſt to 
«« give him what he ſhould call for, he conſented to ſtay. 
_ «© From that time he lived among us as unnoticed 
« as he could defire, following his buſineſs without 
«© diſturbance from any one, nor appearing to give 
«« himſelf the leaſt trouble about that of any other 
«« perſon living, except it was me, whom he taught 
&«& to read, and ſaid he would make his heir. An un- 
« happy heirſhip, I am ſure, for me; for it hindered 
« my marrying Jack Twift the rope-maker, who is 
*© now the toppingeſt man in all Radclif-highway, and 
*« then offered to take me in my ſhift. 

« But there's no help for that now! Luck is all ! 
«© To be ſure we thought he mult be ſome extraordi- 
* nary man, for he never wanted money, and then 


= *< we uſed to hear him talking to himſelf ſometimes, 


* as if all the world was his own, of building colleges, 
** churches and. houſes, and altering St. Paul's, and 1 do 
*« not know what great things; and, one Cay in pat- 
«* ticular, I remember he ſaid, before us all, that, 
. *© before ſeven years, he would hire an army, that 
* ſhould drive the Pefe and the Devil (Lord bleſs us) 
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& out of Rome; for to be ſure, he would talk before 
« ys, as if we could not hear him, as we would alſo 
« do any thing before him, as freely as if he was a 
« catora dog! Well, as I was ſaying it was no won- 
« der, to be ſure, that ſuch ignorant poor folks as 
« we, ſhould think much of him, eſpecially after 
*« what the door ſaid, and accordingly build great 
© hopes upon his promiſes, 

« He went on thus for near twenty years, no ſoul 
« ever coming near him, nor he going out, above 
« once or twice ina year, and then not ſtaying above 
«© an hour or two ata time. 

«« At length his health began to break very much, 
« which made my mother often ſpeak to him not to 
« work ſo hard, for he had been with us ſo long, 
« and was ſo quiet, and paid ſo honeſtly, that we all 
« loved him as if he was qur father. But her advice 
« was all to no purpoſe ; he ſtill went on, bidding 
«© her not trouble herſelf, nor be afraid about him. 


«« But this did not ſatisfy her; and one day, when 


* he had been locked up from the morning before, 
« without having any vicuals, or going to bed, the 
«« reſolved to break Oro his orders, and call him 
** to dinner. 

«© When ſhe came to the turret, which he called 
« his laboratory, ſhe tapped gently at the door, but 
« recelving no anſwer, nor hearing any noiſe within, 
« the was ſo frighted, that ſhe called me, to fetch the 
* kitchen pocker, with which ſhe made a ſhift to 
« force it open, when we found the poor man ſtretch- 
«« ed at his length upon the floor, to all appearance 
«ce dead. 

* This ſhocked us greatly ; but we did not alarm 
* the neighbours, as we imagined there were things 
«« of value there, that might be miſplaced, or taken 


*« away In the confuſion : we therefore raiſed him up - 


«* ourſelyes, and after a little while, perceiving 
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«* conſcience, ſhe ſpoke about him? to a worthy. gens 
«« tleman, a clergyman that lived in the neighbour. 
*© hood ; but he coming to ſee him ata time when he 
«© had a clean ſhirt on, and had eat his vituals, and 
«« ſlept regularly for ſome time before, his diſcourſe 
«© was ſo ſenſible and pleaſant, that the door could 
* not help telling him the cauſe of his viſit, as a 
<< joke at my mother, to whom he ſaid, when he was 
«© going away, that ſo far from being mad, he be. 
<< lieved her lodger was the beſt ſcholar in the whole 
«« pariſh. 

«© My mother's good-nature had like to have loſt 
«© her her lodger ; for as ſoon as the door was gone, 
<* he gave her warning ; but upon her promiſing ne- 
«© yer to be guilty of the like indiſcretion again, nor 
*© trouble herſelf any farther about him, than juſt to 
ec give him what he ſhould call for, he conſented to ſtay. 

«© From that time he lived among us as unnoticed 
« as he could deſire, following his buſineſs without 
« diſturbance from any one, nor appearing to pive 
«« himſelf the leaſt trouble about that of any other 
«< perſon living, except it was me, whom he taught 
« to read, and ſaid he would make his heir. An un- 
« happy heirſhip, I am ſure, for me for it hindered 
« my marrying Tack Twiſt the rope-maker, who is 
*« now the toppingeſt man in all Ragcliff- highway, and 
* then offered to take me in my ſhift. 

« But there's no help for that now! Luck is all! 
« To be ſure we thought he muſt be ſome extraordi- 
* nary man, for he never wanted money, and then 
*© we uſed to hear him talking to himſelf ſometimes, 
© asSif all the world was his own, of building colleges, 
churches and houſes, and altering St. Paul's, and 1 do 
not know what great things ; and, one Cay in par- 
« ticular, I remember he ſaid, before us all, that, 
. *© before ſeven years, he would hire an army, that 
** ſhould drive the Pepe and the Devil (Lord bleſs us) 
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* out of Rome; for to be ſure, he would talk before 
« ys, as if we could not hear him, as we would alſo 
« do any thing before him, as freely as if he was a 
« catora dog! Well, as I was ſaying it was no won= 
« der, to be ſure, that ſuch ignorant poor folks as 
« we, ſhould think much of him, eſpecially after 
*« what the doQtor ſaid, and accordingly build great 
© hopes upon his promiles. 

** He went on thus for near twenty years, no ſoul 
* ever coming near him, nor he going out, above 


&« once or twice ina year, and then not ſtaying above 


« an hour or two ata time. 

*« At length his health began to break very much, 
« which made my mother often ſpeak to him not to 
« work ſo hard, for he had been with us fo long, 
« and was ſo quiet, and paid ſo honeſtly, that we all 
« loved him as if he was qur father. But her advice 
« was all to no purpoſe ; he ſtill went on, bidding 
« her not trouble herſelf, nor be afraid about him. 
«« But this did not ſatisfy her; and one day, when 
* he had been locked up from the morning before, 
* without having any victuals, or going to bed, {he 
«© reſolved to break Fong his orders, and call him 
* to dinner. 

« When ſhe came to the turret, which he called 
« his laberatory, ſhe tapped gently at the door, but 
« receiving no anſwer, nor hearing any noiſe within, 
« ſhe was ſo frighted, that ſhe called me, to fetch the 
* kitchen pocker, with which ſhe made a ſhift to 
«* force it open, when we found the poor man ſtretch- 
«« ed at his length upon the floor, to all appearance 
«« dead, 

« This ſhocked us greatly ; but we did not alarm 
* the neighbours, as we imagined there were things 
« of value there, that might be miſplaced, or taken 


*« away In the confuſion : we therefore raiſed him up - 


** ourſelves, and after a little while, perceiving 
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« ſigns of life, carried him in and laid him in ous 
© own bed, and pouring ſome drops into his mouth 
«<'and nofe, at length brought him to himſelf ; when 
«« his firſt care was to enquire for the key of the tur- 
<< ret, and whether any one elſe had been there,. or 
_ «© any thing in it fttrred : our anſwers ſatisfying him, 
© he ſeemed quite eaſy, and in a little time recover. 
«*« ed, to all appearance as well as ever, 

« From this time, he changed his way of life a 
«© good deal; and though he was much in the tur. 
<< ret, which we obſerved he ever after called his fuy, 
<< and not his /aboratory, he never ſat up whole nights 
*© in it, as before, nor bought any more charcoal, nor 
<< even oil for his lamp, but went to bed orderly when 
<< we did. 

© But this change came too late, for, about ſix 
«© months after, we found him one morning dead in 
| *© his bed; though he had been as cheary the evening 
*© before, as he had for a long time. 

*© This was a great ſurpriſe and concern to us! 
<© But what avails grief? we muſt all die, and he was 
* a very old man. As ſoon as we were certain that 

© he was dead, the firſt thing my mother and I did, 
' «« was to £0 to the turret, impatient enough to take 
«© poſſeſſion of our heirſhip ; where, Lord help our 
«© poor heads! what did we find? only a few great 
© old books, and thoſe papers you got; the very 
<< bellows, and tools, and pots that we ſaw there 
«« before, being all gone, and no more ſign of a 
«work-ſhop to be ſeen, than if it was not the ſame 
'«© place we had been in but ſix months before. What 
.*© he could have done with his things we could not i- 
"«« magine, for we never obſerved him to carry them 
«© gut, ſo that we concluded he muſt have burned 
'«« them, | | | / 

© 'This was a ſore diſappointment to me, not to 
«* mention the loſs to mv mother, to whom he owed 
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z« a quarter's rent, beſides an account of near twenty 
« ſhillings in the ſhop ; and ſeven ſhillings and two- 
« pence half-penny was all the money in his pocket; 
« nor did we ever find one penny more after him, 
« though we ſearched cloſe enough !—Well! patience 
« is a remedy for all things, but death! We were 
« forced to ſubmit; though I cannot help grieving, 
« when I think of it to this day, eſpecially when I fee 
« Peg Sprout, the green woman's daughter from Wap- 
« 4ing, that Fack Twiſt married out of deſpair, when 
« [ refuſed him, ride by in her chaiſe, like a lady; 
« and it is now thirty years ago !—No let me ſee! 
« jt will be exaQtly twenty-nine yeats come next 
* Michaelmas ; I am ſure Thave reaſon to remember it. 
« well, for my poor mother took it ſo to heart, that 
« ſhe never held up her head after, till it finiſhed 
«her, in about nine years; though I cannot ſay 
« but ſomething elſe might have helped, for ſhe took 
« cruelly to drinking drams, 'tho? as ſhe began it to 
« comfort her for this misfortune, 1t was all owing 
* to that ; and poor ſiſter Bez/, too.” — - | 
I was obliged to interrupt her here, by aſking her 
what kind of a perſon he was, or ſhe would have 
gone on to give me the hiſtory of her whole family, 
to which ſhe anſwered thus, ** What ſort of a man? 
* P11 tell you then : for I think I ſee him before my 
« eyes this-minute, He was a tall thin man, above 
* fix feet high, and no thicker than a watchman's 
ſtaff, as I may ſay; then his conſtant leaning 
over his work bent his long back like a bow, eſpe- 
cially as he had no belly to keep it up, for helived 
almoſt upon nothing, ſo that when he walked, the 
* length of his legs, and his great ſtoop, made him 
* look as if he had no body atall. As for his face, 
** 1t was as long as my arm, and not broader than 
* the edge of my hand; his eyes were ſunk half a 
.* foot into his head and always covered with ſpeQa- 


xvi PREF ACE. 

«« cles: his noſe was. hooked over his mouth, as hip 
*« chin turned up an handful to meet that : and the 
«+ conſtant toaſting, over the charcoal, had ſhrivelled 
«« up his ſkin, ſo that his whole face looked as if it 


_  *© was covered with ſcorched parchment. —His dreſs 


«« (for I never knew him have but one) was a. black 
' *« coat, with. little buttons all over it ; which beig 
* made for.him while he ſtood upright, now that 
<< he ſtooped ſo much, hung down to his ancles: 4 
'*© broad leather belt, that kept his coat about him; 
« a cloak which he hung upen his ſhoulders, but 
« was ſo worn, that it ſhewed his ſkeleton through 
« every part of it; and an old high-crowned hak, 
«© In ſhort, he had (o little of the appearance of a 
« creature of this world in his looks or dreſs, that 
« whenever he went out in the day-time, the moball 
.*< all gathered about him, and hooted him home, juſt 


« as the little birds do an howl ; and ſome of our wicked 


«© neighbours, when any accident has happened, haveſ 


« often threatened to take him up, and dzp him for 


«© a witch, though I am perſuaded, that was nothing 


« but wickedneſs and malice, and that he knew no 
'* more harm than a baby.” - 

My curioſity being thus ſatisfied as to the author 
there was but one thing more that I defired to know, 
and that was, how thoſe papers came to have ſo many 
blots made in them, which by the difference of the 
ink, I could ſee was done long ſince the firſt writing? 
To which ſhe anſwered, that ſome time after the old 
man's death, her mother let his apartment to one 
that called himſelf a clergyman, and was a great ſcho- 
lar, and uſed to make almanacs, and other books; 
that he had looked over thoſe papers, and, ſhe believ- 
ed, taken out ſuch as he liked, and done what he 
pleaſed with the reſt ; for they ſet no regard on them; 


and particularly ſhe remembered to have heard hin 


; ſay, that he would make ſomething of one of them; 
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but ſhe believed he found it would not do, for he ſoon 
after left their houſe, and, joining with thoſe metho- 
diſts that were juſt then come up, went away with 
them, preaching about the country, 

[ thought ?t-but reaſonable to reward the good wo- | 
man's expehce of breath, with half a crown, and fo = 
took my leave, though with a ſecret reſolution to 
vive her half the profit, if there ariſes any, from the 
fale of the books ; not thinking that ſuch a purchaſe, 
as I had made from an ignorant woman, could give 
me a juſt title to the whole heir/hip, as ſhe called it, 
that had coſt her ſo dear, as the loſs of her old ſweet- 
heart Zack Twiſt. 

This good woman's account explained to me, in 
ſome meaſure, the nature of this work from the cir- 
Wcumftances of the author, who, I could ſee, had been 
| Schemer, who had waſted his whole fortune in the - 
| Wearch after the philoſopher's ſtone, and having his 
 Weyes at length opened to his folly, though too late to 
 ſemedy it, yet was able tb divert the grief of his diſ- 

r Wppointment, by writing theſe papers, in ridicule of 
d ſuch notions, and from. the ſale of which} he might 

ilſo expe ſome relief in his wants. 

How juſt this expeRation might have been then, 

, Wt is now vepy hardgto ſay, in their preſent mutilated 
y ondition4 or whit.could have moved any man 10 
e Wake (| havoc in them; without it was, that the 
? orng of the clergyman was offended at the au- 

hor's notions, which he wanted judgment to ſee, 
ere only a delicate ridicule of thoſe wild, idle dreams 
hich ſome men, who call themſelves philoſophers, 
- Fave thought proper gravely to obtrude upon the 
orld, as learning and knowledge. 
But whatever the motive was, the loſs is now 1fre- 
arable, and has reduced the work. to the appearance 
ta novel or romance, almoſt the whole philoſophical 
art having been eraſed; for as to the perſonal appli- 
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| cation of any thing in it, to the preſent times, the 


another. 


leaſt atention to this account of the author will ſhew 
the abſurdity and injuſtice of ſuch an attempt ; as it 
was wrote ſo long ago, and by a perſon ſo little ac. 
quainted with the world, that all the ſtories in it 
muſt necefſarily be the mere creatures of imaging. 
tion. | WI 

For the manner in which they are publiſhed, I ſhall 
only ſay, that it is ſtrialy agreeable to the faith of 
the text ; not one of the many alterations and inter. 
polations, which were in another hand, being given; 
but wherever I could not clearly make out the very 
words of the author, I honeſtly omitted the whole, 
not thinking it allowable, or juſt, to palm my own 
words or ſentiments upon the world, on the credit of 


How ſcrupulous I have been, in this point, will 
appear to any one, who ſhall take the pains of con. 
ſulting the original manuſcript, which ſhall be depo. 
ſited in the public library of one of the univerſities, 
as ſoon as the work is printed : The only liberty 
have taken, being in a few notes in the margin, and 
ſupplying a conneQion, where it was broken by any 


| of the above-mentioned accidents, 
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CHAP.-£ 


The Apparition of CHRYSAL to an ADEPT, in the wery 
moment of projetion. His account of himſelf, and the 
cauſe of appearing to the author, 


N a day, when a long and ſtrict abſtinence 

had purified my body irom every zerrene 

incumbrance, and intenſe contemplation 

(. wound up my mind to an enthufiaſm fit 

for empyreal converſation, as I ſtood with my eyes ri- 

eted on the c2/eerric flame, in ſtrong expeRation of 
the birth of the azy/tic child, the firft born of the morning, 

ready to ſeize the happy moment, when zhe earth /uf- 

dently impregnated with the water, aſcendeth white and 
lendent, that I might compound the pure elements, before 
vey fy from the fire, and ſo perfe the great work; my 
"es began to dazzle, and the, power of imagination 
You. T, B wh 


2 CHRYSAL: Ox, Tut 
overwhelmed my ſoul.———1 faw a blue effulgence 
break from the liquid gold, and play about the genial 
vaſe !—1I was aſtoniſhed! I thought it the /ub/far. 
tial form of the ſon of the Jan 1 I thought the happy mo. 
ment was come, when zhe ro/e of the eaſt ſhould bloom in 

zhe deſert, and mine the favoured hand to cultivate its 
growth ! I indulged the pleaſing thought! I melted 

1n the. virtuous joy! and in obedience to the divine 
impulſe, I kneeled to receive the reward of all my 
labours, zhe radiant crown of wiſdom and glory, from the 
hand of Nature, with every ſenſe and faculty ſuſpend- 
ed, for fear of interrupting the myſterious proceſs, 
As my ſoul hung in this extaſy, the flame which 
wrapped the /acred virth in the bed of purification, arole 
witha glory too ſtrong for mortal ſenſe, and filled the 
room. My ſenſes ſunk under the preſſure, and I was 
diffolved into a trance, when a voice, celeſtially har- 
monious, encouraged me to raiſe my eyes, and I be- 

Held zhe body of the effulgence condenſe into an incorporeal 
Subſtance in the form of a ſpirit, while a placid ſhade 
ſoftened the fierceneſs of the radiance, and made it 

tolerable to human ſenſe. | 
|  - An holy horror curdled all my blood ; but the me- 
lody of the ſame voice, which had before emboldened 
me to look up, re-aſſured my fainting heart with 
" theſe words : . ©* Son of pains and votary of ſcience: 
«© thy unwearied perſeverance has prevailed, and] 
« am ſent to crown thee with the virgin roſe! I am 
« CurYSAL *, the ſpirit of that incorruptible maſs 


«© now glowing in that vaſe before thee, who in re- 
«© ward of thy noble conſtancy in offering this thy laſt 


«© mite, on the ſhrine of knowledge, am come to re- 
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* This name is evidently dericved from Xpuads Gold, and 


may probably fignify Golden, from her animating a piece 


Gold ; for, by the univerſal authority of the occult thileſepty, 
Peri? s are always denominated from their o fiice, Ya 
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« yeal to thee the myſteries of Nature, and ſatisfy 
« that raging thirſt for wiſdom, which has ſo long 
« excruciated thy ſoul, and thus emaciated thy body ! 
« And, that thou mayeſt the better comprehend the 
« greatneſs of this honour vouchſafed unto thee, L 
« ſhall trace the operations of Nature through her 
«© moſt ſecret receſſes, and illuſtrate the truth of what 
« Tſay, by a detail of the various incidents of my be- 
« ing in my preſent ſtate, to prepare thee for the re- 
« ception and proper uſe of that grand ſecret, which 
« T ſhall afterwards communicate ! 

*« I can ſee your thoughts ; and will anſwer every 
« doubt which may ariſe in your mind at the wonders 
« of my relation, without the interruption of your 
« inquiries, as awful flence is the efſence of my converſe, 
*« the leaſt breach of which puts an end to it for ever! 
« liſten then in mute attention, nor let a breath dl- 
« {turb the myſtic tale !”? 

The works of Nature are infinitely various, and her 
methods of operation infcrutable to the curioſity of 
that vain intruder Rea/on, which has of late preſumed 
to pry into her ways, and to doubt, if not deny the 
reality of all effets, which her ſhort-ſighted eye can- 
not trace to their cauſes! a preſumption that has juſtly 
ſhortened the line of human knowledge, and conden- 
ſed the miſt of ignorance which overſpreads the 
world ! ſome noble efforts though, I ſee the nature 
of man preparing to make, to recover that eminence 
of conjeFure and credulity, which alone can merit ſuch 
a communication of extraordinary knowledge as is 
how indulged to you. Some of the moſt hidden truths 
which I ſhall here unfold, has unaſfliſted genius difco- 
vered already; and more ſhall curious penetration 
© make learned gueſſes at, even in this ſceptic age. * 
Know then, that in the economy of Nature, to 


[ET 


——— 


* See al! :he medern hypothetical philoſophy. 
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eaſe the trouble, and keep up the ſtate of its great 
author * a fubordination of miniſterial ' ſpirits executes the 
Syſtem of his government in all its degrees ; one of whom, for 
the greater order and expedition," is made to adtuate every 
divided particle of matter in this immenſe univerſe. In this 
diſtribution, zhat portion of gold was affigned to my 
_ charge, upon its firſt feeling the influence of the + 
etherial fire of the ſun, the general miniſter of the divine 
«ommands. This happened in Peru, where that body 
of which I then became the ſpirit, was torn from its 
peaceful bed 200 fathoms deep in the bowels of the 
earth. 

I ſhall not deſcribe my ſurpriſe, at my firſt plung- 
Ing into thoſe realms of darkneſs, nor ſhall I fatisfy 
the curioſity I ſee riſing in you, whether that period 
was the beginning of my exiſtence, or whether I was, 
cither as a puniſhn:ent or reward for a paſt, or a pre- 
paration for a future life, thrown into this. Theſe 
are myſteries not yet diſcovered, though often moſt 
learnedly gueſſed at. All I ſhall unfold to you are 
_ Points already known, or ſuch as I ſee ready to be 
found out by human induſtry, as it would put an end 
to learning to make a revelation of the objeQs, . of its 
inquiries ! ſuch matters, I ſay, I ſhall explain to you, 
and farther relate ſome occurrences, the knowledge 
of which will be equally uſeful and entertaining, which 
happened to the ſeveral perſons with whom I have 
Had intercourſe, in the various ſtages of my preſent 
ſtate. 

And as you ny be at a loſs, to know how I could 
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* F/ay on Spirit. 
+ JSiris 
— Feuld not theſe, and many other LIFUeE of the ſam 
nature which ſupport the ſyſtems of thoſe celebrated avarks, 
almoſt tempt us to think, that the nwriters of them muſt nave 
Pad a communication with this or ſome Jn Jt , ta comt 
at knowledge /o ſaperoetere! ? 
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arrive at the knowledge of ſuch faQs, many of which 
happened long before my converſe with thoſe perſons, 
[ ſhall inform you, that beſides that intuitive knows 
l:2ge common to all ſpirits, we of ſuperior orders, who 
animate this univerſal monarch GoLp, have alſo a 

ower of entering into the hearts of the immediate 
poſſeſſors of our bodies, and there reading all the 
ſecrets of their lives. And this will explain to you 
the cauſe of that love of gold, which is ſo remarkable 
in all who poſſeſs any quantity of that metal. * For 
the operation of every material cauſe is in proportion to the 
firength ef the ſpirit aftuating that cauſe ; as the flrength 
of the ſpirit is reciprocaily in proportion to the quantity of his 
material body: and conſequently, when the mighty 
ſpirit of a large maſs: of gold takes poſſeflion of the 
human heart, it influences all its a&ions, and over- 
powers, or baniſhes the weaker impulſe of thoſe im- 
material, unefſential notions called wir:ve, And this 
tuition, and power of tranſmigration I have thus 


explained, to remove "_ ſhadow of doubt of what 
[ ſhall relate. 
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CHAP. 1. 


CHRYSAL gives an account of the perſon who dug up bis 
body in the mine. T he particular manner of his acquiring 
the knowledge of his life, with an explanation F the 2a” 


ture of memory and conſciouſneſs. 


H F firlt objeQ that ſtruck me, when I darted 
on the power of a ſun-beam, into thoſe infer- 
nal regions where my body was jult dug up, was the 


perſon in whoſe hands it was when 1 took poſſeſſion 
of it. 
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Dark as the gloom of ſuch a place muſt be, a me: 
Jancholy that doubled the horrors of it, ſat upon hig 
brow. He gazed a moment on me*, in ſilent prief, 
and then groaned out theſe words, with a vehemence 
that ſeemed to burſt his heart : . ** Damned, damned, 
«c pernicious. damning gold! how dearly do [ pur. 
<< chaſe this momentary poſſeſſion/ok thee ! but let 
«© me acknowledge the juſtneſsof my fate! I wiſhed 
< only for gold, and now, this equivocal grant of 
«© that wiſh, is thejuſt puniſhment of the folly, and 
<* the wickedneſs of it.”—— Grief here choaked his 
utterance! he could ſay no more, but ſobbed aloud, 
While all the dreary caverns echoed to his anguiſh. 

Curioſity prompted me to learn the cauſe of his dif. 
treſs : I therefore immediately entered into his heart, 
to read the events of his life, which I doubted not 
but I ſhould find deeply imprinted there : but I was 
ſurpriſed to find that room in it, which, I could plainly 
ſee, had been poſſeſſed by the love of gold, ſo filled 
with ſenſe of pain, with grief, and remorſe, that [ 
could ſcarce gain admiſſion. 

Upon this I mounted into the /ez/orium of his brain, 
to learn from the ſpirit of conſciouſneſs, which you 


_ call sELF, the cauſe of ſo uncommon a change, as itis 


contrary to the foundamental rules of our order, eve: 
to give up an heart of which we once get poſſeſſion. 
I found the ſpirit very buſy, though I thought 
ſomewhat oddly employed : ſhe was running over 4 
number of xziches, or impreſſions, on the fibres of the 
brain, ſome of which I obſerved ſhe renewed with 
ſuch force, that ſhe almoſt effaced others, which ſhe 
paſſed over untouched, though interſperſed among 
them. The ſight of »xe ſeemed to ſuſpend her works 
a moment, but as if that pauſe was = to recover 


a 


* Chry/al muſt "Ih mean the Geld which now berdie her 


body, as foe dots not ſay that ſhe appeared in the Jpirit to any 
one before the author. 
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frength, ſhe inſtantly renewed her labour with greater F 
zfiduity. 5 

[ looked at her, my deſire to know the meaning of 
what ſhe was doing, and to ſignify the cauſe of my 
viſit, to which ſhe returned me this anſwer 1n a glance, 
that interrupted not her work. 

(I ſee you wonder that I ſpeak of this ſpirit, though . 
the sELF of a man, as ifit was a female ; but in this 
there 1s a myſtery ; 3 every ſpirit is of both ſexes, but as 
the female is the worthier with us, we take our de- 
nomnation from that.)- 

You are ſurpriſed, (/ooted fe) to find me ſo earneſt- 
ly engaged in work which you do not underſtand ; 
but in this work conſiſts my wery eſſence. This place, where 
we are, is the ſeat of memory ; aud theſe traces which you 
ſee me running over thus, are the impreſſions made on the 
brain by a communication of the impreſſions made on the 
ſenſes by external objetis ——T heſe firſt impreſſions are call- 
ed 1DEAS, which are lodged in this repofitory of the me- 
mory, in theſe marks, by running which over, 1 can raije 
the ſame ideas, when I pleaſe, which differ from their firſt 
appeerance only in this, that, on their return, they come with 
the familiarity of a former acquaintance *, 

How this communication though 1 is made, I cannot 
ſo well inform you ; whether it is by the o/cillation of 
the nervoas fibres, or by the operation of a certain inviſible 

fuid, called animal ſpirits on the nerves ; no more than L 
can explain to you, how my touching theſe marks, on 
this material ſubſtance the brain, can raiſe zdeas in the 
immaterial mind, and with the addition of acquain- 
tance beſide; tor theſe are matters not quite fully 
ſettled among the learned, 

All I know is, that the thing is agreed to be ſo by 
ſome, or other, or all of theſe means; and that my 
whole employment, and end of being, is to touch 
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them over, and acknowledge their acquaintance thug, 
without my doing which a man would no longer con. 
tinue the ſame-perſon, for in this acquaintance, which 
Is called con/cioufne/s, does all perſonal identity conſiſt *, 

As for the work I am juſt now particularly engaged 
in, you muſt know, that this man whom, as I am hi; 
Jelf; I ſhall henceforth, for conciſeneſs and perſyi. 
cuity, call zy /elf, was once poſſeſſed of, or in power 
of poſſefling, every real happineſs of life, till an in- 
fatiable deſire of riches hurried him into meaſures 
which overturned all that happineſs, and in the end 
plunged him into this gulph of miſery. 

The traces of that happineſs are thoſe which you 
Tee me paſs over without renewing; by which means 
He forgets that he was ever happy, except ſome times, 


when the trace of any particular unhappineſs comes 


To near that of any inſtance of happineſs, as unavoid- 
ably to touch it ; which touch, by the renewal of the 
idea of ſuch happineſs, only aggravates the ſenſe of 
the preſent want of it: And thus 7 make memory 
Either a bleſſing or a curſe, according to the naturg 
of the trace which 7 renew. | 

I ſee you are aſtoniſhed, how a perſon who. was 
ever happy. could poſſibly fall into ſuch miſery as / 
am now in; but I ſha!l remove that aſtoniſhment by 
the hiſtory of my life, in which I ſhall accomodate my 
accounts of places and things to the circumſtances of 
my preſent ſtate without regard to the univerſality of 
eur ſpiritual nature: and call them by their names 
among men, without the delay or trouble of deſcrip» 
tion, ] | | 


® Locke, 
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CHAP. HL 
The hiſtory of TRAFFICKk. His father's advice to him ; 


containing ſome general obſervations on the nature and end 
of trade ; with rales to enſure ſucceſs in it. 


1 


Y name is Traffick; I was the only ſon of a 


wealthy merchant in London, who bred me to 


his own buſineſs. There was nothing remarkable in 
my youth, except that the charaQeriſtic paſſioMof my 
heart, ſhewed- itſelf, in the very dawn of reaſon, in 
my eagerneſs to engroſs and hoard up the bawbles of 
my play-mates, and the far-fetched ſchemes I laid to 
oyer-reach them in all our little bargains. 

My father was at firſt delighted with this cunning, 
which his fondnefs took for the firſt eſſays of a great 


genius; but when he ſaw me perfiſt in it after I grew 


vp, and attempt to praftice the ſame arts in the 
courſe of my buſineſs, it gave him ſerious alarms for 
my future condua; for he had ever been averſe to 
theſe artifices which are called he myſteries of commerce, 
and owed his ſucceſs ſolely to cloſe application 1 in the 
plain way of-a fair trader. 

But this caution I looked upon with contempt, as 
tmidity and want of genius, and, undiſcouraged by 
his conſtant repulſes to all my bold ſrokes and deep 
ſchemes, which I was continually ſuggeſting to him, 
I reſolved, when I ſhould be at liberty, to indulge my 
own inclinations, to ſtrike out new ways, that ſhould 
ford me opportunities of exerting my abilities in theic 
lull ſtrength, and ſhewing them in their proper luſtre. 

The vanity which prompted avarice to form theſe 
defizns, would ſo often break out in boaſting, that 
my father was fully acquazated with them; and a 
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ſenſible decline in his health quickening his apprehen« 
fions for me, his tenderneſs would omit nothing 
which might ſhew me my error, in its proper light, 
and prevent my falling into ſo deſtrugtive ways. 
Calling me therefore into his cloſet one morning, 


he 


addrefled me in theſe words ; words which dear ex. 


perience has now printed deeply on my heart, though 
then they had no weight with me. 

«« My ſon (ſaid he) the day approaches faſt, when 
you will be in poſſeſſion of the fruits of my honeſt 
induſtry, I leave you a good fortune ; and I have 
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the happineſs to be able to tell you, in this trying 
motMnt, that no wilful private wrong, or public 
fraud, makes me wiſh it were by one penny leſs.— 
As therefore it was acquired in the fear of God, if 
not abuſed, it will wear with his bleſſing. Habit 
had ſo wedded me to my buſineſs, that I could not 
leave it off myſelf ; and I bred you to it, to indulge, 
as I thought, the bent of your genius, and to pre- 
vent idleneſs from tempting youth to folly. But 
now that dangerous ſeaſon is paſt with you ; and 


the labour of my life has taken away all neceſſity 


£5 


of labour from yours. Be wiſe then, my ſon, and 
enjoy the happineſs which Heaven offers you, with- 
out tempting a reverſe! You will have riches, 
more than enough, for every natural want, for 
every rational wiſh; and it will ſweeten your en- 
Joyment of them, and draw down the bleſſings of 
Heaven on your head, to employ the ſuper-plus 


* in aQs of private benevolence, and public ſpirit; 


cc 
cc 
cc 
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cc 


in which beſt of employments, the abilities, with 
which you are fo liberally bleſſed, will find ample 
room for their exertion ; and your pious endeavours 
be rewarded with a ſucceſs, that will be a happineſs 
to your life, and an honour to your name. 


*« As for the profefiion of a merchant, to which 


cc 


you have been bred. Heaven points it out to the 
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: inhabitants of this country, by our ſituation ; nor 
«can any other be more advantageous to it; but 
« ſtill, even that advantage may be purſued too far, 
« and the extreme of induſtry may ſink into avarice, 
© and ſo diſappoint its own end, 
« For I muſt teil you, my ſon, that though trade 
* adds to the wealth, yet too eager a purſuit of it, 
« even with the greateſt ſucceſs, diminiſhes the 
« ſtrength of a nation. I am. ſenſible, that this is 
« againſt received opinion ; but truth, when proper- 
« ]y diſplayed, will force convittion. | 
«« The real ſtrength of a nation conſiſts in the pre- 
« yalence of diſintereſted ſpirit, which, regardleſs of 
« felf, throws its weight into the public fund ; as 
« inay be proved by many examples of ſmall, poor 
* ſtates, conquering large wealthy ones. Whereas 
« the ſpirit of commerce centers all in /ef, diſcourag- 
« ing and deſpiſing, as folly, every thought which 
« does not tend that way ; and ſo breaking that un- 
* animity, which is the very eſſence of power, and 
« can only give it ſucceſs, —A refle&Qion this, my ſon, 
* which obſervation confirms too ſtrongly at preſent, 
* and which ſeems to overcaſt the proſpeQ of this 
«* happy nation. 
| © My advice therefore to you is, to retire from 
« buſineſs, though not to idleneſs. You will have a 
« fortune that will make you of conſequence in the 
« ſtate, and give you -ſufficient employment 1n the 
* condu& of it, without embarraſſing your mind with 
*« anxiety for more. And to enable you to follow 
* this advice with the greater eaſe, I have ſettled all 
*« my affairs, and ſhall leave you free from every en- 
* tanglement of life. This is the advice, the requeſt 
« of a fond father who deſires compliance from his 
dear ſon, and would not force unwilling obedience, 
' by any a& of authority or command. But ſhould 
MW" the loye of buſineſs have taken ſuch an hold of your 
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© heart, as habit gave it of mine, and not .permj 
«© you tocomply with this requeſt, take, my ſon, thelſh. 
<< advice of experience, and hold faſt the clue it of; 
«© fers to guide you through the labyrinths of trade, 
<< in which the vivacity of your genius may otherwiſe, 
< loſe its way, Nor are the rules, I ſhall hint to you 
© many to be remembered, or difficult to be obſerved 
« Be juſt, my ſon, in all your dealings ; avrong net in 
& dividuals ; nor defraud the public. 
© Theſe are all the rules-I recommend : but i 
© them is compriſed more than, perhaps, appears at 
* firſtgview. Do not, therefore, think them toc 
©*© obvious to have been neceffary to be repeated ! nor 
<< let the mention of them give offence, by any ſeem 
<< ing implication of perſonal doubt. 
« In the buſineſs of a merchant theſe rules com 
<< prehend a preat extent of meaning, though I ſhal 
£© mention but a few inſtances of it at preſent. 
© As for the firit, every mi/repreſentation to miſlead 
© jonorance, or abuſe credulity, every tating advantage 
«© by ſuperior knowledge, is a wrong to the party, fo ds 
* ceived; as every artifice to evade the intention of the lt 
© pijlature is @ fraud againſt the public, nay, againſt your 
& /elf, and every individual who claims the benefits pro 
«© wided by the ordinances, ſo defeated of their ſuppart. 
«« This is indeed fo obvious, that it were an affront 
& to reaſon to inſiſt on any proof of it, The molt 
<< eager purſuer of illicit trade will not vindicate: 
<« peneral indulgence of it; and if it is not lawtu 
& for all, how can 1t be for him ; or with what colou 
<* can he claim a profit which he is conſcious ariſe: 
« only from deceit, and from the benefit of thoſe ve 
« ry laws which he thus defeats ? 
*© The temptations to this breach of honeſty, 
© own, are many and great, and ſome of them pe! 
© haps plauſible: particularly in thoſe branches 0 
*© trade, which ſeem to bear a more than equal ſhali 


| 
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© of the weight impoſed for general advantage, But, 
© in oppoſition to this, it muſt be conſidered, that 
« it is impoſſible to provide ſo exaQly for a thing, of 
« ſo flutuating a nature as trade, that the balance 
« ſhall not incline, in ſome one inſtance ; and that-it 
© muſt, by the ſame motion which opprefles one, be 
« favourable to ſome other; and ſo preſerve the equi- 
* poiſe in the whole ; and this obviates the only ſha- 
' dow of an argument, that can be brought in de» 
* fence of this too common prattice, , | 

* As for the former, of avoiding private wrong, 
© that is more difficult and leſs defenſible, if poſtible, 
' than even this. For where all the powers of the 
' mind are turned to make advantage, it is very hard 
' to refrain from taking it, where we ought not, and 
' bringing the great buſineſs of life into common 
' praQtice, in its | thfauref} concerds; 


©« The man whoſe ſoul 1s on the ſtretch to take ad-: 


( 


vantage, in a bargain for thouſands, on the Ex- 
change, will be apt perhaps inſenſibly to overlook 
an error that 1s not to his diſadvantage, ina tradeſ- 
man's bill, or to take no notice of a guinea given 
inſtead of a ſhilling in change at a tavern, though 
either is as great diſhoneſty, as if he took them in a 


© mention the innumerable little inſtances of temp- 


FW tation to this kind of wrong, which occur in every 
WH moment's dealing. That awe may dwvoid temptation, 


' is one of the petitions of the divine prayer, and 
' never more neceſſary to be offered up than in this 
' profeſſion, whoſe conſtant prattice opens innumer- 

' able inſtances of it upon us. 

* In a word, my ſon, there are ſo many and fo 
' ftrong arguments of this nature to be given againſt 
' all trade, that the general advantage of the com- 
* mon-wealth alone can, in any way, ſupport it a- 
' gainſt them, This therefore ſhould be written in 


manner puniſhable with death by the laws : not to_ 
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*« deepeſt charaQters, on the heart of every merchant, 
«© that be ſhould never let private intereft tempt him to 
«c gape in any trade or ſcheme that can interfere with th 
«© public intereſt, or is forbidden by the laws of his country, 
&e ——T ſhall ſay no more; nor burthen your mind 
*©-with farther advice. Obſerve this, and be happy," 
. I was obliged to hear him ; but his words? at tha 
time, made no more impreſſion on my mind, than the 
whiſtling of the winds, nor in the leaſt altered my in.M: 
tentions, though I felt no ſcruple in promiſing obe. 
dience, the breach of which could never be upbraided 
to me, as I could not thipk of practiſing it,. before his 
death would remove the only perſon who had ſuch an 


authority. 


CHAP. IV. 
The hiftory of TRArpick continued : His father's death, 


He continues in trade, and turns ſchemer. His wariow 
ſchemes end in his ruin. The riſe and progreſs of hi 
paſſion for AMEL1a. The baſe abuſe of her confidenct, 
by which he cheated her of the greateſt part of her fri 
tune, and Fay formed diſhonourable defigns again. 


herſelf 


HE opportunities which I had long panted for, 
arrived too ſoon ; my father dying juſt after 
was of age, and ving me poſſeſſed of wealth ſuit A 
cient for me to exerciſe my talents on, as I was not 
bleſſed with prudence to take his advice, and put ti | 
_ to its proper uſe, in rational enjoyment. : 

| was immediately a man of conſequence, and that, 
not only in my own eyes. I made a figure upon Chang? 
I figned among the foremoſt in the public ſubſcrip" 
tions. But all this did not ſatisfy me. I ſickened at 
the thought of having an equal, not only in wealti, l 


ApvsnTures of A GUINEA, . nn; 
he darling obje& of my ſoul ; but alſo in the reputa- 
tion of acquiring it by methods of my own friking out, 
as [ for gn the known courſe of buſineſs as too 


flow for dvances, and too limited for my genius. 

It ore immediately became A SCHEMER, and 
oe} into every projet which my own brain could 
invent, or artful impoſition ſuggeſt to me, blindly, 
wilfully giving up the ſerenity of an open mind, for 
the vain appearance of myſterious conſequence and 
dſign; and making my fortune a prey to every ſhark- 
ing projeffor, who flattered my vanity with promiſes 
of ſucceſs, in the very attempts which had been his 
own ruin, 

The perplexity in which this infatuation ſoon in- 


volved my affairs, far from opening my eyes, only ſet 


me upon dezper ſchemes. Sporting upon private ad- 


ventures, taking in unwary confidence, finging the + 


fair trader, by eluding the reſtriftions of law, were 
now too {mall a game for me: I was entangled, and 
muſt cut the Gordian knet by ſome bold ſtroke. 

I therefore, threw off all reſtraint, and entered into 
meaſures the moſt injurious to my country, which was 
then engaged in a juſt and extenſive war. I i»/ared the 
effets of its enemies, and of conſequence gave them 
information how to avoid its force. I carried on their 
trade with other countries I /upplied them with provi- 
fions from ours ; and at length went ſo far, as to /end, 
md procure them money, tO ſupport the war againſt ourc 
ſelves. 

But all my ſchemes met their juſt fate, Though I 
FWeould give their ſhips information how to avoid our 

huadrons, yet they fell into the hands of »»/ationed 
Mrivateers. My ſubterfuges for carrying on their trade 
Were ſeen through, and a ſtop put to them before [ 
MWcould receive the ſtipulated profit. The ſtores I bought 
W'or them were intercepted by our fleets, and, to con- 

lude all, the enemy, by one ſtretch of arbitrary power, 
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16 _ CHRYSAT: Os, Tae". - 
refuſed to pay any debts, and appropriated the fund; 
provided for that purpoſe to the preſent Ruby's of 
the war. 

This finiſhed my ruin : I had not only Wit. 
my fortune, but had alſo borrowed much mk 
ply them, on confidence in their promiſes, 
was now able to pay. z 
| In this ſituation, the advice of my father returned 
_ Full upon me, and aggravated my diſtreſs. But I had; 
no time for refleQion * the horrors of a jail ſtared me 
full in the face, which I had no way to avoid but hy 
flight, the equivocalneſs of my charaer having madeſh 
every honeſt man, who was able to affiſt me, afraid 
of being concerned with me.—T therefore immediate 
ly raiſed all the money I poſſibly could, and embarket 
ſecretly in a ſhip of my own for Famaica ; Heaven to 
make its juſtice the more fignal, uſing my blacke 
guilt as a chain to draw me to the vengeance I deſerved, 

I muſt ſtop here, and look back, to give you an ache 
count of an afair, which the precipitancy of my rult 
prevented my mentioning in its proper order. 

Much as ſuch a complicated ſcene as I have deſcrih 
ed, muſt have taken up my time and engroſfſed m 
thoughts, I had ſtill found leiſure for guilt of anothe 
nature, though ultimately ſpringing from the —_ ir 
cauſe. 

I have told you that my father had acquired his oy 
fortune by induſtry ; but as the greateſt induſtry re 
_ quires a foundation to work upon, his had been aflilis, 
ed by the perſon to whom he ſerved his apprenticec 
_thip, who knowing his abilities, and confiding in hike 
Honeſty, upon the decline of his own health, eitabliſnMie 
ed him in partnerſhip with his only ſon, whom bYas 
thought too young to condutt fo extenſive a buſinelWn: 

My father faithfully executed this great truſt, 21 B 
continued the partnerſhip, till his obſervation of m 
unfortunate diſpoſition determined him to make 0 


: 
. 
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- 


Avpvextures op a GUINEA. 17 


quit buſineſs ; when it was diffolved, without the leaſt 
breach in that real friendſhip which had ſo long ſub- 
frſted between them. Though I did not obey my fa- 
ther's deſif, and retire from buſineſs on his death, 
yet my vanity would not admit a thought of recom- 
mending the partnerſhip, as it would have been but a 
curb on my favourite ſchemes, and have implied a want 
f affiſtance, which, in my own opinion, I was far 
above. On the*contrary, I rather declined too cloſe 
a conneQtion with him in buſineſs; as I feared he 
might have taken upon him to inter poſe his advice a- 
painſt any thing which his arrow, fearful temper 


very other appearance of regard, and even reſpect 
or him, this ſhyneis was not obſerved, nor any coo]- 
eſs occaſioned by it, in the intercourſe of intimacy 
derween us. | 

But for this conduct IT had another motive, beſides 
egard for þ7m, He had an only daughter, enriched 
ith every beauty and virtue that could mark the fa- 
'ourtte work of heaven: ſhe was about four years 
ounger than TI, which difference of age had given 
ne an opportunity of treating her with ſuch a'fond- 
jeſs from her very infancy, as raifed a real love in her 
Wratctul heart, as her beauties did the ſtrongeſt one 
t was capable of feeling, in mine. Our fathers had 
en this growing attachment, with the greateſt plea- 
re, from the beginning, and encouraged it between 
5, (our mothers both tied in our infancy), joining in 
We general opinion, that the union which had always 
een between their families would be completed by 
nie intermarriage of their children : an opinion that: 


"Fes then my pride, and ſeemed a pleaſure to the young 


[Wnl:a's honeſt heart, that was above diſguiſe. 
"Gy But my father's death, before the was of an age to 
Di "dertake the/@fe of ſuch an awful ſtate, and a long 
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isht diſapprove in my great deſigns; butas I kept up” 


n'"efs of her father's after, during which her filial 
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13 CHRYSAL: Os, Tas 
piety and love would not admit a thought of any thing 
that ſhould interfere with her tender regard for him, 
prevented my happineſs from being accompliſhed, 
while there was any obſtacle that could hinder my evil 
genius from defeating it. 

At length, after languiſhing five years her father 
died, without a moment's more immediate warning, 
having been on the Exchange that day as uſual, 

In the tumult of this loſs, I was ſent for; and no 
will being found, for he unhappily had not imagined 
his end ſo near, nor made any ſettlement of his affairs, 
in the confidence of our attachment, Amelia gave 
every thing into my hands, and requeſted me to make 
up all her father's accounts, and conclude her dealings 
with the world. 

This happened juſt as my /cheming had begun to 
embarraſs my affairs. My heart therefore, never 
proof to much temptation, yielded to ſuch an oppor- 
tunity of recovering the loſſes of my folly at her ex- 
pence, by ſinking the greateſt part of her fortune to 
my own ule ; never conſidering that I might have the 
whole in a juſt and honourable way, enhanced with 
the greater bleſſing of herſelf. 

To accompliſh this defign, and prepare her fa 
what was to follow, I pretended to Amelia, that [ 
found many difficulties in her father's affairs; and 
Having ſecreted as much as I thought proper, and 
could with ſafety, and deſtroyed every memorial that 
might dete& me, for all which her unbounded confi- 
dence gave ample opportunity, I at length gave her 
in an account, with the ſtrongeſt expreſſions of concern, 
*« to find that what I had long apprehended was too 

-** true, and that her father's affairs were in a very bad 
<< ſituation ; that I had however, with great difficulty, 
*« got together ſomething above 10,0007. and was col- 
« yinced, that this perplexity in his affairs, was the 


* occaſion of his long illneſs, and had not left him 


43 
ith 
= 


V - o 
- 
- » ” c_—_ —_ 
n -— —— 
. <0 ow ” uy _ by mg 


nn £% wllt - 


ApvenTures of a GUINEA, 9 


« ſpirit enough to os ao into them, and make a 
© will,” 
This repreſentation had the effeRt I deſigned; 
melia's confidence in me would not admit a thought 
f my deceiving her; as pride, too powerful in the 
uteſt human heatt, prevented her revealing her cir- 
umftances to any one elſe, who might have attempt-. 
d to diſprove what I faid ; though indeed it was 
carce natural to ſuſpe& me of a deceit, that, accord- 
ng to the opinion which then prevailed concerning 
ſmelia and me, could only affet myſelf. 
She, therefore, with an appearance of ſurpriſe 
ather than doudt, or even concern, acquieſced, and 
joned a receipt in full, defiring me to deſtroy all her 
ather's books and papers, as they could be of no far- 
her uſe to her. | 

This compleated my deſign beyond a ,oſfibility of 
leteRtion, and even raiſed a new one againſt the-poor 
ittance I had left her, though it was not quite a 
ourth part of what was really her right : for I had now 
hrown off all thoughts of marriage with one /o far be- 
zath me in fortune, looking upon it as a reproach to 
ry wiſdom and knowledge of the world, to make any. 
bargain in which I ſhould not have the advantage : for 
yhat I had ſo baſely defrauded her of, I conſidered 
erely as an acquiſition of my ſuperior {kill in buſineſs, 
Wd abſolutely my own, without any manner of obli- 
ation to the perſon from whom I had obtained it : 
0t that Thad loſt my dere for her perſon, (the only 
legree of love my heart was capable of feeling) but 
he advantage I had it now in my hopes to obtain over 


lier, made me look upon her as a ſure prey to my 
dleafure, 
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CHAP. V. 
Continued, He cheats AMELI1A of the refidue of her fortun, 


and marries another woman. AMEL1A ſues him at law, 
zs caſt, and goes for JAMaliCa. He is ruined, and fil 


lows ber. 


HOUGH my whole life was one continued ſcene 
of villainy, yet in all, there was a gradation, ail 
Tegular deſcent from bad to worſe; each ſucceſsful i 
crime opening new opportunities and ſuggeſting 
ſchemes which never entered into my thoughts before, 
This was exatly my caſe with regard to Ami 
While ſhe was in poſſeſſion of her whole fortune the 
Higheſt wiſh of my heart was to marry her ; but no 
ſooner had an unhappy accident given me an opportu- 
nity of defrauding her of far the greateſt part ofit, 
than that reſpe&ful love immediately ſunk into looſeif 
deſire, and my ſucceſs in my former fchemes apainſt 
Her, ſet my thoughts at work to accompliſh the gra 
tification of this paſſion, on my own baſe terms. 
_ To bring this deſign to perfeion, it was neceſf 
that I ſhould get her fortune entirely into my power ;Þt 
which I accordingly formed ſchemes to accompli 
without delay : for the ſucceſs of my former attempt 
ſo far from ſatisfying my avarice, or raiſing any ſen: 
of compaſſion in my. breaſt, for her wrongs, hac 
made me look upon herſelf, and all that belonged tc 
Her, as my property, which I was as impatient to pole 
ſeſs, as if it was detained from me by injuſtice. ny 
I therefore took occaſion one day, when we wer, 
alone together, to drop ſome words of concern, at m) 
not having immediately by me, a ſum of money to | 
out on moſt advantageous terms, which had been tha 
very morning propoſed to me. 
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She direQaly took the hint, and ſaid, herlittle for- 
une was {till in her hands, 1n the ſame bank notes L 
had given her; and if the uſe of it, for any time, 
ould be of any advantage to me, ſhe ſhould feel a 
rreater pleaſure in my taking it, than in any profit 
the could make of it any other way. 

This is juſt what I wiſhed; and though I could 
ſcarce refrain from laughing at the eafineſs with which 
the took the bait, I would not accept of her offer but 
ith this reftriGion, that I would conſider whether 
he terms propoſed to me might not ſuit her, and be 
more advantageous than the intereſt I could afford her 
it [ ſhould make uſe of 1t myſelf. I ſaid this with an 
equivocal ſmile, which ſhe underſtood as I would have 
er, and immediately, with an aſffenting bluſh, put the 
otes into my hand, without requiring a receipt or 
z0y kind of acknowlegdment for them. 

Having thus gained that which I reckoned the bet- 
er part of Amelia, and ſure, as I imagined, of herſelf 
Wen necefiiry ſhould humble her to my deſigns, as L 
ad her whole means even of ſubſiſtence in my power, 
W directly reſolved to cloſe with an offer, ſome time 
efore made me by a wealthy merchant, of a large for- + 
une with his daughter, whom I accordingly married 
a few days after I had got poſſeſſion of Amelia's money. 
| ſhall ſpare myſelf the pain of any farther deſcrip- 
tion of my wife, than that ſhe was the very reverſe of 
$4n/;2 in ſoul and body; and my marriage. conſe- 
Wuently as unhappy as I juſtly deſerved. 

But I comforted myſelf with hopes of happineſs in 

he enjoyment of Ame/ia, whom I had looked upon as 
my own, and only deferred making my baſe propoſal 
Wo, till her reſentment at -my marriage ſhould cool, 
and I could deviſe ſome plan of privacy to elude the 
W'gilance of my wife. Not but I dreaded the firſt e. 

Wotions of her anger, which I expeQted to break out 

1 loud complaints. 
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But I was miſtaken, in meaſuring her ſoul thus 
my own. She ſcorned to complain ; nor did I hear x 
word from her to interrupt the riot of my wedding, 
A greatneſs of ſoul, ſo far above my comprehenſion, 
that I attributed it to fear of giving offence to one, 
2n whoſe power ſhe muſt be ſenſible ſhe was. 

But at the end of the month, I was awoke from 
thoſe dreams, by a meſſage from her, delivered by a 
relation of her*s, to defire I ſhould pay in her money 
to him, for which he would give me her receipt. &z 
I was not prepared for this, I believe it threw me into 
a confuſion too viſible ; but I ſoon recovered preſence 
of mind enough to anſwer, that ** I could not but 
«© ſurpriſed. at ſuch a demand, as Amelia muſt be en. 
« ſible, that I had paid her all the money of her' 
«« that was in my hands, for which I had her diſcharge 
«« in full,” 

The gentleman replied in aſtoniſhment, ©* Her dif 
« charge, Sir! that was when you /erzl:d her affairs 
< but ſhe ſays, that ſhe, ſince then, gave her whol: 
« fortune into your hands, to.lay out for her. And 
<< Sir, zzy couſin is neither a fool nor a liar ; thoug 
<c 1] fear ſhe has ſuffered ſeverely for her 1ll-placec 
* confidence.” ——** Perhaps ſhe ſays ſo, Sir, (faic 
«© ]) but I know nothing of the matter, and am no 
<< accountable for what ſhe ſays or you think, Sir ; anc 
<< ] ſuppoſe, if your coufin is not a fool, ſhe has no 
«© money without ſomething ta ſhew for it.——ÞBu 
«« you muſt excuſe my talking any longer on ſo idle: 
«« ſubje&; and ſo, Sir, your ſervant,” The min 
was now ſprung, and I waited with impatience fo 
the event. As ta her demand, I knew ſhe could neve 
ſup;:ort it, as there was no perſon preſent when 
gave ie the notes; and I had negotiated them in 
manner beyond all poſſibility of their being traced. 

While I was hugging myſelf in this ſecurity, th 


friends of Amelia perſuaded her to bring a bill | 
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Chancery againſt me, in which the whole affair was 
ſet forth without any exaggeration, But this I made 
light of, as I had my lawyer ready, under whoſe direc- 
tions ] ſwore ſuch an anſwer as ſet her charge entirely 
aſide, —Elate with this ſucceſs, I thought this the time 
to purſue my victory, and wrote her a letter, in which L 
attributed every thing in my condu& of late, that 
might have ſurpriſed her, to love, and deſpair of ob- | 
taining her by any other method; and offered her a 
ſettlement above the demand ſhe had made to me, if 
ſhe would conſent to my defires. This I wrote in- ſuch 
general terms, that my letter could not be brought in 
evidence againſt me, and the largeneſs of the offer was 
only to decoy her into a treaty, their being nothing 
farther from my thoughts than ever to make her inde- 
pendent of my pleaſure, | 

This inſult only added new fuel to her reſentment ; 
and all the anſwer I received, was by another bill ; 
but this met the ſame fate, by the ſame ey with 
the former. 

After this ] heard no more of Amelia for ſoaks! time : 
but what was my aſtoniſhment, when I was informed, 
that ſhe had {old off her jewels, and other little effeas, 
and was gone to a relation of her's, who lived in Ta- 
maica / "This broke all my deſigns ; and deſpair of ever 
obtaining her awoke my love, and aggravated my re- 
morſe for my 111 uſage of her, almoſt tro madnels, 

_ From this time the hand of Heaven ſeemed to be 
upon me ; every thing I had any concern in, miſcar- 

Tied ; and to haſten on my ruin, my houſe was a per- 
tet fink of 11ot and debauchery ; ; my wife, as ſhe had 
no charms to excite defire, in a manner publicly pur- 
chaſing the gratification of her luſts at the moſt extra- 
vagant expence, and living in a profuſion that muſt 
deſtroy even a royal fortune. 

Mine, great as it had been, ſank under ſo many 


allipatians of all kinds; and Thad no reſource left, 
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as I ſaid before, but in precipitate flight, which 
Heaven made my Paffion for Amelia dire& to Jamaica, 
to mark the juſtice of its vengeance the more plainly, 


Foo yok Wot yok voor 
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Concluſion of the hiftory of Tearricx. He arrives in 
Jamaica, where he learns that AMEL1A had been tak 
by the Spaniards. He turns buccanier, and ravages the 
Spaniſh coats, where he finds AMEL1Aa. Fuft as be is 
going to ſeize her, he is taken priſoner by her huſband. 
He is condemned. to die. He ſues to AMEL1a for mercy; 
ſhe rejets him with abhorrence. His puniſhment iz 
changed from death to the mines. 


HAD hitherto varniſhed over my villanies with hy. 
pocriſy, and ſtrove to preſerve ſome appearance, at 


leaſt, of virtue, But this was a reſtraint no longer: 


poſſible, nor indeed profitable to me now, when my 
flight took off the veil, and alarmed all mankind a- 
gainſt me ; ſo that mine was really a ſtate of war with 
all the world. 

On my arrival in Jamaica, I had the addition to my 
orief to find, that Amelia had been taken in her paſſage 
thither by a Spaniſh privateer, 

This drove me to deſpair: I was wearied of life; 
but reſolved not to die unreyenged on thoſe who had 
thus, as I thought, robbed me of my hopes ; never 
refleting on the improbability of her hearkening to 
my ſuit. 

Burning with this projet, 1 fitted out my ſhip, and 
manned her with a crew as deſperate as myſelf; re- 
ſolving, though the war was at an end, to purſue my 


revenge upon the Spaniards, on the defenceleſs coaſts 
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of their American dominions, in which my other paſ- 
ſions were urged to haſte, by fear of my creditors, 
the news of my failing having come to Jamaica almoſt 
as ſoon as myſelf, 

We therefore ſet out upon our cruiſe, or rather 
piracy, without delay, of which I ſhall not raiſe your 
horror with any farther particulars, than that we went 
direaly into the Spaniſh Main, where we not only 
rifled all the ſhips we met, bur alſo made deſceats on 
the coaſts, and ravaged with a barbarity that was a 
reproach to human nature. 

The tumult and hurry of this life kept my ſpirits 
in an agitation that gave a kind of reſpite to my 
grief; and the ſpoil we made in our firſt enterpriſes 
was ſo great, as to awake hopes of reſtoring my af- 
fairs, ſo as to enable me to return to England with all 
the credit wealth could give.—And AT I have 


known when to ſtop, I was ſoon rich even beyond my 


moſt ſanguine hopes : But urged by avarice, and en- 
couraged by ſucceſs, I ſtill went on headlong to my 
fate, which I met in an attempt upon a town -ſome 
way up in the country, the convenience and pleaſant- 
neſs of whoſe ſituation had made it the reſidence of 
the richeſt families in the whole province ; as its dif- 
tance from the coaſt made them live in a ſtate of per- 

@ ſecurity, - without any fortification or guard. 

To this place we direQted our march, one evening, 
and arrived at it a little after midnight, with an in- 
tention to ſurpriſe the inhabitants, and return to our 
ſip with the ſpoil, before the country could rife to. 
Intercept us, 

The firſt part of our deſign ſucceeded, and we got 
poſſeſhon of the town without an reſiſtance ; where 
ve committed all the outrages, and roamed about 
kth the licentious careleſsneſs of free booters under 
to command, 


While every one thus prowled about for prey, fate 
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goaded me to an arbour in a garden, whither I fof, 
lowed the cnes of women |! I was juſt ruſhing in amony 
them, inflamed with brutal defire, when —what was 
my aſtoniſhment to ſee 4me/ia, in the moſt magnificent 
undreſs, throwing heaps of gold and jewels into a 
vault that opened by a trap-door into the arbour, [ 
ſtood motionleſs at the ſight for ſome moments, jn 
diſtruſt of my ſenſes, but two ſuch objeQss as ſhe and 
| Her riches, ſoon awoke me from my trance, and [ 
advanced to take poſſeſſion of both, reſolving not to 
diſcover myſelf till a more proper time ; the ſtrange. 
nels of my dreſs, that was deſigned to ſtrike horror 
and the blood which, from ſcenes of cruelty and mur 
der juſt committed, till recked upon mv hands anc 
face, making it impoſſible that ſhe ſhould know me, 

At the ſight of me, the women all ſhrieked, anc 

Amelia, as I advanced to lay hold on her, fell into; 
ſwoon. 'This embarraſſed me greatly, as I had n 
time to loſe, for our centinels juſt then ſounded are 
treat. However, I thought I would wait a' little, t( 
ſee if ſhe recovered, and itooping to raiſe her to giv 
her air, f received ſuch a blow from behind, as de 
'prived me of all ſenſe for ſeveral hours ; when, ol 
my recovering, I found my ſelf chained on the groun 
in a dungeon, | 

I was ſome time before I could believe my ſenſes, « 
conceive where I was; but I ſoon found my fate 
when the jailor coming to ſee if I was alive, gave 
to underſtand, that my companidns had gone off wit 

"out me, and left me in the hands of a nobleman, v 
had himſelf knocked me down, as I was going to col 
mit a rape upon his lady while ſhe lay in a ſwoon 

' and that I had been thrown into this dungeon, thi 

if I recovered, I might ſuffer the puniſhment due | 

the outrages we had committed both here, and 
the ſeveral other places of their d6minions. 
1 wanted no further information to ſhew me ti 
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horrors of my ſituation. I ſaw them all, and agpra- | 
vated an hundred fold, by the accuſations of my own 


conſcience, that could now trace the hand of Heaven 
io the juſtice of my puniſhment, which had thus over- 
taken me, in the preſence, and on the account of 
Amelia.—I wiſhed for death, as my only relief, and 
determined to ſeek it: But, alas ; my reſolution failed 
me; and I feared to die. In this miſery I was drag- 
oed betore a magiſtrate, who, enumerating the crimes 
we had been guilty of, condemned me to unmmediate 
death—T'his ſenteace, ſo much milder than my fears, 
awoke an hope of farther mercy, to obtain which, 

my evil genius | uggeited it to me, to apply to Amelia, 
abſurdly flattering myſelf, that ſome ſparks of her love 
for me might yet remain alive, or,at leaſt, her goodneſs 


take delight in ſhewing itſelf ſuperior to my ill treat 


ment. Baſe hope, that met its juſt reward | 

| 1 therefore waved attempting *a defence of other 
crimes, as I was conſcious, that I could not make any, 
but aſſerted my innocence, as to the particular charge 
of a baſe deſign upon Amelia, at the time I was taken, 
adding,that, ** I had the honour of being nearly related 
* to that lady, and that, if I was indulged with a few 
* words with her, in the preſence of all there, I hoped 
6 ] might be found to merit a mitigation of my fen- 
* tence.**.” 

On my mentioning the name of Amelia, I obſerved 
one of the principal perſons in the court, whom I ſoon 
underſtood to be her huſband, kindle into rage. He'did 
not however interrupt me; butas ſoonasI had conclud- 
ed, he ſtarted up, and exclaimed with the moſt furious 


indignation : ** Amelia thy relation ! No more than an-_ 


*« gels are related to devils, by ſpringing from the 
* ſame creator ! Her virtues are diſhonovured by the 
*« claim ! But ſhe ſhall appear and diſprove the odious 
* calumny.” —Saying which words, he inftantly went 
jor her, while an hollow murmur of ſurprize and de- 
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goaded me to an arbour in a garden, whither I fg, 
lowed the cnes of women ÞI was juſt ruſhing in among 
them, inflamed with brutal defire, when —what was 
my aſtoniſhment to. ſee 4me/ia, in the moſt magnificent 
undreſs, throwing heaps of gold and jewels, into 
vault that opened by a trap-door into the arbour, [ 
ſtood motionleſs at the ſight for ſome moments, i 
_ diſtruſt of my ſenfes, but two ſuch objects as ſhe and 
her riches, ſoon awoke me from my trance, and [ 
advanced to take poſſeſſion of both, reſolving not te 
diſcover myſelf till a more proper time ; the ſtrange 
nels of my dreſs, that was deſigned to ftrike horror 
and the blood which, from ſcenes of cruelty and mur 
der juſt committed, till recked upon mv hands a 
face, making it impoſſible that ſhe ſhould know me, 
At the ſight of me, the women all ſhrieked, anc 
Amelia, as I advanced to lay hold on her, fell into; 
ſwoon. This embarraſſed me greatly, as I had n( 
time to loſe, for our centinels juſt then ſounded a te 
treat. However, I thought I would wait a' little, ti 
ſee if ſhe recovered, and itooping to raiſe her to giv 
her air, I received ſuch a blow from behind, as de 
prived me of all ſenſe for ſeveral hours ; when, 0 
my recovering, 1 found my ſeif chained on the groun 

in a dungeon, Ee | 
I was ſome time before I could believe my ſenſes, « 
conceive where I was; but I foon found my fate 
when the jailor coming to ſee if I was alive, gave 
to underſtand, that my companions had gone off wit 
" out me, and left me in the hands of a nobleman, wh 
had himſelf knocked me down, as I was going to co 
mit a rape upon his lady while ſhe lay in a ſwoon 
| and that I had been thrown into this dungeon, tha 
if I recovered, I might ſuffer the puniſhment due 
the outrages we had committed both here, "and | 
the ſeveral other places of their d6minions. 
I wanted no further information to ſhew mel 
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horrors of my ſituation. 1 ſaw them all, and agpra- 


vated an hundred fold, by the accuſations of my own 
conſcience, that could-now trace the hand of Heaven 
io the Juſtice of my puniſhment, which had thus over- 
taken me, in the. preſence, and on the account of 
Amelia.—LI wiſhed for death, as my only relief, and 
determined to feek it :; But, alas; my reſolution failed 
me ; and I feared to die. In this miſery I was drag- 
coed betore a magiſtrate, who, enumerating the crimes 
we had been guilty of, condemned me to uinmmediate 
death—'T'his ſenteace, ſo much milder than my fears, 
awoke an hope of farther mercy, to obtain which, 
my evil genius ſuggeited it to me, to apply to Amelia, 
abſurdly flattering myſelf, that ſome ſparks of her love 
for me might yet remain alive, or,at leaſt, her goodneſs 


take delight in ſhewing itſelf ſuperior to my ill treats 


ment. Baſe hepe, that met its juſt reward ! x:1 

[ therefore waved attempting 'a defence of othe? 
crimes, as I was conſcious, that I could not make any, 
dut aſſerted my innocence, as to the particular charge 
of a baſe deſign upon Amelza, at the time I was taken, 
adding,that, ** I had the honour of being nearly related 
* to that lady, and that, if I was indulged with a few 
* words with her, in the preſence of all there, I hoped 
6 I might be found to merit a mitigation of ay ſen- 
7 26006 ------ | 

On my mentioning the name of Amelia, 1 obſerved 
one of the principal perſons in the court, whom I ſoon 
underſtood to be her huſband, kindle into rage. He'did 
not however interrupt me; butas ſoon as I had conclud- 
ed, he ſtarted up, and exclaimed with the moſt furious 
indignation : ** Amelza thy relation ! No more than an- 
** gels are related to devils, by ſpringing from the 


* ſame creator! Her virtues are diſhonovred by the. 


*« claim ! But ſhe ſhall appear and diſprove the odtous 
* calumny.” —Saying which words, he inſtantly went 
jor her, while an hollow murmur of ſurprize and de- 
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2B CHRYSAL: On, rue 
teſtation made the ſilence of the court the more dread. 
ful, and heightened the horrors of my ſuſpenſe. 

But I waited not long ; Amelia ſoon appeared, led 
in by her huſband, and being ſeated by the judye, 
© Where (ſaid ſhe, looking round with the ſerenity 
* of conſcious virtue) Where is the perſon who *_ 
*« heis related to me?” 

The ſight of her threw me into ſach a conflid of 
paſſions, that, without reflecting where I was, or how 
neceſſary it might be for me to "raiſe her campaſſion 
by ſome moving addreſs, that might ſoften the ſever. 
ty of her reſentment for my former treatment of her, 
as well as aſſure her of my innocen=e of any baſe deſign 
again her perſon, in the condition ſhe was in when [ 
rras taken, I could not forbear crying out in Engliſh, 
ſo I had ſpoken before in Spani/h, in which [ exprel- 
ſed myſelf but badly, © O Amelia haſt thou then forgot 
cc me $99 

At the ſound of my voice ſhe ſtarted, and, looking 


earneſtly at me for a moment, fell upon her knees, and, 


lifting her hands and eyes to Heaven, ſhe ſaid aloud 
In Spaniſh, ** O God, how ſignal is thy juſtice ! Let 
«© me, let all the world acknowledge and adore it !” 
—And then riſing and turning to her huſband, who 
ſtood in amazement : ** This, my lord (faid ſhe) this 
* 1s the man of whom I have informed you : "This is 
«© that Trafick whoſe baſe diſhoneſty obliged me to 
«« leave my native country; and ſo, by that providence 


* which 1s able to turn the greateſt misfortune into a 


«*« bleſſing, was made the cavſe of my preſent happt- 
«© neſs with you. I abjure all kindred with him ; I de- 
*« fire he may be examined as to my ſtory ; and, if he 
«© can vary in the leaſt from what I have told you, 
** let me be condemned to the ſevereſt puniſhment, 
** but that of ſtaying longer in his ſight, or ever ſeeing 
*© his face more.” | 

On this ſhe withdrew, without deigning a look at 


d 
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me : But her words had a proper effeR upon my heart, 
and I reſolved to do her juſtice, I therefore prevented 
her huſband's command, and, in as few words as poſ- 
ſible, related the black affair with the ſtricteſt truth, 
When I had concluded, her lord declared, that I had 
not only confirmed every thing ſhe had told him, but 
:Iſo added many circumſtances of my own guilt, which 
ſie had omitted or perhaps not known. 

So complicated guilt ſeemed to require. conſideration 
to find out proper puniſhment, ſo I was remanded 
to my dungeon, but without the leaſt encouragement _ 
to hope. The next day I was again brought into the 
court, where my former ſentence was changed into 
that of being broke alive upon the wheel ; and this 
ſeverity was ſaid to be in juſtice to Amel;a. 

When I had ſtood fome moments ſtupified with 
fear, the judge addrefled me again in thefe words : 
«« Thou heaſt heard, O wretched man, the ſentence 
«* due to thy crimes ; but great as they have been, 
* mercy extends her hand to thee. The virtues 
« of the illuſtrious Donna Amelia over-balance thy 
« guilt, and have prevailed for a mitigation of 
* thy puniſhment, in gratitude to that divine provi- 
* dence which made thee the cauſe of her coming 
A [Dong us. Thou ſhalt not die, becauſe we would 

* pot Kill thy ſoul, before thou haft had time to 
* repeat of thy crimes, nor ſhalt thou ſuffer torture, 
* that thy ſtrength may not be impaired for the la-. 
* bour to which thy life is doomed ; for this 1s the 
* laſt day thou ſhalt ever behold the light of Heaven : 
* thou ſhalt immediately deſcend into the mines, 
* there to work out the reſidue of thy unhappy days, 
* 10 raifing that gold for the uſe of others, the inſa- 
* tiable deſire of which was the cauſe of all thy 
-” pur,” 

I would have ſpoken in the agony of my ſoul, to 
Cfire death; but I was ſtopped by the judge, who 
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ſternly ſaid, that to.hear a word from me would be an 
inſult upon juſtice. On his ſaying which, I was hur- 
ried away to the mountains over us, and precipitated 
into this gulph, where 1 have now been near—— 

Juſt as he ſaid this, I was obliged to fly away to my 
body, which the unhappy Traffick had thrown from 
bis hand, into the veflel in which it was to be raiſed 
from the mine. - 

The length of this ſtory will make you wonder, when 
I tell you that the ſpirit of Traffict /ewwed it to me ina 
moment, for no longer did the gold remain in his 
poſſeſſion : and I am always obliged to attend my bo- 
dy whenever it changes its maſter. But to under. 
ſtand- this, you muſt be informed, that awe ſpirits ds 


not diſtinguiſh our exiftence by time, or @ ſucceſſion of parts, 


as men do; with us, there is nothing paſt or to come, but 
every thing is preſent at one view, fo far as the natural 
courſe of cauſes and effects is preſerved free from in- 
terruption by ſuperior power. 
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CurysAL purſues the hiſtory of his adventures. He ex 
plains ſome difficulties in his own nature. He is offered 
at confeſſion to a prieſt. The confeſſion and creed of a 
native PERUVIAN, The Svugnce enjoined toe by a 
Jeſuit. 


HERE is no crime, however black in its own 
nature, that does not receive an aggravation 
from hypocriſy ; but the higheſt aggravation of this 
vice is, when it makes a pretext of the beſt inſtitu- 
tions, to promote the praQice of the worſt ations, 
Of this I have ſeen innumerable inſtances, in the ad- 


ventures of my preſent ſtate ; though none ſo flagrant 
as what I ſhall now relate, 
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You may imagine I felt pleaſure at emerging from 

hat infernal abyſs into light. There was nothing 
.markable in the three or four firſt ſtages I went 
cough, my temporary owners, being only the re- 
1ers and other tradeſmen, who purified me from 
zixtures of mineral droſs, 

[ e you are deſirous to know how I could preſerve 
1.identity, when melted down with large quantities 
f the ſame metal. But you muſt know, that /pirirts 
ave a power of expanding or contrating themſelves into 
bat dimenſions they pleaſe; and that their life is net con- 
wd to any particular parts, at the heart or head, as in man, 
at is diffuſed through their whole bodies, ſo that any part 
ring ſeparated from the reſt, does not die * ; but that por- 
ion of ſpirit which was in it, at the time of ſuch ſepara= 
ien, ſerves as a life for it, and becomes a diftin@ ſpirit, to 
vform that difiint body, aid fo on, ad infinitum + ; for 
5 it 1s agreed upon, that bodies can be infinitely di- 
ided, upon the ſame principles ſpirit muſt alſo; for 
t would be moſt abſurd and impious to deny of the 
uperior any perfeQion which we attribute to the in- 
ror—— The enlarging of my body, therefore, by 
he addition of more matter, or the leſſening it by 
rer ſo many diviſions, makes no alteration in my 
amene/s, ſo long as my conſciouſneſs remains}: The 
ormer only increaſing my energ y, by the acceſſion of ſo much 
pirit as informed the additional matter || ; tor ave ſpirits 
mbody ourſelves entirely by commixion, and reſolve into 
1h; as the latter ſeparates us again into diſtin be- 
gs, to animate our ſeparated bodies. 

The firſt abſolute owner to whom I belonged, was a 
tive Peruvian, who had found means to purloin a 
onſiderable quantity of gold, part of which I was, 
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and who preſented me, as a peace-offering to an eels 
fiaſtic at conteſſion, 

I fee you have a curioſity to know my ſentiments on 
religious matters; but I have told you before, that [ 
am not allowed to make revelations, ſufficient on this 
head have been already made to man, did not his per. 
verſeneſs diſtort them Tom: their original perſpicuity 
and perfeQion, 

As there was fomething 1 in the tranſaQions which 
paſſed, when I was offzred to this eccleſiaſtic, that 
may be new to you ; I ſhall repeat ſome particulars of 
them. 

You muſt have heard of the authority of the clergy, 
in all the countries which profeſs the religion of the 
Reman Pontiff, and particularly thoſe under the Spaniþ 
monarchy. Of all the ſeveral! orders which compoſe 
this political berarchy, thoſe who call themſelves Tax 


COMPANIONS OF THEIR God *, have acquired the 
greateſt power. 


Though this title may appear profanely great to 
you, yet they ſeem to ſupport it by the ſhare in which 
they aſſume, in ſome of his moſt ſacred prerogatives. 

To a reverend father, of this order, was I preſented, 
on the feſtival called Faffer. He was ſeated in are 
| tired chamber of his temple, in the exerciſe of one of 
the tunQtions of the Deity, hearing and puniſhing, or fir- 
giving ſins, according to his ſovereign pleaſure, It 8 
- Not poſſible to give you here an idea of the ſolemiity 
of this ceremony, in.a country where all religion 1s e- 
vaporated into ſhow. - Be it ſufficient to ſay, that the 
Pageantry was ſuch a mockery of the Deity, as no 0- 
_ ther of his creatures, but man, would dare to commit. 
—The man who brought me into this myſterious fane, 
advanced with fear and trembling to the paray Deity 


——— 


* The Fe/uils call themſelves Socti Tre ; the oy 
of Fefu. 


ApvenTuRes of Aa GUINEA, 33 ®* 
ff the place, and, kneeling before him, confeſſed him- 
ſelf guilty of ſeveral heinous crimes, in the admiſſion of 
involuntary thoughts, and indulgence of the appetites of 
ature, Contrary to the rules laid down for him by his 
ſpiritual guide. But this will be beſt explained by | 
\tances. The firſt crime that the penitent revealed, i 


as having tated a morſel of flgſh on a day when it 
as prohibited. The father, with a ſevere frown, 
old him, ** That was a great fin which he muft | 
« attone for, working two days for the church, with- =. 
© Qut hire, and abſtaining from fleſh, at the ſame time, - 
« tho? it was generally allowed.” 
He next confeſſed, that he had beaten a dog belong- 
ing to a prieſt, which had broke into his hut, and 
aten the pottage prepared for him, by which means 
he had been obliged to go to ſleep without his ſupper. 
At this, the prieſt Knitting his brow into ten-fold aufte- 
ity, exclaimed, ** This is rebellion ! rebellion againtt 
' your God ! Do you not know, that the dog of an 
 eccleſial{tic 15 above the greateſt (even white) layman, 
* much more a wicked native! you muſt make 
* amends !—you muſt !—or” —The tone and geſture 
ith which he ſpoke theſe words, ſo terrified the - 
rembling wretch, that he inſtantly pur his hand into 
is boſom, and, pulling ze out, preſented me, to make 
is peace. As ſoon as I appeared, the prieſt's 
eaatures ſoftened, the tone of his voice fell, and re- 
eaving me, with a gracious ſmile, ** You have not ſaid, 
ons he) that the inaſter of the dog was a Jeſuit ! thy 
' crime, therefore, though great, may be forgiven ! 
* but beware for the future, and. remember, thar 
' the world, and all in it, belongs to us; and that 
' to be gui ty of the leaſt diſobedience, even in 
' thought, is treaſon, and deſerves the ſevereſt pu- 
'niſhment, Proceed ! unburthen your conſcience ! 


'T know your thoughts, but would haye you ſpeak 
Yor. b D 
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them, that I may prove your ſincerity, Proceed) e 
I am in haſte !” 7 
'The penitent then went on—** O father be merciful © 
and I will confeſs all! Returning from my labour « 
one evening late, I found my door faſtened, and, 


no one anſwering when I called, I burſt it in, when 
behold, I ſaw father [gnatius in the very a of car- 
nality with my beloved wife Mootanv / I was amazed! 
and though fear prevented my fſiriking him, ] 
could not forbear thinking in my heart, that he 
who does thoſe things, ean be no god, he muſt he 
only man ; and I curit him in the bitterneſs of m 
ſoul ; out 0 was drunk with wine, and did not 
hear me.” | 

6 earl devil! heretic ! (exclaimed the father 
in a rage) thou intrude upon the privacy of 2 
Fe/uit ! thou ſay, he was but a mar / thou think,iſl © 
he could not know thy very thoughts, becauſe half © 
had drank wine ! audacious flave ! Art not thou * 
and thy wife his? had he not a right to uſe hi x 
own? was it not an honour to thee, ungrateiul 1 
wretch ? and dareſt thou to think a Jeſuit is but off 1 
man ! But 1t 1s enough ! the inquiſition ſhall teach « 
thee faith and obedience ! the inquiſition—”?? ; 
At that tremendous word, the wretch, half dead * 


with fear, fell at his feet, crying out, ** O father * 
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O God, O king, forgive, forgiv2! and (pulling * 
out of his boſom the reſt of his gold) take this * 
O lord, from your poor ſlave, and forgive-—Tak * 
this, which I got at the peril of my life, and fave 
to buy the liberty of my dear child, whom nl. 
maſter took from me ; take it and forgive ; let ie 
{till be a ſhave; let me never ſee her more! But C 
the inuiftion'! ! O forgive, forgive !”? 

The prieſt mollified at the ſight of the gold, replied 
thou knoweſt my compaſkon, but thou abuſelt it 
2nd thy crimes are almoſt too great for mercy. 4 


e hope thou wilt amend, and tranſgrefs ſo no more, 
« T will forgive thee now : but thou muſt be puniſh- 
« ed: Haſt thou no more. gold ?”—*< O, father, no 


&© more, no more! and this I faved to redeem my 


« dear child: O let me get my child !?—IPhat ! in- 
« /olent  doft thou preſume to gopitulate ? Thou ſhalt be 


« puniſhed : Inſtead of getting back thy daughter, thou ſhalt 


« bring me thy Jon, whom I ſaw yeſterday, when I bade 
« thee come to confeſſion. The boy I bleſſed and kiſſed upon 
« my knee.” —** O father, father, take all the gold, 
« and let my daughter remain : But ſpare my ſon ; 
* he is too young, O father too young for thee”? — 
« * The inquifttion /””—** O take him, farher, take 
« him, take all, but ſpare me; I fly to bring my 
on * RON to thee;; O ſpare me from the inquiſition !?? 

—*<* *Tis avell, be comforted ; thy fins ſhall be forgiven ; 
" > ke if thou behawveſt well, thy fon may alſo be reſftor- 
« ed, I fear thou haſt forgotten thy Chriſtian faith ; let 
* me hear thee repeat thy creed.” — The man — 
re-aſſured, to hear that he ſhould eſcape the inquiſt- 
tion, and comforted with the hope of having his fon 
reſtored, began thus. *« I believe that God made 


© the AE and all things in it, for my lords Tae 
* JesviTs; and that I mutt worſhip lum by obeying 


* them, and ſaying the prayers they dire me, to 
« the ſaints, and the bleſſed Virgin, the mother of 
« God, and above all, to the great faint I6naTivs 
* Loyola. But if I diſfobey their commands 1n any 
*« thing, or repine at their ſervice, or think that 1 
** muſt obey the wviceroy before them, I ſhall be burn- 
** ed to death in the inquiſition here, and the preat 
{© devil will burn me for ever, after | am dead.” — 
** Well, fon, remember and pradi/e thy creed, and thy ur ns 


* ſhall be Ons fe thee « Go and bring rhe bey when it ts 
Ark.” 
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CHAP. VII. 


T he holy father's tenderneſs to another penitent, who had ra. 
wiſhed, murdered, and robbed his own brother's wife. Hy 

| accepts the ſpoils as a recompence to the church. He hint 
a method of preventing the danger of his brother's reſent- 
ment, and diſmiſſes him with ghoſily advice. 


HE ſeverity with which the Jeſuit required fa- 
tisfaQtion for the imaginary taults of the poor 
Peruvian, may perhaps lead you to think, that his 
zeal would be inexorable to real crimes ; but the fol. 
lowing account will ſhew you, that it was no ſuch 
thing, and that he looked upon nothing as a crime, 
which was not detrimental to the power or temporal 
intereſt of his ſociety—The next penitent who ap- 
proached the mercy-/eat, was a commander in the army, 
| He advanced witha military intrepidity, and kneeling 
down in form, ** Father,” (ſaid he) © I have a long 
<< reckoning to make, and ſome of the articles are ra- 
*« ther heavy.” ** My ſon” (replied the prieſt) © you 
« have had experience of the indulgence of the 
« church, and that no crimes are too black for her 
«© mercy, on proper pettitence, Proceed then and open 
«« your wounds to your phyſician ; nor fear the effi- 
«« cacy of his medicines,” 
« You know then, father” (ſaid the penitent) * that 
«« I have long burned with a paſſion for the wife of 
«© my brother the judge. It was the ſubje& of my laſt 
 ** confeſſion,”—** Iremember it right well” (ſaid the 
father) *© and you may remember alſo what ghoſtly, yet 
*« comfortable advicel gave you, to ſtrive againſt and 
*« ſuppreſs it, if you could.—*< True, father ; but[ 
** told yon then, that I knew it would be in vain for 
_ © me to firive, as I was reſolved to enjoy her, though 


) 
? 
e 
{ 
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« at the hazard of my life.”*—*©* But, ſon, did 1 not 
« comfort you, by ſaying, that if you found it in 
« yain to ſtrive, and could not live without her, as 
& life was the greateſt good in this world, it was juſt 
« that you ſhould preſerve yours, by obtaining whar 
« you were ſo violently ſet upon, but always to be 
«* careful that you condutted matters ſo, as not not to 
* pive offence by your ſucceſs.” —** Ah! but father, 
«* that was not in my power : She Wiz<Gtat to all my 
« jntreaties: and that threw me into ſuch deſpair, 
*« that, not able to wait any longer, 1 have this very 
* morning, had recourſe to force;''-=-** That was reaj- 
« ly bad, if it could have been avoided ; but, as you 
« would not have forced her, if ſhe would have 
*« complied willingly, that alters the caſe very much 
* 1n your favour, and perhaps ſhe put you ro that 
« trouble, only to ſave the appearance of her own vir- 
* tue, and if fo, you have both ated right, and there 
* is no harm done, provided the affair is not diſcloſed-?? 
* O, father, thatis the thing ; [ was afraid of that ; 
* and as her huſband had always been a father to me, 
*and all my future hopes depended on him, I fo 
* greatly dreaded her telling him, that to prevent, 
' as ſoon as I had enjoyed her I cut her throat.” 


© Murder! O fie; it is an heinous crime : hlood 
* calls for blood : your caſe is terrible.” —** I feared 


os father; but L depended on your tenderneſs ; 

' as I did not think it reaſonable, that I ſhould Se 
' all the pleaſure of the crime, and you only the 
* trouble of forgiving, 1 ſtripped "or of theſe jewels, 
* which give me leave to offer you.”? 

*« You are a prudent man, my ſon; I thought you 
' would att with diſcretion. I accept the jewels as 
Goats echt to the holy church, for your fins ; 


and as the value of them (indeed they are coit!y 
gems) proves the ſincerity of your repentance, [ 


hall not hefitate to pronounce your fins forgiven, 
D 4 
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« # For though adultery is a great ſin, and, in this MW 
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caſe, aggravated by rape and inceſt, yet as you M* 
ſay, it was not becauſe the was the wife of another 

man, and eſpecially your brother, that you deſired 
her, but merely as ſhe was a beautiful woman, WW: 


therefore the adultery and inceſt came 1n but by MW: 


accident ; and then, as you raviſhed her only be. W* 
cauſe ſhe would not comply, the fin of the rape is W* 
certainly hers, as I ſaid before; for, it I torce a M* 
man to commit a crime, I am guilty of that crime, W* 
and not he: and again, though murder is a moſt MW* 
heinous ſin, yet as you killed her not merely to in- M* 
dulge a murderous intent, "but to prevent her dif. W* 
covering your having forced her, and fo ruining W* 
you, the intention quite alters the nature of the M* 
fat, and makes it but ſelf-preſervation, which is MW* 
the firſt law of nature. And laſtly, as you took the M* 
jewels, not with.a deſign to rob her, but to offer M* 
them to the church, 'and accordingly have brought M*© 
them, that concluſion ſanaifies the whole aCtion, M* 
and makes your peace with Heaven, 5 
© For know, my ſon, that crimes which reſpetW* 
man only, as in your caſe, rape, adultery, inceſt, W* 
murder, and robbery, though bad in themſelves, 
'tis true, yet are a pleaſure to the.church to for- 
give, to a faithful and penitent ſon, awho believes af © 
her doftrines, and pays due obedience to her clergy, the 
vicegerents of God on earth, the receivers of her revenues, 
and diſpenſers of her favours and vengeance ; to whit 
all earthly power is ſubſervicnt, avho are the kings 0 
kings, and lords of the world.” —** This, my fon, I 
the doctrine of our holy church, as delivered b 
the moſt learned fathers of our order, in the bt: 
lief of which you will be ſafe from all the powe!s 
of hell: do what you will, whiie you pay faith and 


he ———_—_ 


* See the caſurſiicel Divinity of the Jeſuits throughout, 
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« obedience to the church, ſhe will pardon all your 
« fins.” 

When he had concluded his inſtruQions, with this 
pious exhortation, and ſealed his abſolution with 
a blefling, the 'purified faint aroſe, and ſaid, 
« Holy father, thou haſt ſet my ſoul at eaſe, with re- 
« card to hereafter, but ſtill I fear for this world. 
« [t unfortunately happened, that I was ſeen in the 
« fa&t by a ſervant who eſcaped me, or I ſhould have 
«© charmed her ſilence too; and now I apprehend ſhe 
« will inform my brother,” —** This is unlucky, moſt 
« unlucky (replied the prieſt) I know not what to ad- 
«viſe; I am utterly at a loſs : If you ſhould prevent 
« her malice, and accuſe her of the fa '?—* Oh, 
* but father, the rape ; there may be appearances of 
* that, which would difprove my charge againſt a 
«* woman.” *« Miſtake me not, my ſon, I did not 
« adviſe any ſuch thing ! Heaven forbid that I ſhould 
* adviſe to bear falſe. witneſs again an innocent life ; * 
«I am utterly at a loſs.”—** Suppoſe, father, I 
« ſhould ſtrive to prevent my fears, by taking off my 
© brother, as I cannot find her : (this 1s the only way 
* to make me eaſy; ha, father ; is not that an happy 
«* thought ? I wiſh it, had occurred ſooner, and then 
«* I ſhould have given you but the one trouble,'””— 
« Why, wuly, fon, the dead neither make nor receive 4 
« diſcoveries ; and felf-prefervation will certeiniy jul- 
* tify any thing as 1 have ſaid before: but I muſr ; 
* not adviſe you your own penius is ready, and can” 
*improve an hint ; I muſt know nothing, till the affair 
*1s done; all I can fay, is, that work unfiniſhed had 
* hetter never have been begun, 

** Adieu, my ſon, my blefling waits on all your 
** undertakings. But be ſure to hold the inculgent 
* mercy of the church in grateful remembrance.” 

The officer went away, happy in having lightened 
he burden that was upon his conſcience, 2 2nd big with 
D 4 
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. his ghoſtly direQor retired to mortify his appetites in 
the refeQory of the convent. 


tain all aghaſt. ** O father! father! (ſaid he, #5 


the pious proje& of making the murder of his brothy 
the firſt fruits of his regeneration, He was the laj 
penitent of that morning, and, as ſoon as he was pone, 


CHAP. IX: 
6 | | 
T he father's rage, on hearing that his penitent had ſecreted 
Jome of the jewels. The officer is purſued by his bruther 
to the convent, whether he flies for january. His rey. 
rion from the father, and the terms of their recencilia- 
tion. The father ſends away the judge in a fright, The 
LOEWS ; 
officer 25 recerved into the ſeciety. 


'F HE opreat value of the jewels, which the officer 
had preſented to my maſter, took up ſo much of 

his thoughts, that as ſoon as he had finiſhed his col- 
lation he retired to his cell, to meditate on the far- 
ther advantages he might make of this affair. 
While he was 1n this pleaſing employment, another 
eccleſiaſtic entered, to acquaint him with the murder 
and robbery of the judge's wife, and among other 
particulars of the ſtory, ſaid, that her crucifix, thought 
to be the richeſt in /ay. p»ſe//ion in all Peru, had been 
taken from her.—*<* That'erucifix !?? (exclaimed my 
maſter ſtarting, for he knew it well, and had long 
paid his devotions to it, and now to be cheated thus 
of it when he thought it ſo ju/ly his due, provoked 
him. almoſt to madneſs) ** That crucifix taken too! 
«© Damned ! murderous ! deceitful villain ! villain on 
«* all fides! but I will be revenged !” 
The other prieft underſtood not what he meant, 
and was juſt going to inquire, when in ruſhed the cap- 


* ſoon as he could ſpeak) ſanuary ! ſanQuary ! my 
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6 WY is at the gate, with all the officers of juſ- 
« tice! —At this the father grinned an inſulting 
ſmile, and beckoning to the other prieſt to withdraw. 
« Wretch, ſaid he, thou fſacrilegious wretch ! how 
« couldſt thou dare to enter theſe holy walls, violated 
« by thy guilt ? Didft thou not fear the fate of Au- 
© anias and Sapphira ? As thou didft deceive me, 
© with thy feigned penitence, and haſt lied to the 
« Lord, in concealing what thou haſt moſt juſtly de- | 
« voted to him, 1 revoke the abſolution I gave thee, 
© and will deliver thee to juſtice, to receive the pu- 
© niſhment due to thy crimes. Theſe holy walls af- 
© ford no ſanQtuary to ſacrilege ! 
The poor criminal ſtood confounded at the re- 
roaches which he dared not interrupt, though he 
ould not comprehend the cauſe or meaning of them. 
\t length, when the prieſt had exclaimed himſelf out 
ff breath, the trembling wretch replied, ** O father ! 
* what can have kindled thy wrath againſt me? I 
' have committed no crime, ſince thy abſolution 
* purged my ſoul ! I was only going towards my bro- 
© ther's houſe, when I met him, and the ſervant with 
* him, with all the officers of juſtice, in ſearch of 
W me, on which I fled direQly to you for ſanQuary.”” 
'—l grant no ſanuary to ſacrilege”—** What ſa- 
' crilege, O father ??——* The'crucifix, deceitful 
W wretch ! Where is thy ſiſter's crucifix? Haſt thou 
' not defrauded the church of her due ? Didſt thou 
not ſay, that thou tookeſt thy fiſter's jewels, only 
to make a peace-offering for thy ſins, and then to 
lecrete, thus, the moſt valuable part of them! This 
is defrauding the labourer of his hire! This is de- 
frauding the church of her rights, without mak- 
ing the proper compenſation! And what can be 
Dy ſacrilege ?” 
juſt at theſe words, a knocking at the gate awoke 
: HS from his amaze, anc made him apprehend 
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that he had not a minute to loſe ; he therefore, with 
the readieſt preſence of mind, replied, —** The cruci. 
« fix, father! you aſtoniſh me ! did notI giveit you?” 
—And then putting his hand into his boſom, and 
pulling it out with a look of ſurpriſe, he reached it to 
him. —PForgive, O father (ſaid he) the crime of inad. 
vertency ; 1 meant not to have kept it from you, but 
only overlooked it, in my confuſion ! accept it ! ac. 
cept all I am maſter of, and ſave my life.” 

«« Son (replied the father, ſoftening his voice, ang 
«« taking the crucifix) I am glad thou waſt not zxaten- 
© #7onally guilty of fa unpardonable an offence ! I be- 
«« lieve and accept thy excuſe. Be comforted, there. 
«© fore, my fon, thy ſins are forgiven.” O but, fa: 
«« ther, the officers of juſtice.” © What officers, 
« what juſtices dare attempt to ſhew her face within 


_& theſe walls? Thou art my penitent, I have ab- 


&« fglved thee, and will defend thee. Sit down, and 
* compoſe thy ſpirits, while I repel this bold intru« 
* ſion on the peace and privilege of theſe holy walls.” 

Saying thus, the father went to the gate of the con- 
vent, where ſtood the judge, diſplaying the guilt of 
the fugitive to the holy fathers, to engage them to 
refuſe him ſanQuary, and give him up to juſtice. 


"But my maſter ſoon ſtopped him. ** Ceaſe (ſaid he, 


*© with a low voice, and downcaſt, meditative look) 
«« diſtvrh not the peace of theſe holy walls. The 
*© man you ſeek is my penitent, He has made ſatis 
« faftion to the church, and reconciled himfelf tt 


«© Heaven. I come this moment from giving him t1 


« ſeal of abſolution. Diſturb not the raptures of hi 
« ſoul, that is now joining with the angelic choir: 
«< in the hymns of joy rated - in heaven for his repen 
«© tance. Depart 1n peace.” 

.. *£ How, father, (exclaimed the judge) can a wretch 
« euilty of ſuch crimes, ſo ſoon have made his peace 
cc he | has deceived you, father; he has not told y0 
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© half his guilt : rape, inceſt, adultery, and murder ! 
* Can they be thus forgiven? So ealy pardons but 
© encourage vice,” * And who art thov, pre- 
« ſumptuous man ! (replied the father, raifing his 
* yoice, and putting on an air of authority) and who 
* art thou, that dareſt thus to call the power of 
« God's holy church 1n queſtion ? What faith, or 
© rather what Fere/y has taught thee this preſump- 
© tion? Doſt thou meaſure the divine authority of 
« our unerring tribunal by the weak rules of thy 
« blind law ? Are not the keys of Heaven ours ; and 
© have we not the power to looſe as well as to bind? 
© But I ſhall not argue more with thee here ; there 1s 
« 4 tribunal proper for fuch epiniors as thine ; there 
*« try if thy knowledge of thy laws will juftify thy he- 
« refies 3 there thou art not a judge.” 

The firſt mention of hereſy had ſtrut ſuch a terror 
Into the heart of the poor judge, that he was tor 
lome moments unable to reply, At laſt, recolleQing 
imſelt a little, © I ſubmir, O farther, (taid he) I am 
* no heritic; 1 have no opizions but what I learn 
* from the holy church, whoſe power I acknowledge 
«in all its divine plenitude,” —4** ?'Tis well (rephed, 
* the prieſt) *tis well; depart in peace, and to-mor- 
row I will vilit thee, and examine the ſtate of thy 
* conſcience,”? 

The zadge then making a profound reverence, with- 
few without a murmur, and the triumphant father 
turned to Nis penitent, *©* My fon (ſaid he) thine 
* enemies are defeated, 'Vhy reſt is ſecure here, But 
*fuch is their power, and fo ſtrong the general ab- 
* horrence that purſues thy /aze guilt, that it will 
* hot be ſafe for thee ever to leave this ſanuary,” — 
*O father, muſt I he confined for ever here ?”— 
*1 faid not fo, my ſon: there is a way for thee to 
"goin triumph out, above the power of thy preſent 
" perſecutors,”-—< O name it, father,” ——** Take 
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© our vows. . Heaven has bleſſed thee with a fertily 
«« genius, and ſteeled thy ſoul with fortitude. Theſx 
© talents muſt not be buried, an account will be re. 
«« quired of them ; and where can they be put to 
«« proper uſe, except in the ſervice of the donor, in 
* his church? there they will raife thee to that rank 
*« and power, which thou ſeeſt us enjoy. I ſee thay 
«+ yieldeſt, Reſiſt not the motions of the holy ſpirit; 


© I receive thee into the fold. I ſalute thee, brother, 


«« From this moment of thine eletion, mayeſt thy 
&© date thy entrance into the higheit honours of this 
* world, The day approaches, when thy military 
* knowledge and valour may alfo be called into prac- 
© tice. Great events are ripenining in the womb of 
* time!” I yield, O father, (replied the penitent) I re- 
*< ceive thine offer with dve ſubmiſſion and reſpet; 
* and from this moment delicate my valour, ſkill, and 
** every power of my ſoul and body to the implicit 
*< ſervice of thine holy order.” —** It is the hand of 
© heaven that leads thee, no longer ſon, but brother, 
* I will go and acquaint our brethren with thy mira- 

« culens converſion and eletion. Thou haſt no more 
*© to do but to make thy will, and bequeath all thy 
| ** wealth to our order.” —* Bequeath, my father, 
* muſt I die ?”?—*< But to the worid, brother, to live 
«© with us.” —But I have nothing to bequeath.”— 
&« Leave that to us. Do you only give all your for- 
«*« tune, into the hands of your brother, to our ſociety, 
* in conſequence of your admiffion ; and let us "m 
«© that fortune. [ go. 'The bell rings for we/pers- 
** ſhall ſend our notary to you : and when that _ 
© we will reſtore our exhauſted ſpirits with a flight re- 
*« paſt in the refeQory, where I will introduce thee to 
*© our brethren.” 

Ina word, all things were executed, and the nev 
brother admitted in proper time into the order, of 
vhich he has fince riſcu to be one of the brighteſt or- 
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naments. And the judge, to avoid the imputation of 
hereſy, which his 7-mplzed doubt of the church's ſanc-. 

uary had given my maſter the hint of, was glad to 
jay half his wealth to the ſociety, as the fortune of 
jzs pious brother. 

Soon after this-affair was thus happily compleated 
py maſter, that he might openly ſhew his adoration 
f m2 to the world, had me made into a crucifix, in 

which ſhape I was faſtened to his ro/ary, and there 
ublicly received that adoration from the knee, which 
fore was paid me only in the heart, —A repetition of 
Il the occurrences I ſaw in the ſervice of this maſter 
ould be unneceſiary, as the two I have related give 

general idea of them. 


DOE IEEEIEDES 
CHMAP:-X; 


HRYSAL changes his ſervice, and embarks for F.urope 
in an Engliſh man of war. The cauſe and manner of 
his coming that way. The occurrences of his paſſage. 
On his arrival in England, he ts ſent by his majtcr to 
ſettie ſome miſtakes in the wojage. 


WAS heartily fick of ſuch a ſcene, when the time 
came for ſending me into theſe parts of the world, 

here ſcarcity enhances my value, and makes my 
Wer more extenſive. Their being a war between 
an and England at that time, about a liberty of 
ting ſticks upon a deſert ſhore, it was neceſſary to 
ure a ſafe paſſage for the treaſure, by eſtabliſhing 
ht underſtanding with the commander of an Eng- 

? man of war, which was cruiſing in thoſe ſeas. It 
ito my lot to go on this errand in the ſhape of a 
udloon, into which I was caſt to ſave the profana- 
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tion which a crucifix muſt ſuffer in the hands of here, 
tics, OY as 

There was ſome little addreſs requiſite to condug 
this affair with the captain, in ſuch a manner ag 
keep it a ſecret from his officers, to gain all of whon 
would have been too expenſive ; beſides that he woul 
never truſt his /acr-d honour to the fidelity of ſo manyMc 
Burt this was readily adjuſted, "The refinements off 
modern politeneſs having ſoftened the natural feroci 
of a ſtate of war, and admitting an intercourſe of 
courtely between parties who profeſs to ſeek: eac 
other's defirudtion, the Spaniſh governor ſent out 
boat, with his compliments to the Engliſh captain 
with a large ſupply of freſh provitons, fruits, win 
&c. | 

This neceſſarily produced a return of civility fro 
the well-bred captain ; and in this intercourſe were th 
terms of his connivance ſettled, as the ſeal of which 
was delivercd to him, among a very large number 
my fellows, who honourably punctual to his promik 
at the appointed time, ſailed away from that ſtatio 
in gueſt of feme ſhi: of the enemy's which he expeftcd ton 
el/eavhere, and did not return till the Spaniſh trealuW** 
was beyond his reach. 

AS this was a compliment of great conſequence 
ihe Spariard;, the captain had been ſo handſomely co 
ſidered for it, that his deſires were ſatisfied, and I" 
only wiſhed to bu ſafe at home, to enjoy the wealth 
had ſo happily acquired, Often would he take me dl 
(for the beauty of my new impreflion had ſtruck | 
eye, and gained me the honour of being kept 
purſe) often, I ſay, would he take me out of his pul 
and, gazing on me till his eyes watered, ** O thou l 
« of all my toils and dangers ! (would he fay) ti 
* crown of all my hopes ! now I have obtained tl 
<« T am content ! Let others ſeek that phantom glo 
« I have in thee the more ſolid reward, for whid 
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«always fought, nor ſhall any thing tempt me to 
« hazard being ſeperated from thee.” A reſolution 
which he had the opportunity of ſhewing in all its 
trength a few days after, when a ſhip appeared, 
which he thought to be a Spaniſh man of war, 

As ours was a ſhip of force, and all the officers (ex- - 
cept the captain) were very poor: and as the Spaniſh 
ſhips are always richly laden with treaſure in thoſe ſeas, 
the crew was in the higheſt ſpirits at this ſight, and 

made every thing ready to attack her, with the moſt 
eager alacrity, But the caſe was quite different with 
the captain, He was now as rich as he deiired, and 
dreaded the loſs of that wealth which he had ſo long 
laboured for. He, therefore, retired into his cabbin, 
while the lieutenants were c/earing ſhip, and taking me 
out of his purſe, with a look of tendernels that brought 
the tears into his eyes, ©** And ſhall I hazard the loſs of 
* thee (he cried) the objec, the reward of a lite of toil 
« and danger ? Shall I facrifice the only good of life 
« to that chimera, honour? to that bubble lighter 
« than air, and more varlable than the wind, the inte- 
« reſt of my country? What is honour without wealth ? 
* What is a country to him that has nothing in it ? 
*« Let the poor fight for money, I have enough ! 1-t. 
* the ambitious fight for glory, I deſpite the empty 
* name. Let thoſe who have a property in their coun- 
* try fight for it, I have none, nor can have, nor any 
WW of. its bleffings, without thee; and therefore will 


** not venture thy loſs for any ſuch vain condera- 
* tions.”? 


As ſoon as he had formed this FW] reſolution, 
e claſped me to his heart, kifſed me, and returned me 
Into- his purſe, juſt as the lieutenant came in, to te!l 
lim, they could now make the ſhip which mult be 
raitly rich, ſhe was ſo deep in the water. My maſter 
ce no reply, but, taking a teleſcope in his hand, 
© vent upon the quarter-deck, and viewing her for 


| 
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ſome time, with great apparrent earneſtneſs, « y,, Mi 
« are all miſtaken (faid ne) in that ſhip ! rich indeeg1f« 
*© and ſo ſhe may remain for us. That ſhip is a firt. 
* rate man of war by her ſize : And as for her depthinſ 
«« the water, ſhe 1s only brought down by her gunz, i 
- **, which are fifty-two pounders at leaſt, Put about thei 
«* ſhip, and make all ſail poſſible from her. I am 
« anſwerable for his majeſty's ſhip committed to my 
© care, and will not ſacrifice her againſt ſuch odds, 
«© Her weight of the metal would blow us out of the 
© water. Beſide, L have a packet on board, and muſtifff: 
* not go out of my way: about /ip, and way direQy, 
«6c I fay. ”, 

The officers ſtood aghaſt at. this ſpeech, that diſap- 
Pointed all their golden hopes . "They urged, they be- 
ſeeched, they remonttrated, that it was impoſlible ſhelf 
could be what he ſaid: they inſiſted that the colour of 
her ſails, and the heavineſs of her going, proved he 
to be a ſhip of trade that had been long at ſea: and 
as, for her bulk, it only encouraged them to hope ſl 
would prove the better prize, as all the ſhips that car 
the treaſure are very large ; that they had obſerve 
they awronged her ſo much, they could go round he 
if they pleaſed ; and begged only that they might be 
_ permitted to take a nearer view of her, which the) 
were confident would prove her to be what they ſaid 
| They alledged the opportunity of making all thel 
fortunes; the honour, the intereſt 6f their countryMWay 
They begged, ſwore, ſtormed, and wept ; but all Mi; 
vain. The captain had taken his reſolution ; anWt 
would vouchſafe no other anſwer than a repetition 9 
of what he had ſaid before, ** That he was account 
*« able for his majeſty's ſhip,”and would not hazary 
*« her, to gratify them : beſide, the delay of the pa 
« ket he had on board, might be of worſe conſe 
« quence than the taking of ſuch a ſhip, (ſhould 
« even be whatthev ſaid, though he-was certain | 
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te'the contrary,) would make amends for. And that, 
« as to going nearer to her, the length of her guns 
« would enable them to drive every ſhot through and. 
« through his ſhip, at a diſtance that his could never 
« reach her from ; though, if they ſhould be mad: e- 
« nough to engage her, his /mall-ſhot could never: - 
« pierce ſuch mountains of timber as her ſides were 
« barricadoed with.” And ſo, as his power was ab- 
ſolute, they were obliged to ſubmit, and off he fheered. 
It is impoſſible to deſcribe the diſtrattion which this 
affair threw our ſhip into. The officers aQted all the 
inconſiſtent outrages of madneſs. The men chewed 
he guid, damned their eyes and limbs for their bad 
luck, and went to work as uſual; while ſeveral poor 
ck wretches, whoſe ſpirits had been ſo raiſed by the 
hopes of ſuch a prize, that they had forgot their com- 
plaints, and exerted all their ſtrength, to affiſt in the 
ngagement, now ſunk under the weight of the diſap- 
ointment, and crawled back, many of them to die f 
2 their hammocks. | 8 
But the captain had carried his point, and regarded 
ething elſe : though indeed he was ſomewhat dif- 
oncerted a few days after, ' when he learned from 
Wanother ſhip, that ſhe really was a regi/er ſhip of im- 
enſe value, and ſo weakened by hard weather and 
cxneſs, that. ſhe could not have attempted any re- 
ſtance, but had {prepared to frike the moment ſhe 
Wi us. This information added ſuch fuel to the rage 
What inflamed the officers before, that all intercourſe 
Wetween them and their captain was entirely broke of, 
"WW that 7 became his ſole companion. 

This laſted all the while we were at a diſtance from 
wand; but, as we drew near home, the captain's 
lfneſs began to bend, and he made ſeveral advances 
areconciliation and general amneſty, as he could 
it but fee] ſome apprehenſions for his condu& from 
s ſuperiors, - But all was in vain, The thought of 
BOL. bs ST , 
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returning in poverty, inſtead of that wealth which hs 
had diſappointed them of, kept up their reſentment, 
and they determined to complain, if only for the ſa- 
tisfaion of revenge. 

This convinced my maſter, that methods muſt be 
taken to obviate their attempts, or he might run a 
greater hazard at home than he intended to avoid 
abroad, He therefore prudently concluded, that the 
ſame argument which had been. ſo powerful with him. 
ſelf, would be the moſt effeAuial to vindicate what he 
had done with others, and that it would be better to 
ſhare the ſpoil, than riſk the loſs of all. 

For this intent, as ſoon as he arrived in England, he 
took me from his purſe once more, and Jooking ear- 
neſtly at me for ſome moments, ** We muſt part (ſaid 
*© he, witha ſigh) we muſt part! but I hope to good 
«© purpoſe. Thou only waſt the cauſe of that con- 
«© du which now gives me fear ; exert therefore thy 
« influence equally, where I now ſend thee, and thou 
*« wilt excuſe my fault, if it is one.” Tears, at the 
_ thought of loſing me here, choaked his utterance, 
He gave me a laſt kiſs, and ſent me direRly away, in 


company with a conſiderable number more to mediate 
his peace, | 
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CHAP. XL. 


The good conſequences of a ri ob underſtanding between cer 
tain perſons, CHRYSAL'S reflefttions on his firſt ſeeing 
the public offiges in London. His maſter wiſits a gentle- 
man, who, in the vehemence of his rage againſt certain a- 
buſes, hit himſelf a wiolent flap on the face. The nece/- 
fl ty of decency, and the methods of ſupporting it, inſtanced, 
in the hiſtory of a pretty fellow. 


S the. delicate nature of this tranſaQion required 


ſome addreſs, he entruſted the management of 
it to his purſer, who had convinced him by many in- 


ſtances, of his ſagacity in the methods of obtaining 
an influence over the great. 

As ſoon as my new maſter arrived in Londen, his firſt 
care was to execute the commiſſion for which ave had 
been given to him; but the perſon, to whom his ap=_ 
plication was to be made, happening to be our of 
town for a few days, that he might not loſe avy time, 
he proceeded to ſettle ſome affairs of his own ; in the 
courſe of which I had an opportunity of ſeeing into 
leme part of the ſecrets of his myſterious buſineſs, 

The profeſſed motive for his coming to town, was 
to ſettle his own, and paſs his captain's accounts, be- 
tween which there was a conneCtion not neceſlary to 
be known to any other : for though my late maſter did 
not think it confiſtent with his dignity to be too fami= 
liar with his officers, and generally flighted their opi- 
nion, if only to ſhew his own ſuperiority and keep them 
at a proper diſtance, with him and his purſer the caſe 
WS quite otherwiſe, the beſt underſianding always 
lubliſting between them, and every affair being con- 
certed with the greateſt harmony, to their mutual ad- 
vantege: an agreement, which, beſides the comfort 
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and convenience of it to themſelves, had this happy 
influence- over. the reſt of the ſhip's company, that it 
kept them, if not eaſy, at leaſt quiet, from all mur- 
murings, and complaints of bad proviſions, ſhort 
weights, and ſuch like imaginary grievances, which 
the reſtleſs temper of ſeamen is too apt to make the 
cauſe of much trouble to the purſer, and diſturbancy 
to the captain, when theſe happen not to agree be. 
' tween themſelves. But, as the contrary was the caſe 
here, their common intereſt animated the affiduity of 
my maſter, and made him go direQly to the ſeveral 
offices and contraQors, with whom his bufineſs lay, to 
Prepare every thing 1n proper order for public inſpec- 
tion. 

On my firſt going to theſe public offices, every thing 
gave me pleaſure. There was ſuch an appearance of 
Tegularity in all the proceedings, of eaſe and affluence 
in the officers, that I could not help ſaying to myſelf, 
«« Happy ſtate, whoſe meaneſt ſervants are gentlemen! 
*© whoſe buſineſs is reduced to a ſyſtem, above danger 
«© of confuſion or abuſe !*? But a nearer view ſhewed 
theſe things in another light. The firſt perſon my 
maſter went to, was the gentleman who ſupplied him 
with thoſe kinds of cloathing for the ſeamen, which 
are by theſe merry poor fellows emphatically called 
flops. As he was juſt going to dinner, my maſter ac- 
cepted of his invitation, and fat down with him. A 
round or two of loyal toaſts to the ſucceſs of the navy, 
'and continuance of the war, having waſhed down 
their fare, and refreſhed their ſpirits after the fatigue 
of a full meal, they proceeded to buſineſs, *©* I come, 
6 Sir, (faid my maſter) to ſettle the account of thelaſt 
© cruize. Here it is :. you ſee moſt of the articles 
*« have gone of pretty well: but I muſt tell you, that 
| ** you are more obliged to ſome of your friends for 

' «« that, than you are aware of perhaps; for if J had 
not prevailed on the captain, to let the alchoule- 
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« the ſlop-ſellers off, when the men received their pay, 
« on going out, you would have had but a black liſt 
« of it, But, by this management, the fellows ſpent 
« all their money in drink, and then neceſſity drove 
« them to me for cloaths.” 

** Here is to the captain's good health (anſwered the 
« other) and that I may ſoon ſee him at the head of 
« the navy: I am very much obliged to you and 
« him, and ſhall conſider your friendſhip properly. 
|< But is there no way of preventing thoſe pedlars 
« from intruding thus upon us ? I am reſolved I will 
« try: I believe I can make an intereſt, (you under- 
« ſtand me) that will procure me an order to exclude 
« them : at leaſt, if I cannot do that, \I will inſiſt on 
« raiſing my terms; for every branch of buſineſs is 
« now ſo loaded with preſents and perquiſites, that 
« there is ſcarce any thing to be got. A man who 
© goes to a public office, to receive money, Tuns 
« the gauntlope through ſo many of them, that if 
© he does not make up his accounts in a very maſter- 
* ly manner indeed, he will have but little to ſhew, 
* for his pains, in the end.” —*< Very true (replied 
* my maſter) I have had experience of what you ſsy, 
* this very morning. You know it is ſome years 
ſince I have been in town before: I was therefore 
* quite ſurpriſed at the gay appearance of every clerk 

'1n the offices. Our midſhipmen, on the paying of 

* a ſhip, are nothing to them: So! thought I to 

* myſelf: this is very well! Such fine gentlemen as 
' theſe will never ſtoop to take the little perquiſites 
* which their ſhabby predeceſſors were ſo eager for : 
' They cannot want them. Accordingly, as ſoon 
'a35 I had done my buſineſs, I was preparing to 
' make a handſome ſpeech and a leg, and fo walk 
'off; but I was ſoon undeceived ; and found, to my 
* ho ſmall aſtoniſhment, that, if the caſe was altered 
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manner they do; for though their own exorbitznt 


tion, 1 added a Londoy-made ſuit to his country vi 
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it was no way for the better for me ; the preſent fg 
gentlemen being to the full as rapacious as thz 
tormer ſhabby fellows, and with this addition t 
the evil, that their expeQations were raiſed, in 
proportion to their appearance, ſo that they muſt 
have a crown, where the others were ſatisfied with 
a ſhilling. 
«© And how canit be otherwiſe (returned the other) 
while the principals fet them ſach an example of 
extravagance, and enforce obedience to it. in the 


ſalaries enable them to live with the luxury of al. 
dermen at home, and make the appearance © 
courtiers abroad, how can they think, that their 
hackney underlings ſhall be able to change thei 
dreſs with the court, and appear with all the pre 
ciſe foppery. of pretty fellows, if they have not 
clandeſtine ways of getting money : and that thi 
is the caſe, I can give you an inſtance not to bi 
contradited. 
« Perhaps you may remember a little boy, tha 
ran about the houſe here, when you were in th 
town laſt, his mother was ſervant to my firſt witc 
you cannot forget black-eyed Nan: who was th 
father is nothing to my fiory, but I took care 0 
the boy. When he grew up, I thought the bc 
thing I could do for him, was to get him 1nto on 
of the public offices, for he was too ſoft for m 
own buſineſs, and this I imagined would ſharpe 
him, and 50/. a year keep him from being an ex 
pence to me. Accordingly, I got him admitted: 
an additional clerk, in this buſy time; and th 
his appearance ſhould not ſhame my recommend 


drobe, which I thought good enough for. him 
wear every Cay. 
+ Well; thus equipped, to the office he went, 


q 
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7 good-looking a lad as ever\ came from a 121. aca- 
« demy in Yorkſhire, which had been the height of 
« his education, But I ſoon found that I had been 
« qut in my reckoning, for going with him to intro- 
« duce him to the, head clerk, whom I had before 
« ſpoken properly to, in his behalf, I found the 
« whole office in deep mourning, which, as it had 
« heen ordered only for the court, and was to hold 
« but for a fortnight longer, I had never thought of 
« dreffing him 1n ; but I ſoon found that I had not a 
« proper opinion of the conſequence of the place, — 
« For the head-clerk gave me a friendly hint, that 
« jt was expected, that all the clerks in his majeſty's 
« offices ſhould ſhew the decent reſpe& of conforming 
« to the dreſs of the court, on theſe ſolemn occaſions. 
« —[ could not help exclaimiag, I believe a little 
* too ſhortly, What, Sir ! upon a ſalary of 5o/. a year? 


« Sir, (replied he) no body is forced to take that ſa- 


« lary; and they who do not like the rules of the of- 
* fice, are at liberty to leaveit: and then turned off 
* upon his heel.” —<* I beg your pardon, Sir, (faid 
«1; ſeeing my error). it was an overſight of mine ; 
* but it ſhall be amended.” —The ſooner the better, 
« Sir, (anſwered he) for his lordſhip will be in the 
« office to-morrow, and he mult not ſee any thing ſa 
*« irregular ; and, pray, Sir, (turning to the lad) get 
« that fleece on your head ſhorn a little (his hair 
* flowed down, in modeſt ringlets, on his ſhoulders) 
* and ſtrive to appear ſomething like a gentleman. 

** I fawit was in vain to ſay any thing, and ſo 
* took the boy away with me ; and had: him equip- 


* ped, next day, in all the faſhionable trappings 1 of 


** woe, with his hair ſhorn indeed, and tied up in a 
** bag, by a French barber, for I would not ſtand 
a 7 a trifle when my hand was in, and then went 

* with him myſelf, being defirous to ſee how he 
* would be received in his new appearance ; but alas! 
E 4 
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*© I had forget that indiſpenſable article of a pentl 
*< man's dreſs, a ſword, which 1 was therefore obligy 
** ed to ſend out for direaly, In a fortnight's time, 
<< the order for the courts going into ſecond mourn. 
<< ing put me to the ſame expence over again ; for 
<< the rules of decency were not to be diſpenſed with, 
<< and then, in a month after, it was as neceſſary to 
trim his light grey frock with a ſilver edging of 
coxcomb, tnat he might not appear worſe than his 
fellows; all which, with many other as neceſſary 
et cetera's by the end of the firſt quarter, conſum. 
<< ed his year's ſalary. Y | 

** This enraged me to that degree, that I was go. 
<< 10g to take him away dire&aly ; but the boy had by 
<© this time got ſome inſight into the ways of the 
<< place, and prevented me, ſaying, that if I would 
<< try, but for another quarter, he was ſatisfied that 
«*« his perquiſites would more than defray all ſuch ex- 
<«* pences; and fo I find they do; for though he 15 
<© now a ſmart well drefſed a young fellow as any a 
<< bout town, he has never ſince troubled me for x 
«© ſhilling : nay, more than all this, he aſſures me, 
<< there are ſome of his fellow clerks who keep foot: 
** ten and horſes, and have routs and concerts at 
_«« their houſes, as regularly as people of the firll 
«« rank ; and by all the perquiſites of a place of fitty 
*© pounds a year. | 

«© Now as all thoſe perquiſites are draw-backs up* 
*© on us as I ſaid before, we cannot carry on the bu- 
*« ſineſs on the uſualTerms, if we do not bring up our 
*« loſs in the quality of the goods, for it would be ab- 
«« ſurd to expe, that we ſhould lower our living to 
« Jet ſuch fellows run away with the profit of our 1n- 
« duſtry. In ſhort, my wife's chariot ſhall not be 
*« put down, nor will I deny myſelf a bottle of claret 
** to give you or any other friend, to ſave all the ſea- 
* men in Britain from periſhing with cold : Chal 
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« begins ' at home; I will inſiſt upon having thoſe 
« pedlars prevented from interloping upon our trade, 
© and ſo, Sir, my ſervice to ou” 
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HRYSAL'S maſter gives his friend ſome hints, that make 
him lower his his note. An uncommon piece of generoſity 4 
relurned more politely than could be expefed from the 
parties. An odd flory of an unfaſhionable leward. The 
fucceſs of C HRYSAL's mediation in favour of his late 

maſter. 
| Y maſter had heard him out, though not with 

the greateſt patience, and now taking the op- 

ortunity of his ſtopping to drink, ** All this may 
* be true (ſaid he) and what you propoſe might poſ- 
* fibly have been done, and with the effe& you de- 
fire, ſome time ago: but matters are altered a 

© good deal, at preſent, both among the gentlemen. 
' of the navy, and here too, as Iamtold; and in- 
deed, in reſped to this affair, thoſe things are made 
' ſo infamouſly bad, and rated ſo high, that no-_ 
' body can ſpeak in the defence of them : nay, it 
' even goes almoſt againſt my own conſcience to utter 
' them ; for only think with yourſelf what a bare- 
* faced impoſition it is, to make a poor wretch pay 
' ſeven ſhillings for a coarſe rotten jacket, when even 
' 2 Jeww ſhall ſell him a ſound one, and of finer ſtuff, 
WW for four and ſixpence ; and every thing elſe at the 

' ſame rate. In ſhort, this point is ſo overſtrained, 

MW that it will probably overturn the whole trade, in 
' the end ; far ſeveral of the captains are ſo provok- 


'& at it, that ey take every method they can, to. 
' prevent the ſame from taking up any thing from 
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** us; particularly that which L hinted before, of 
«© keeping off the alehouſe-keepers, and ſuch peo, 
« ple, and encouraging fop- ſellers to come on board, 
«© when the men are paying, by which means they 
« buy good comfortable cloaths, at half-the price of 
« our rotten traſh : Indeed one of them went fo fy 
«* as to buy in a parcel of good ſhoes, at his own ex. 
«© pence, and make a preſent of a pair a-piece toil 
« his zop-mer, when they were going out on a cruize, 
e« as they had ſpent their money, and could not by 
«« for themſelves, and our ſhoes were ſo bad, that the 
<« firſt time they went aloft with them, after the 
«© were wet, the rattlings tore them all to pieces, { 
« that it was a common thing to ſee a man come 
«© down bare-footed, who had gone up with a ne 
«« pair of ſhoes on. Though it is but juſt to comfor 
« you, with an account of the return which he me 
« for his kindneſs, which was no leſs than a round 
* robin ® to the lords of the admiralty, for his reful 
* 10g tolet them go aſhore, and ſpend their mone 
< in the ſame manner, the next time they camein. 

« And ſuch a return may their officiouſneſs alway 
© meet (replied the other) for meddling with matte 
* which do not concern them : cannot they be con 
«* tent with their own large gains, without interte 
« ing to hinder others? But I ſee how it 1s: th 
«« ſpirit of patriotiſm has got into them too, forſoot 
«* and they muſt be ſhewing their regard to the pul 
«* lic! What an evil effe& will the bad example ofo 
_ «© man have! There was a time, when they wou! 
*© not havedared to do this. To ſay the truth, m 
lh - iend, this is not the firit alarm we have receiv: 


E——_—_ —_———— 
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* The name the "homie cal their complaints cquinf ihe 
"captain; it is taken from the manner of their /+ gring tht 
_ ewhich is in a circle, ho that there is no knowing Wh /i; 
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« on this head ; though-what to do about it we can- 
« not tell : ' indeed, I believe we muſt e'en mend -our 
« hands 3 which, as half -a- loaf is better than no 
s bread, hard as it 1s upon us, is preferable to loſing 
« the trade quite; in the mean time, I am oblige4 
« to you and your captain for your friendſhip, and 
* hope you will accept of zh;s return.” They then 
proceeded to ſettle their accounts, which as ſoon as 
finiſhed, my maſter took his leave, and went on with 
his buſineſs, which was exaQly of the ſame nature 
and concluded 1n the ſame wy » with _ perſon 
whom he deait with. 

As ſoon as theſe tranſaQtions were ended, his next 
care was to paſs his captain's accounts, which he alſo 
ſucceeded in, without any diftculty, though for this 
W be was more indebted to the chance of a lucky minute 
than he had apprehended. For they were no fooner 
cloſed, than an affair happened that gave a turn en- 
tirely new, to the whole courſe of buſineſs, in that 
channel. | 

When. the accounts of the next captain came to 
be examined, the clerk glancing his eye curſorily over 
them, in the uſual manner, on looking at the amount, 
* There muſt be ſome miſtake here (ſaid he)”— 
*« How ſo, Sir, (faid the captain, who was preſent) 
* let me look at the account, if you pleaſe. No, Sir, 
* there is no miſtake, I believe.—Pray where do you 
* mean ?——* In the caſting it up, Sir, (anſwered 
* the clerk) you ſee the amount is made to be but 
* 8001,%——* Nor ſhould it be more (replied the 
*« captain) I ſummed up the account mylelf,. and 
* theſe figures are of my own writing.”*——How 
«© can that poſhbly be, Sir, (returned the clerk 1a a 
* ſurpriſe) but 800 /. for all the repairs, wear @nd 

* tear, of a man of waron ſuch a ſtation, for 'Y 


»  Jears| ! 1 ſuppoſe then, Sir, the ſhip had a thorou 
"* repair going out, and wants the like now ! to BE 
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«« ſure it can be done better, and cheaper here thy 
© abroad, and therefore you were in the right i 
«© bring her home to get it.” ——** Not at all, 
<« (added the captain) that was not the caſe : ſhe ha 
* no thorough repair going out, and is come home 
<« in better order than ſhe went, as this return of th, 
« officers of the yard ſhews.”—** Good God ! Gi, 
«« how did you manage ?"'= «© 'To the beſt of ny 
« judgment, Sir ; I laid opt nothing but what [ 
* thought neceſſary, and I charged nothing but 
«© .what I laid out : I mean not to arraign the condut 
* of others ; I only ſpeak for myſelf. In theſe caſes, 
© I look upon a man as a ſteward to the public ; and 
& I ſhould think it as great diſhoneſty to betray, or 
<«© break that truſt, as to wrong a private perſon.” 

This ſpeech was heard with aſtoniſhment, and re- 
turned with a cold compliment, as it came too home 
to many, to meet general approbation ; however, the 
affair neceſſarily had an effet not very agreeable to 
ſome preſent; for, the next captain's accounts ariſing 
to near four times the ſum of the laſt, ſuch an imme- 
diate precedent made the Cifference ſo glaring, that 
it was impoſſible to avoid putting a ſtop to them, and 
ſo he was mulfed his whole four years pay 3 though 
ours, which had been ſtill higher, had gone off 
ſmoothly, and without the leaſt remark. 

My maſter having concluded this affair ſo happily, 
proceeded next on the great cauſe of his coming to 
town, in which, with our affiſtance, he laboured fo \ 
ſucceſsfully, that the captain's mi/ake met only a gen-i 
tle reprimand. | | Cue | 

L here came into the poſſeſhon of a new maſter, and 
immediately after changed my Spaniſh appearance for 
the faſhion of the country, and, in the ſhape of 
guinea, entered into the moſt extenſive ſtate of ſub- 
lunary influence, becoming the price of every name, 
that is reſpeRed under heaven. PAT 
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CHAP. XII. 


HRYSAL explains ſome farther properties of his nature. He 
changes his appearance for the mode of the country ; and 
enters into the ſervice of a noble lord. The ſagacity of 
Mr. Poundage, and his addreſs in buſineſs. 


AM now entering upon a ſtage, where the ſcenes 
are ſo various, and fo quickly changed, that it 
ll require ,your ſtricteſt attention to Keep pace with 
y relation. But to make this the eaſier to you, and 
) diſencumber your ſurpriſe from doubts, at my re- 
ating the paſt lives of perſons, 1 in whoſe poſſeſſion I 
have been but a few moments, I muſt premiſe to 
ou, that our knowledge is very different from that 
men. [I have told you that we know all things 7- 
tively, without the trouble, delay, and errors of 4/- 
arſe or reaſoning. I muſt now further inform you, 
at this intuition extends not only to the preſent face 
f things, but alſo has a retroſpe& to the whole ſe- 
es of their exiſtence, from its firſt beginning : the 
ncatenatior between cauſe and effe& being ſo plain to 
reyes, that let us but ſee any one event of the life 
[a man, and we immediately know every particular 
at preceded it. 

as to futurity indeed, it is not yet determined how 
r forward we can look into that ; ſome allowing us 
have the ſame power of foreſt, 70bt as we have of rotro- 
2; which was the opinion that ſupported the credit 
oracles in former days. But that notion 1s now ex- 
loded, and men argue that our forefight extends only 
natural cauſes and effeRs : but, in the ations of 
Jan, his free-awill fo often breaks that order, that it 
impoſſible for us to know this moment how ke will 
& the next, from any obſervation of the paſt; and 
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they think they prove their argument by this, that j| 
ſpirits could fore-know all man's ations, it would 
ſpare them the trouble of tempting him to any parti 
cular ones. But this by the bye ! for as I ſhall con. 
fine -my narrative to matters already paſt, without 
ever foretelling any 'thing, it 1s not neceſſary for m: 
to determine a queſtion, that opens ſuch a field f 
the gueſſes of the learned—But to return to my ſtory, 

From the Mint, where ] put on the ſhape of ; 
guinea, I was ſent to the Bank, where the pleaſure] 
had felt at the beauty and convenience of my ney f- 
gure was conſiderably cooled, at my being throm 
into ſo large an heap, as took away all my particult 
conſequence, and ſeemed to threaten a lorig ſtate 
inaCtivity, before it might come to my turn tob 
brought into aQtion, But I ſoon found myſelf agrer 
ably miſtaken, and that the circulation there was to 
quick to admit of ſuch delay : for I was that veryda 
Paid out toa noble lord, in his penſion from the ml 
niſtry, 

It was about two in the afternoon, bh I was 
brought into his lordſhip's levee, where the grandent 
of his looks, and the magnificence of every thing 
bout him, made me fo pleaſed with my ſituation, thi 
I thought I could be ſatisfied to fix my OE wit 
him for ſome time. 

_ He was juſt ariſen, and ſeated at the fire, leaning 
on a writing table covered with green velvet, « 
which lay ſome books open, and ſeveral letters whic 
he had juſt broke the ſeals off, and was beginning t 
read, while a female ſervant, beautiful as Hz 
poured out his rea at a ſide-board, and a page lik 
Ganymede handed it to him. | 

In this eaſy indifference he ſat, caſting an eye npolil © 
a book, or reading a paragraph in a letter, betye 
every ſip of his breakfaſt, when I was Jaid upon Ii 
table by his ſteward, with theſe words, ——** TY 
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t hundred, my lord”—** Two hundred, (replied his 

« Jordſhip) the order was for five hundred !'—Bur, 

' my lord, the butcher, the baker !!—}Y bat are theſe 

« quretches to me Ts not my whole eftate ſufficient for 
' them?” *©* My lord, there is'not a ſhilling to be 
* oot from your tenants, the times are ſo bad and 

« the taxes ſo high ! and an ounce of proviſions could 
« not be had ?—** Then you might have all fafted ! I 
« muſt have money for this evening; I am engaged in a 
** PARTY, ard cannot be off—” ** My lord, your lord- 
*« ſhip's taylor defired me to ſpeak to you ; he 1s to 
« appear before his commiſſioners to-morrow, and 
* begs”? —** What can 1 do, 1 would relieve him if 1 
could, but I have not money for myſelf : T cannot, T will 
i not do without five hundred more this evening, get it 
* avbere or how you will,”'—** My lord, I was thinking 
* toapply to Mr. Di/count, the ſcrivener, but he ſaid 
« the Jaſt time, that he would lend no more on that 
« eſtate, without the immediate power of cutting the 
« timber.**——** Well, damn him, let him have it, tho® 
* it ewill not be fit to cut theſe ten years ; and, de you bear, 
** get me a thouſand to-day.” «© A thouſand, my 
* lord! you faid five hundred: I am afraid he will 
* think a thouſand too much ! Then he ſhall never 
* have it ; let me do as I will ; do nat T know, that the 
* timber is' worth tavice as much this moment, if I could 
* evait to ſet it to ſale ? TI will not be impoſed on by the 
* raſcal : ll go myſelf to my neighbour Worthiand di- 
'* reetly'; he is a man of honour, and will be above taking 

| advantage, though I did oppoſe his elefion.” 4s As 

* your lordſhip pleaſes for that. But then, perhaps, 

* Mr. Di/count will call in all his money, if he ſaw 
** you put yourſelf into other hands; beſide, I am 
"Not certain that he will refuſe, and therefore I 
* ſhould think it better to try him firſt; you may do 
* this after. Though I muſt take the liberty to ſay, 
© I ſhould be forry to > ſee your lordſhip ſtoop to Sir 
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«© Fobn Worthland, after all the expence you. hays 
«© been at to give him trouble. For to be ſure hy 
«© would boaſt of it in the country, if it was only tg 
«© make you ook little, and prevent your oppoſing 
« him again.”—** Why there may be ſomething in tha 
«© fee what Js to be done with DiscounT ; but 1 muſt 
** have the thouſand at any rate, five hundred of which 
« give to poor Buckram, and bring me the other as ſoo a 
«© poffeble, for I am in haſte to go out.”” —*©* "Then your 
on lordſhip had better ſign this deed firſt, to ſave the 
«© time of coming back again, it he ſhould do it,— 
«« Aye, let me ſee it ; there : and make haſte.”'——+ (And 
« then turning to his page) ** reach me that pajrr, 
« this pen is ſo good it tempts me to wwrite a letter, while | 
© <vait for Poundage's return.” And ſo humming a 
new tune, went on with his breakfaſt without the 
leaft concern. 

You are ſo great a ſtranger to the ways of that 
part of the world which deals in money-matters, that 
you will be ſurpriſed when I tell you, that while this 
Mr. Poundage brought me from the Bank, he had 
called upon Mr. Di/count, and brought him to his 
lord's, to do his buſineſs. © 

But you muſt not imagine this was to lend his 
lordſhip money. Nothing leſs. ' It was only to ap- 
pear as the nominal lender of his lordſhip's own mo- 
ney, which Poundage had that very morning received 
from ſome of his tenants in the country, and which, 
if he could not bring it in better, he meant to replace 
_ with part of the price of the timber, which he was to 
buy in Di#/count's name, who was a creature of his 
own. 
| $0 remarkable a tranſaQtion gave me a cinioliy to 

take a wiew of Poundage's life, the main lines of which 
I will juſt touch over, while you may think him gont 
for the money, and his lordſhip dreſſing for his £n- 
gagement. 
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CHAP. XIV. 


The biftory of Mr. Thomas Poundage. Hi lordſhip goes 
to his appointment. . An evening's entertainment in high- 
life, Ca RYSAL changes his ferwice : his refletions on 
the ruling paſſion of the times. 


k /[R. Thomas Poundage v was the offspring of a gyp- 
| ſey, who had left him in the ſtraw he was born 
n, in an old barn near his lordſhip's father's, his 
reakneſs and deformity making her not think him 
yorth the trouble of carrying away. 

The old lord himſelf happening to be the ficſt who 
card his cries, as he was riding by, took compaſſion 
n the little helpleſs wretch, and ordered him to be 
aken care of at his own expence, aad not ſeat to. 
he pariſh. | | 

Such an uncommon inſtance of charity was imme- 
liatelv attributed to a tenderer motive : a ſuſpicion, 
owever 1njurious to his lordſhip, ſo advantageous to 
he foundling, that it doubled the care and attendance 
n him, and made him appear of ſuch conſequence, 
hat Mr, Thomas Poundage himſelf, his lordſhip's 
eward, condeſcended to ſtand god-father for him, 
nd gave him his own name. As Maſter Tommy grew 
Ip, be ſhewed all the ſharpneſs and cunning of his 
ace, which old Poundage repreſenting to his-lord, as a 
apacity for learning, he was put to the beſt ſchools ; 
nd being of the ſame age with his lordſhip's eldeſt 
0M, his preſent maſter, was ſettled as an humble 
ompanion and attendant upon him ; in which ita- 
ion, the pliancy of his temper ſoon gained him his 
naſter's favour, as his ſecrecy and diſcretion did his 
onfidence'; no ſeryice appearing too dithcult or 
You, T, F 
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tion of ſuch as were not well acquainted with th 


deny it with ſafety; nor had he profited fo little ! 


 Nion that evidently appeared, however true it mig 
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mean for his undertaking, to pleaſe his maſter, eſpe. 
cially in the myſteries of intrigue ; nor a look ever 
betraying his ſucceſs. 

Theſe ſervices naturally produced an intimacy, tha Wl : 
opened to him all his maſter's ſecrets, and gave hin 
ſuch conſequence with him, that, upon the. death of M t 
hisfather, old Poundage was Juperannuated upon a penjun, Wl | 
and the place given to him, in which he had behav « 
Imſelf ſo judicioufly, that wn about ten years he had ; 
amaſſed ſo large a fortune, as to be able to ſupplyhis / 


_ maſter's wants (with the aſliſtance of his own money « 


ſome times) without the ſcandal of expoſing them to ; 
any other : a ſervice that amply recompenſed, to his - 
Jordſhip's honour, whatever prejudice it may be fup-M 
poſed to do to his affairs, t 
"Tis true, his ſupplanting his godfather and bene-il c 
faQtor, old Poundage, had not met with the approbs- 


world, and particularly, as the old gentleman in his 
Fage, had accounted for all his kindneſs to him, þ 
owning a relation, which he had before ftrove to fit 
upon his lord, by many plain infinuations, though he 
now ſaid he had long before revealed to his ungrate 
ful fon the ſecret of his birth. 

However, if he had communicated this ſecret, out 
ſon of fortune had kept it fo well, that he could noi 


his father's example, as to be moved with a ſugge 


be in itſelf, to ſpring at that time from. reſentment 
And as he could not expe& to, reap any great advan 7 
tage from being acknowledged for the ſpurious ſon off 
one who had many legitimate children to inherit bfff © 
fortune, he thought it better to confirm the formal te 
opinion, by his ſlights of the claim of Poundage, a0 
fince he muſt be the baſtard of one of them, chut 

the lord before his ſervant, 
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But to return to my maſter. He was drefſed by 
that time Poundage came back with the money, when 
taking the five hundred for bis own uſe, he went to his 
appointment. 

As to the other five hundred, which he had ordered 
to be paid to. his taylor, for fear of the wretch's ap- 
plying to the lord himſelf, in his deſpair, Poaundage 
did ſend for him, and, 7 compaſſion to his diſtreſs, ad- 
vanced him 400 1. of his own money, for he had not a 
filling of his lord's in his hands : for which piece of ſer- 
wice he deſired no other conſideration than a receipt for 5001. 
though it might be ſo long before he could get it back, that he 
expeted to be a loſer by his friendſhip, which "7 Se 
need not, as he could bring it up in his next bill, ——Of 
this I came to the knowledge ſometime after, in the 
courſe of my circulation. 

It was five o'clock, and dinner juſt ſerving up, 
when my lord joined his company. At dinner, and 
during the reign of the bottle for a couple of hours 
after, the converſation turned upon all the polite 
topics of the times, wherein there could be no long 
diſputes, as every difference in opinion was immedi- 
ately determined by a ber, the ſupreme deciſion of 
peace, war, religion, and law.——But this diſſipated 
piddling ſoon gave way to the ſerious buſineſs of the 
evening, to which they all adjourned, with an inten- 
tion and anxiety worthy of the conſequence at ſtake. 

Itis impoſſible to give you an idea of this ſcene, in 
which every moment produced ſuch ſudden tranſitions 
from deſpair to exultation, from ſhouts of joy to the 
moſt blaſphemous execrations of their very being, Of! 
the viciſitudes in the momentary fortunes” of the 
aftors, that the very recolle&ion of it is a pain even 
to me. 

However, it made no ſuch impreſſion vpon them : 
but they continued at it till about ſix in the ak: | 
wen rey retired for the night. $A Eee 
FP. 2 2 
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In the courſe of the evening, I often went the cir. 
cuit of the whole company round, and at length wa 
carried home by a new maſter. But, before I ſay any 
thing of him, I muſt give you a few ſlight ſketches of 
the charaRers of ſome others of the company, and 
particularly of my late lord, in whoſe whole appear. 
ance and behaviour there was ſomething ſo extraor- 
dinary. 

There is ſcarce a ſtronger inſtance of the tyranny 
of avarice over the heart of man, than the paſſion for 
play, which is now ſo general and prevalent, as to 
ſeem in a manner to have drowned every other, The 
tendereſt, the ſtrongeſt conneQions of friendfhip and 
nature, yield to the force of this reſiſtleſs infatuation, 
'The perſons who eſteem each other moſt in the world 
this moment, no ſooner ſitting down to this gecifn 
of fate, than they labour for each other's ruin, with 
all the affiduity and eagernefs of the moſt inveterate 
| hatred and revenge. 

Nor is-this praQtice confined to thoſe alone whom 
neceſſity may ſeem to ſtimulate to io deſperate, to he 
the moſt infatuated with this paſſion, but extends alfy 
to thoſe, who poſſeſſing already more than they can 
enoy, hazard that, and give themſelves up a prey to 
anxiety, and often to deſpair, to indulge a fruitleh 
defire for more. : 

Of this laſt claſs were moſt of the company, among 
whom my /ate lord had ſpent this evening : ſome fer 
indeed there were whom this folly had reduced to the 
former, and neceſſitated to live by their Experience I 
the art which had been their ruin, 
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The company repreſented in perſpetive. Set a beggar on 
horſe-back, and he'll ride to the devil. A new way of 

| farrying a dun, and paying debts of honour. A com- 

| miſſion-broker flung. A connoiſſeur deceived by his own 
judgment and eminent tafle for VIRTO. 


SEE your curioſity riſe at the mention of ſo ſtrange 
a ſcene as this muſt be. It is natural, and there- 
fore ſhall be indulged. Bur, as all deſcription ſhall 
fall ſhort of it, I ſhall repreſent it to you in perſpec- 
tive. Do you; therefore reſolve ſenſe into imagination, 
a praflice not uncommon with the philoſophic mind, and to 
pure abſtracted attention ſhall my words become 
things, and appear as viſible to your eyes, as it they 
were purged with exphraſy and rue. OY 
Obſerve naw, at the head of the table, that heavy 
looking figure whoſe ſfaturnine complexion gives a fo- 
Jemnity to his appearance, even beyond his declining 
years. This man wore out the prime of his lite in in- 
l1gence and hardſhips, till chance, by one ſucceſsful 
roke in*his buſineſs, gave him ſuch a fortune, as 
as deemed ſufficient merit to deſerve nobility, and 
ntitle him to one of the firſt employments in the 
ate, : 
Sudden elevation makes a weak head giddy; the 
lain, good natured, chearful man, is loſt in the ſo- 
emn proud peer ; who 1s harder of acceſs than his 
overeign, and ſeems to value himſelf on having all 
ae hours he has ſpent in cringing to the great, re- 
paid tenfold in attendance upon him. As to the bu- 
neſs of his office, the whole ſyſtem of human poli- 
Is 1s in general ſuch a jumble of blundering and vil- 
E-4--: 
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lainy, that I ex ſeldom; bring myſelf to beſtow a mg, 


ment's notice on it, ſo can ſay no more of his, than 


may moſt probably give juſt occaſion for all the mur. 


{ 
that the little attention'and leſs capacity he has for it, Wl « 
{ 
l 


murings that are againſt him—But this was not the 
motive of my pointing him to you. It was his infe. ! 
tuation to the love of play, which makes him hazard I * 
that wealth which he ſo long felt the want of, in hopes Ml ! 
of acquiring more, though he has already more than MW # 
he can enjoy. C 
This has been an unſucceſsful 'night with him, 
Obſerve how ſtupified, he looks at his loſs ! extend the 
view but a few moments farther, and fee how he ſit 
down in the common hall of the tavern, among ſer- 
vants and chairmen, inſenſible of the impropriety of t 
ſuch a place, and unable to order his ſervants tb 
carry him home; nor is it improbable that the ſcent 
he has juſt quitted may remain ſo ſtrongly on his im: 
gination to-morrow; that he may write down tht 
Tules of the game he has been playing at, inſtead 
the orders of his office, as he has done once before. 
Next to him, you ſee a ſhort, ruddy chearful look: 9 
ing man. 'That is one of the deplorable inſtances of n 
the evil of this prepoſterous paſſion. With every adi 1: 
vantage of rank, abilities, and fortune, did that periſh 6 
ſon ſet out in life. But alas! ſoon was the proſped 
of bis future happineſs and grandeur overcaſt ! ſoot 
Gid gaming reduce him not only to a neceffity of pro 
{tituting his abilities to the prejudice of his count} 
| but alſo of deſcending to every iniquitous myſtery of 2 
the art, to ſupport his practice of it ; for (5 bewitche 
3s he to it, that he cannot deſiſt, though he now ca 
ſcarce get any perſon to play with him, 'his want © 
money and his ſkill in the whole art are ſo we 
known. | 
This has been a ſucceſsful evening with him, # 
you may ſee by his extraordinary flow of mf nd 
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that his natural vivacity ever fails him in the worſt 
reverſe of fortune. He has won a conſiderable part 

of the great loſings of the perſon we have juſt been 
taking notice of ; and though he has many demand; 
npon him for every ſhilling of it, yet far from think - 
ing of paying one of them, he is this moment plan- 
ning new ſcenes of pleaſure to conſume it all, chufing 
to let his creditors all be bankrupts, or even to com- 
pound with them as a bankrupt himſelf, rather than 
deny his appetites their full gratification. 

It is impoſſible to convey a juſt notion of ſach a 
complicated charaQer, by any deſcription; I ſhall 
therefore juſt mention one or two of his a&tions, from 
which you may, in ſome meaſure, forin a judgment of 
the whole, 

Having a preſſing occaſion, ſome time ago, for an 
hundred guineas, he applied to one of thoſe nece{\- 
fary attendants of the Great, who, at the moderate 
intereſt of five hundred per cent. are always ready to 
ſupply them with money to diſcharge their debts of 
honour, This friendly gentleman being well ac- 
quainted with the character of the borrower, made 
many fcruples to comply with his requeſt, till at 
length he ſuffered himſelf to be prevailed upon con- 


ditionally, that, if the principal and premium were 


Not paid in a week, he ſhould receive a guinea as a 
further gratuity then and every time after, that he 


!hould demand his money, till it was paid. Accord- 


ingly, at the end of the week, he made his demane, 

and, as he expected, received his guinea, from which 
time he took care to call upon him every ſecond or 
third day till he had received his money more than 
twice told, thus in ſingle guineas, for forbearance, 
always timing his applications, when he ſaw his deb- 
tor engaged in company with perſons, before whom 


F 4 


he would not even enter into an expoſtulation, for 
fear of having the affair known ; ſo that as ſoon as he 
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ſaw him approach, without waiting to be aſked, hy 
uſed to pull out his purſe, and calling him to hin, Ml 
gave him a guinea, to go and buy ſomething for hin; Ml | 
an errand the other ſufficiently underſtood. 

The conſtant repetition 'of this could not alway; WM | 
eſcape obſervation, nor was the cauſe of it unſuſpet. Ml « 
ed by moſt of his acquaintance ; ſome of whom hay. iſ « 
pening to hint it to him one evening, when wine « 
had taken away all reſerve, he, who was above being Ml « 
aſhamed of any thing, honeſtly owned the whole WM : 
tranſaction, and joined in the general laugh at his j 
own folly : however, as the ſecret was now out, he] | 
reſolved to ſubmit to the impoſition no longer ; and i 
the next time his friend came to wait upon him, in-W ! 
ſtead of hurrying him away, as before, he publicly | 
entered into a diſcuſhon of his demand, and, as he i 
_ could not attempt to deny his having received more x 
_ than double what he had lent, the debt was adjuds-WM « 
ed by the company to be ſufficiently diſcharged, and | 
he was literally ſent off, without his errand. 

This ſtory ſhews only the levity and inconfiderate- ! 
neſs of his temper, and the diſtreſſes in which they | 
entangle him : but the following i is of a blacker hue,iſl © 
and will prove, that he is capable of doing any thing © 
to extricate himſelf from thoſe diſtreſſes, and pro- 
vide for the gratification of his paſions. 

Not very long ago, a young gentleman, who had 
military turn, collefed the whole of his ſmall for- 
tune to purchaſe himſelf a commiſſion in the. army. 
Having lodged his money in the hands of his agent, 
who, for the convenience of making uſe of it, and 
to enhance the price of his own trouble, was in nM 
haſte to diſpatch the affair, he made an excurſion to 
the country town, in which this gentleman's ſeat wa 
and where he happened to be at that time. 
As the hoſpitality of his temper made his houl 
open to every ſtranger, who had the appearance ol 
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eentleman, the young ſoldier ſoon became acquainted 
with him, and in return for the friendſhip for which 
he miſtook the general affability of his converſation, 
and to diſplay his own importance, told him his pre- 
ſent ſituation, and the method he had taken to pro- 
cure ſucceſs to his hopes of a truncheon. His friend 
expreſſed the ſtrongeſt approbation of his ſpirit, and 
encouraged his hopes, but told him that he had 
choſen the worſt way of entering into the army, as 
the ſum of money, which he had piven- the agent to 
purchaſs him only a pair of colours, applied proper- 
ly to ſome of the perſons 1n office, and back'd by good 
intereſt, would not only procure him a cornetcy of 
horſe, at preſent, which was of three times that value, 
but would alſo eſtabliſh ſuch an intereſt . for him, as 
ſhould greatly accelerate his riſe to ſtill higher pro- 
motions. Struck with fueh a promiſing proſpe&@ as 
this ſpeech opened to him, the young gentleman an- 
ſwered, that he was ſenſible of the truth of what the 
other ſaid, but that it was his unhappineſs to have 
had no friend to dire& him how to apply his money 
properly, much leſs to back him afterwards. ** That's 
« very hard (replied his friend) I wiſh I had known 
« you ſooner,” —This hint was enough : the young 
gentleman, fired with ſuch flattering hopes, flew di- 
rectly to town, and, finding that his agent had not yet 
concluded the purchaſe for him, took his money out 
of his hands, and returning to the country, in the 
confidence of his heart, went and preſented it to his 
friend, throwing himſelf rNy upon his patronage 
and protection. 

It is probable, that, when this gentleman began 
the diſcourſe, which gave occaſion to this aRion, he 
meant no more by it, than to diſplay his own judg- 
ment and intereſt, without any farther deſign : but 
the ſight of five hundred pounds was a temptation he 
my c0uld not refiſt, He therefore, with ſeeming ſur- 
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the young. gentleman into his care, 
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priſe and reluQance, received the money, and togk 


For ſome time he fed him with hopes of immediats 
Tuoeceſs ; but, his impatience beginning to grow troy. 
Þbleſome, upon his return to town, for the winter, he 
gave him to underſtand, ** that he was offended at his 
«© 1mportuvity :—that ſince he had undertaken to 
<*© ſerve him, he would do it as foon as he could; 
<«© but that he need not give. himſelf the trouble of 
«© calling npon him any more, as he would receive 
© ſufficient notice of his ſucceſs in the public papers,” 
— Saying which words, he left him. 'Thunder-ftruck 
at this ſpeech, the young gentleman withdrew, and, 
meeting one of his acquaintance, informed him of 
-what had happened. This perſon, who was perfefily 
acquainted with the gentleman's charaQter, ſaw im- 
mediately into the whole affair, and explained the im- 
pofition to him. This made him mad ; he returned 
direQly to demand his money, but was denied admit 
tance, nor would his letters even be received by tht 
porter. His caſe was now deſperate ; while he hal 
paid attendance vpon his patron, he had-exhauſtel 
his means of ſubſiſtence to the laſt mite, ſo that he 
now was in want of a morſel of bread. In this fituz 
tion, a moment was not to be loſt; and, luckily, bi 1 
deſpair ſuggeſted to him the only means that couli 
poſſibly have procured him redreſs. He drew up! 
Rate of his caſe in a few words, and, putting on th! 
' beſt ſuit of clothes he had left, went the very next 0 

to court, where, in ſight of his patron, he bent 
knee to his ſovereign, and preſented it to him. Som! 
thing particular in his air and manner ſtruck the ml 
narch's notice ; he read the petition ; and then reac 
ed it to this gentleman, in whoſe altered countenant 
he ſoon read the truth of the contents : turning the 
fore from him, with a look of ineffable reproot at 
contempt, he ordered the fecretary at war to mi 
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out a commiſhon for the young gentleman that 
yery day, and from that hour has never held the 
other in the leaſt degree of eſteem, or favour:; but 
he is inſenſtble to ſuch diſgrace, and while he can 
eratify his paſſions, in the manner you ſee at -pre- 
ſent, cares not what the world thinks or ſays of him, 

Oppoſite to I.im, at the other ſide of the table, ob- 
ſerve an uncommonly large boned bulky man : that 
is one of the inſtances of the inſufficiency and weak- 
neſs of human laws, which, ſtriving to remedy one 
evil, often makes way for a greater, —T hat man is 
now advanced to the foremoit rank of the military 
lit, merely by /eniority / A grievous abuſe of that in- 
ſtitution, which to prevent favour from advancing ts 
minions over friendleſs merit, orcains, that no ſenior 
officer ſhall ſerve under his junmor ; but now, by the 
natural force of human perverſion, this well-deſigned 
regulation is made a pretext for giving command to 
ſuch as have no other claim to it, than (what ſhould 
indeed incapacitate them) old age, and ſo keeping 
back the advance, and damping the ardour of youtli, 

As there 1s no man without ſome particular ambi- - 
tion, his has taken a turn which, perbaps, you may 
think the moſt remote from his profeſſion of a ſoldier. 
| Pitures ! painting 1s the ſole object of his admiration, 
the only knowlege he values himſelf upon. Tell 
lum of a ſiege, or a battle, an attack, or a retreat, 
condutted with the greateſt ſkill, and he hears you 
unmoved, nor will interrupt your account with a 
ſingle queſtion : but name Rembrand? or Titian, and 
he immediately gives you a diſſertation on their ex- 
cellencies, and the difference of their ſchools | Tell 
tim but of a ſale of piftures, on the day fixed for a 
review, and, if he is forced to feign ſickneſs to excuſe 
nis attendance in the field, he will be at it. 

ouch abſurd paſſions are always the objeQas of arti- 


ice and impoſition, An ingenious painter of this 
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country, not very long ſince, whoſe works would hays 
been a credit to the beſt of foreign ſchools, but were 
deſpiſed at home, bethought himfelf of a way to turn 
this perſon's foible to ſome. advantage. He mad« 
ſome deſigns, landſcapes and other drawings, in the 
manner of ſome of the greateſt of the antient 7alian 
maſters, whoſe names he marked upen the backs of 
them, in the charatters of their times, and giving 
them the caft of age, made them up in an alan cheſt}, 
and, by the aſſiſtance of a captain of a ſhip, had them 
entered at the Cuſtom-houſe, as direQly from 7:aly, 
and conſigned to a ſtranger, as from a friend there, 
to be diſpoſed of in London. 

The report inſtantly reached this lover of wirty, 
who was ſo raviſhed with the thought of gaining ſuch 
a treaſure, that he flew to the place, and, being con- 
winced by his judgment of the authenticity of them, bought 
them all together for a very large ſum, but far ſhort 
of their real value, had they bzen to be diſpoſed of 
by a perſon acquainted with it. 


Though this ſucceſs was "very pleaſing, and uſeful 


to the painter, he did not ſtop here. This perſon 
had ſome way taken a diſlike to him, which he in- 
dulged, by running down his work. This therefore 
was an opportunity for revenge not to be miſſed, 
He let him boaſt of his acquiſition in all companies, 
and diſplay his judgment in proving them to be the 
genuine produQtions of thoſe great maſters, by criti- 
ciſms which none but a connoiſſeur could make * but 
then, as ſoon as the whole affair was ſo public, that 
there was no denying it, what does the incenſed ar- 
tiſt but produce the counterparts of them all, which 
he had kept for the occaſion, ſo like as not poſlihly 
to be known aſunder, and unravelled the whole affair 
taking care only to keep himſelf clear of the Jaw, by 
faying, that he had ſold thoſe things as of no value, 
_ at a very ſmall price to a Few ? 
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This was a ſevere ſtroke ! It overturned the only re- 
putation which he had even an ambition of, and rob- 
hed him of a large ſum of money beſide, to recover 
which loſs, and divert the chagrine of the whole de- 
ceit, he has recourſe to play, which he follows with 
the eagerneſs you ſee. 

But his 1s not the only abſurd paſſion which firikes 
the notice of an accurate obſerver of mankind. The 
perſon on his right-hand was born in the firſt rank of 
the ſtate, but by ſome unlucky miſtake, the qualifi- 
cations which fell to his ſhare belonged to one of the 
loweſt claſſes of mechanics. While others of his rank 
are marſhalling armies, and planning conqueſts, cor-. 
reQing the abuſes or ſtudying to riſe upon the ruins 
of the ſtate, his utmoſt ambition is to cut out a 
buck-ſkin to advantage, and be reckoned the beſt 
breeches maker of his time. Harmleſs as ſuch an 
humble turn may ſeem, it involves the noble artiſt in 
many whimſical diſtrefles. 

His paſſion for breeches-making 1s ſo ſtrong, that 
he never fits near any perſon, but his hand is imme- 
diately, and unpremediately, applied to his thigh, 
which he has no ſooner ſtroked down two or three 
times, than he thinks he conceives the ſize and ſhape 
of it ſo exaQly, that he can completely fit it, without 
the trouble of taking any other meaſure ! and accord- 
ingly never fails to introduce a diflertation on the art, 
which he concludes with the demonſtrative proof of 
his ſkill, of oFering to make a preſent of a pair of 
his own making. The advantage of ſuch an offer, 
and the pleaſure: of encouraging ſo illuſtrious a me- 
hanic, make his preſent always accepted, ſo that he 


he has generally the moſt buſineſs of any one of the 
trade, though ſome accidents have happened, that 


have almoſt made him-afraid to purſue ſuch an wy 
Iminate method of ſoliciting cuſtom. 


Happening ſome time ago, in a very large com- 
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pany; 'to'fit near a young gentleman, - whoſe delicy, 
complexion had brought him, though molt unjuſtly, 
under a ſuſpicion of indulging unnatural paſſions, þ, 
applied his hand to the gentleman's thigh, and begy 
to feel it all over to take meaſure of it, according ty 
his cuſtom. The gentleman who was not ignorant 
of the imputation he lay under, and therefore wa 
more quickly ſenfible of every thing that might poſ. 
fibly ſeem to allude to it, thought this application 
to his thigh was meant either to tempt, or to inſul 
him, for he had been informed that thoſe wretchsli 
often make their infamous addreſſes in this manner, 
and was enraged at it to ſuch a degree, that, forget. 
ting all reſpe& to the company preſent, and to the 
rank of his ſuppoſed lover, he felled the poor breeches 
maker to the ground, and, ftarting from his chair, 
| drew his ſword, and would have run him. througll « 
'the body, had not his arm been happily ſeized by thalfff « 
gentleman who ſat next him, c« 
It is not eaſy to deſcribe the aſtoniſhment of th :; 
company at ſuch an outrage, which they could attri 
bute to nothing but phrenzy ; but the gentlema 
ſoon undeceived them: ** Infamous, unnatur: 
«« wretch !”? (exclaimed he, as ſoon as the rage pe 
mitted his utterance) *©* ll make you know, that MW «« 
«© am not an obje& for your brutal paſhons. I ha «« 
4 expoſed you here; but your infamy ſhall not bl « 
*« confined to this company ; Pl publiſh it to all th 

«*« world. Unhand me gentlemen, and let me wa: 
* off the diſgrace of ſuch an attempt with the mol o- 
« ſter's blood! ll gladly pay my own life as a fol þ; 
« feit to the defe& of the law, that has provided "cy 
*© puniſhment for ſuch odious crimes.”———Tot! 
greater part of the company this ſpeech was quite | 
intelligible, and only confirmed the ſuſpicion of 

madneſs: but one of them, who had obſerved 
gentleman change countenance upon the noble 
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chanic's applying his hand to his thigh, ſoon clear- 
ed up the myſtery. ** I believe, Sir, (ſaid he) you 
« you have been too hafty, and miſtaken an, inten- 
« tion, not only harmleſs in itſelf, but generous alſo, 
« for one of a very different nature! Have you any 
« other reaſon for accuſing his lordſhip of unnatural 
« deſigns upon you, beſides his laying his hand up-" 
& on your thigh, and feeling it ;*?———** No, Sir! 
« but that I think enough! too much for him to 
« offer, or for me to bear; nor will I bear-it.?)— 
« ] do not pretend, Sir, to tell you what you mult 
« bear; but this L can tell you, that you have en- 
« tirely, and moſt injurioufly, miſtaken his lordſhip, 
« who meant no more by that ation which gave you 
& ſuch offence, than juſt to take your meaſure for a 
« pair of breeches, which, if you had not been ſo 
© haity in your reſentment, he would. have made you 
« a preſent of.” —Death, Sir, do you make a jeſt of 
* me?” —His lordſhip, who had heard their diſcourſe, 
and was by this time fo far recovered of his fright as 
to be able to ſpeak, interpoſed here, or the affair 
might probably have taken another turn. ** No, 
* indeed, Sir, (ſaid he) he does not jeſt ! I meant no- 
* thing more ; and all the company prefent knows, 
' that I never had any paſſion in my life, but for 
* breeehes-making ; and, if you apprehended any 
* thing elſe, you were very much miſtaken,” 

This ſpeech, and the manner in which 1t was de- 
livered, were not to be reſiſted. They difarmed the 
gentleman's rage inſtantly, and his only concern was 
how to make up the matter, ſo as to avoid the ridi- 
cule of ſuch a miſtake. He therefore told his lord- 
ſhip, that he was very ſorry for his error, and hoped 
that he would attribute the conſequences of it to 
that delicate ſenſibility, which every man of honour 
mutt have under ſuch an apprehenſion. This was 
luficient ; his lordſhip, inſtead of barbouring reſeat- 
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ment; was glad to get ſoeaſily rid of the affair ; and 
ro convince the gentleman, both of the ſincerity of 
his reconciliation, and that he had no other deſign, 
than what” he ſaid, in the ation that gave him the 
offence, he undertook to make him a pair of buck. 
kin breeches, only from the meaſure he had taken; 
that ſhould fit him better than any he had ever worn 
in his life, 


\n Oo Wa 4a a> A AD ARAK o A PS; Ad) CASES AN Aa 44 A. A WA WL 


CHAP. XVL. 


The charafer of a VirRTuoso. The hiſtory of an 
HORNED COCK ; with ſome curious philoſophical re- 
marks on cornuted animals. 


PPOSITE to him fits one of thoſe philoſophers 

- Who build their pretenſions to ſcientific fame, 

on making colleions of the anomalous frolics of na- 
ture, without ever attempting to inveſtigate the wil- 
dom and power diſplayed in the regular proceſs of her 
works. In the courſe of this ſtudy, 'a whimſical ad- 
venture lately happened to the noble Y:rtue/o be- 
fore us. A man'that bought poultry round the coun- 
try, to ſupply the markets of this great city, having 
got intelligence of his lordſhip's taſte, reſolved to, 
ſolved to turn it to his own advantage. He-accord. 
ingly procured, a moſt beautital game-cock, and 
ſawing off the ſpurs of another cock, that had ver 
long ones, contrived to fix them firmly with wax on 
the head of this bird, on each ſide of the comb, the 
points turned backwards, and inclining from eaci 
other, like the horns of a goat, in ſuch a- man 
ner, that they appeared to have grown paturali 
mers, >: | & 5 
As ſoon as he found that he could bring his ſchem# 
to a probability of ſucceſs, he waited on tlie Firruh 
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id giving notice, that he had ſomething curious to 
mmunicate, was immediately admitted to an audi- 
ice, in his muſeum, where he informed him, that 
e had received intelligence, from a particular friend 
f his, a Scotch pedlar, that in the fartheſt part of 


is head, in the poſſeſſion of an old woman, who was 
zmous for the ſecond fight ; that upon his admiring the 
reature, the woman had offered to ſell it to him, for 
pound of tobaceo and a bottle of brandy, but he 
15 afraid to meddle with it, as all the country ſaid 
was her familiar, though he had ſeen it himſelf 
crape the dunghill and tread the hens, like any other 
ock; and that, upon hearing the news, he was 
ome to inform his lordſhip of it, and to offer his 
rvice to go all the way himſelf for the bird, and 
ring him up, if he would promiſe to reimburſe him 
he expences of his journey, and give him ſome little 
onfideration for his trouble; and to convince his 
dſhip, that he had no defign to impoſe upon him, 
e would go, at his own hazard, and defire nothing 
he 6id not ſucceed. 


irtuſo into the higheſt rapture : he embraced the 
low, conjured him not to loſe a minute, nor drop 
be leaſt ſyllable of the affair to any perſon living, till 
e brought hin the cock; and, to ſecure his fidelity, 
uled out his purſe, and gave him ten guineas, with a 
romiſe of fifty more, the moment he ſhould receive 
Im. The man promiſed every thing he required, 
a went away, hugging himſelf in the ſucceſs of his 
ieme. Accordingly, he left that part of the country 


his lordſhip? s Inquiry, followed his bufineſs, as 
Ival, for the time that be might be thought to have 


5 In his expedition, In the mean while, the Y:r- 
01; HE G 


he Highlands, there was a moſt remarkable cock, 
ith two ſurpriſing horns growing out of the back of 


The firſt mention of ſuch a curioſity threw the 


rettly, and, taking care to keep beyond the reach 
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zuoſo could not conceal the pride of his heart, on the 
proſpe& of ſo great an acquifition ; but in all his let. 
ters to his philoſophical correſpondents, gave myſteri. 
ous hints of ſomething immenſely fine, rare, and un. 
natural, and aſſumed the importance OE” to the pol. 
: ſeſſion of ſuch a treaſure. 

At length the moment arrived that was to com- 
pleat his happineſs. About ten o'clock at night the 
man alighted at his lordſhip's gate, and ſending in hi 
name, was immediately ſhewn into the muſeum, where 
His lordſhip flew to meet him, in the utmoſt impati- 
ence, As ſoon as the man entered, all over ſpattered 
with dirt, and putting on every appearance of fatigue, 
*« Well, my good friend (ſaid the Yirtuo/o, with the 
«6 greateſt eagerneſs) what ſucceſs ? Where 1s the dear 
* creature ? Shall ] be fo happy as to ſee him in ny 
*« poflcſhon ?—My lord (anſwered the man) I muſt 
«© beg your pardon for a moment, I am not able to 

«« ſpeak: I am quite worn out”—and then dropping 
upon a chair, as if he was ready to faint, his lord- 
ſhip immediately rung for fome cordial for him, 
which he took from the ſervant himſelf at the door, 
(for he would not admit any one living) and gant 
Him, with his own hand. When he was a little reco-i 
vered, © I beg your lordſhip's pardon (continued he) 
* but I could not hold a moment longer ; what mit 
6 travelling all day, and watching all night, I a 
« quite worn out.” —** But where is the bird?” 
«© And then ſuch offers as I have refuſed ! Well, t 
«© be ſure, I truſted to your lordſhip's generolit 
*« for I ſhall never have ſuch an other opportunity 0 
** making my fortune : for behold the thing had take 
*© wind, and there was my Lord Duke's and Sir Th 
** 1a5's men, and twenty more riding for life- to {! 
*© who ſhould get him, but I had got the ſtart © 
«« them, and was coming back with the pretty ct 
ture in my boſom ; but I let them all go on tht 
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t foo!'s errand, and did not ſay any thing toſthem ; 
« for how did I know but they might kill me to get 
« him away from me ?”—Having finiſhed his ſpeech, 
which the other did not chuſe to interrupt, though 
he liſtened to it with the utmoſt impatience, the 
fellow opened his horſeman's coat, and with greateſt 
caution produced the wonderful creature, the head 
and neck of which had been carefully thruſt into a box 
made on purpoſe for fear the coat ſhuuld rub off the 
horns, 

His lordſhip*s rapture at the neht 3 is not to be de- 
ſcribed. He inſtantly pulled out his purſe, and pay- 
ing down the promiſed price, took poſſeſſion of him, 
and bid the man go and refreſh himſelf for that 
night, with the beſt in the houſe, and in the morn- 
ing he would conſider how he might make him a re- 
turn more equal to his ſervice, by procuring him 
ſome handſome place at court. But the fellow had 
other defigns in his head, than ever to ſee his face 
more. However, he kept that to himſelf, and, re- 
tiring with many profeſſions of gratitude, left his 
houſe diretly, and took his- leave. of that country 
for ever. 

In the mean time, his lordſhip had notice, that 
ſupper was ſerved up ; but, though he had company 
of the firſt rank in his houſe, he was ſo wrapt up ut 
the contemplation of his new acquiſition, that he ſent 
word he was taken ſuddenly ill, and could not pofſi- 
bly attend them : he then diſpatched ſeveral ſervants 
expreſs, to his learned friends, to deſire their attend- 
ance next day, to fee the moft aſtoniſhing : and beau- 
tiful compoſition nature had 'ever made in the ani- 
mal.world, and devoted the reſt of the night to draw- 
Ing up a proper deſcription of this ſurprifing horned 
ck, with a phyſical inquiry into the ſubſtance of his 
horns, and a philoſophical attempt, to account for 
luch an extraordinary produgtion, When this 
G 2 
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work of uncommon learrning was finiſhed, he indulg. 
ed himſelf with taking another view of his darlin 
bird, and then put him in a beautiful cage, from 
which he diſlodged two Chineſe pheaſants, and placed 
him in his muſzum next to his favoured horned owl, 
It was fix in the morning before he retired to 
Teſt, when his head was ſo full of his new acquiſition, 
that he lay dreaming of cows with wings, and cocks 
with horns, and ſuch like wonderful works of nature, 
till the arrival of his learned friends at noon. As 
Joon as their coming was announced, he aroſe dire&. 
ly, and without waiting to viſit his cock, to whom he 
had given a ſufficiency of proviſions before he left 
him, went to meet them. After ſeveral impatient 
Inquiries into the cauſe of ſo ſudden and peremptory 
a ſummons, the Yirtuo/o, in all the myſterious impor. 
tance, which ſo ineſtimable an acquiſition gave him, 
produced his own learned Jlabours of that morning, 
and, when they had ſufficiently ſtudied and examined 
them, introduced them to a ſight of the unparalleled 
ſubjeQ: © There, gentlemen (ſaid he, 1n conſcious 
<< exultation) there, my friends, behold the moſt un- 
common, unnatural and ineſtimable curioſity, 
that ever enriched the colleQion of a philoſopher, 
There behold an indiſputable proof of their error, 
who affert that nature has placed an immovable 
boundary between the quadruped and winged crea- 
«© tions, There behold a ſufficient encouragement, to 
«© urge your indefatigable ſearch for monſters, and 
mix the whole animal creation in coltion, for the 
production of mermaids, griffins, centaurs, harple, 
and horned cocks, and all that beautiful confuſion 
which yields ſuch inexpreſlible delight to the in- 
*« quiſitive, philoſophic mind.” — 
While he was making this harangue, the company 
approached the gilded cage, that contained this Ift- 
eſtimable prodigy, and, ſtooping down to contem- 
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plate him, were ſurpriſed to find one of his horns 
fallen off, and the other moved conſiderably from 
the ſituation, in which it had been deſcribed to 
them : for, doleful to relate! the cock, which was 
of the right game-breed, had unfortunately taken 
offence at the viſage of the owl his neighbour, and 
in kis ſtruggles to come at him, through the bars of 
the cage, had rubbed off one, and diſplaced the | 
other of his horns. When this deplorable misfortune 
was mentioned to the owner, it is impoſſible to deſ- 
cribe his aſtoniſhment and confuſion. He ſtooped 
haſtily to be ſatisfied of the truth of it, and behold- 
ing thz irreparable ruin of his pride, gave one diſmal 
groan, and fell at length on the floor in a ſwoon. 
While his ſervants, who were ſummoned upon 
the occaſion, were fetching him to himſelf, one of 
the philoſophers opened the cage, and, taking out 
the bird, they all entered into a diſcuſſion of ſo- 
range a phzxnomenon. After many learned and in- 
venious ſolutions, one of them declared, that it had4 
always been his opinion, in which the preſent caſe 
abundantly confirmed him, that all cornuted animals 
aſt their horns every year, like the ſtag, and that the 
reſent caſe was no more than that ; of which he was 
perteRtly convinced, as he could plainly feel, with his 
inger, the growing horn, which had thus thruſt off 
he old one; ſo that my lord (ſaid he, addreffing him- 
elf to the owner, by this time was recovered, and 
tending to their remarks) ** inſtead of being vexed 
'at ſuch an event, you have reaſon to rejoice, as it - 
'Explains a very difficult point, and you will now 
* have an opportunity of tracing the growth of this 
' deautifu] prodigy.” | 
This ſage ſolution adminiſtred ſome conſolation to 
he Virtuoſo, who immediately took the bird jn his 
"n hands, and feeling the lump of wax, which had 
iltened on the fititious horn, was convinced of 
G 3 | 
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the truth of his friends accurate obſervation, which 
he himſelf farther confirmed, by taking notice, that, 
25 no blood followed the avulfion, it was evident 
the horn was of itſelf ready to fall off, without the 
aſſiſtance of the cock's ſtruggling (for they had caught 
him at that work) as the diſlocation of the other 
horn ſhewed that that was not in the ſame ſtate of 
_ripeneſs, and, therefore, it had reſiſted that force, 
Conſciouſneſs of the ſagacity of this remark in ſome 
_ degree, reſtored his ſpirits, and he was going to pro. 
ceed, when one of the company, who had taken up 
and examined the fallen horn, and had not give] 
any opinion on the matter, interrupted him drily, and 
faid, the hypotheſis was certainly very ingenious, but 
he believed the affair might be ſolved a readier way; 
for upon examination of the ſuppoſed horn, he found 
it was only a cock's ſpur, which had been faſtened on 
the creature's head with wax, as appeared evidently 
by the remains of the wax upon the end of the ſpur 
3n his hand; and, if they would let him pull off the 
other, he would undertake that the impoſture woult 
be too plain to admit of any doubt. 

The mention of this threw them all into confuſion, 
as they had all given their opinions poſitively, of the 
Honour of which it deprived them, and cut ſhort mi 
Ny more, which they were ready to offer : they ther 
fore ſtood looking at each other, till he ſtretched ov 
| his hand to pull of the other horn, when they allin 
terpoſed, particularly the owner, and inſiſted, thi 
they muſt be better ſatisfied of what he had advancec 
before they could permit ſo raſh an experiment 
But the bird himſelf cut ſhort the diſpute ; for, ſom! 
of the company happening to have ſnuff in their fi 
gers, it got into the cock's eyes, aud made him fil 
His head with ſuch violence, that off flew the horn 
the owner's face. The perſon, who had made !l 
diſcovery, immediately took it up and ſhewed ſuc! 
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plain proof of the trick, that it could no longer be 
enied, 

| [t is impoſſible to deſcribe the ſhame and vexation, 
in every philoſophic face preſent, at this lamentable 
event, The abuſed purchaſer, in particular, was al- 
moſt mad : however, after mature deliberation, it was 
zpreed upon, for the credit of philoſophy, to bear the 
deceit in filemce, rather than expoſe themſelves to the 
ridicule of the unlearned, by ſeeking ſatisfaQtion from 
the cheat, As for the cock, he was immedaately ſa- | 
crificed to Aſculapius, to avert the conſequence with 
which ſuch a. diſappointment might have upon the 
health and underſtanding of the company, and to re- 
move ſuch an evidence of their diſgrace. But all 
their caution was in vain: The perſon, who had firſt 
deteRted the deceit, could not deny his vanity the plea- 
ſure of making his ſagacity known ; and the fellow, 
finding his trick paſſed over thus with impunity, could 
not avoid boaſting of it; and to this day diverts his 
cuſtomers with the hiſtory of the horned cock. 


USO DGIS III II OS IISIIISISA SA 
CHAP. XVII. 


| More mortification to human vanity. A reaſon for ſubmit - 
ting to be pillaged by ſharpers. What's got over the de + 
wvil's back, is ſpent under his belly. Filial piety remark- 
ably rewarded. 


SEE you are ſhocked at the inconliſtency, vice and 
folly of mankind ; but this is owing to your re- 
cluſe life, and want of acquaintance with the world : 

ton accurate obſerver, things appear in their proper 
colours; and, ifthe picture ſhould be unpleaſing, the 
fault is in the ſubje&, not in the painger, who honeſt- 
ly repreſents nature as he finds her. As to thote, 

- G4 


88 _ CHRYSAL: Os, Tre 
of whom [I have given you theſe ſhort ſketches, they 
are wealthy, and wealth is an excuſe for all thingy, 
the nobility of their birth not yielding a greater ſane. 
tion to their perſons, than their money does to their 
vices and follies. And where theſe tend to the dif. 
pation of that wealth, they only enhance their wel. 
come, in every place of polite reſort : indeed, the ſo. 
i ciety, in which you ſee them at preſent aſſembled, 
= ſubſiſts entirely by theſe, as by the ioſtitution of it, ll; 
j no perſon can be admitted, who hath not wealth to 
diſſipate ; as no perſon will defire to be admitted, Ml of 
who has not a vicious avarice for the wealth of others, W tc 
and folly enough to hazard his own for ,the acquiſi- WM he 
tion of it. A 

But, though folly is, in the ſtrianeſs of truth, thus Wh 
eſſential to the aſſociation, there are many of the Wa 
members, who, in the general meaning of the word, Wl; 
are entirely above the imputation of it : yet ſo preva- Wc: 
lent is the infatuation of gaming, that they will bear Wl 
the groſſeſt impertinencies, and mix with the outcaſts Wp 
of humanity, for its gratification, as if the dice, like Wt! 
death, levelled all diſtinftions. 

Obſerve that perſon who ſeems to be abſorbed in Mit 
thought, in the midſt of the hurricane around him. Wh 
| Reaſon takes the advantage of his being for a moment Wi 
diſengaged, and forces him to behold, in a proper 
light, a ſcene ſo contrary to THE OECONOMY OF HU- 
MAN LIFE, As that in which he is involved : but wait 
till the dice-box comes round to him, and you will 
ſee all his philoſophy vaniſh, and this paſſion for 
gaming hurry him as SE < lengths as the moſt 
thoughtleſs of them all 

Every ability, every virtue that could adorn and ex- 
alt the human mind, conſpired to throw the brightell 
luſtre round his youth, and mark him as a bleſſing to 
ſociety, Nor did he diſappoint the general hope, but 


filled, with dignity and honour, the high employs 
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ments to which his merits raiſed him, till this perni- 
cious paſſion inſenſibly unbent his mind, and turned 
his thoughts from every nobler purſuit. The falling 
of was moſt unhappy : his time, every moment of 
which is precious to the public, is waſted in idle dif-. 
ſpation, or devoted to pleaſures, deſtruQive to his 
fortune, which thus falls a prey to ſharpers, while 
the induſtriou> honeſt tradeſman calls in vain for pay- 
payment at his door. 

Yet, even in his improvidence, the natural virtue 
of his heart ſometimes appears, in .a manner that ſof- 
tens the ſeverity of cenſure. Some years ago when 
he filled one of the moſt important places of the ſtate, 
in a neighbouring nation, he had notice given him, 
that a ſet of ſharpers, diſguiſed with the moſt deli- 
ate and ſpecious art, had entered into a combination 
againſt him, but inftead of profiting by the friendly 
caution, and avoiding them, he ſeemed to throw him - 
ſelf on purpoſe, into the ſnares laid for him, till'they 
pilaged him of ſums of money, ſufficient to dittreſs 
the greateſt fortune. 

As it was known, that he had been forwarned of 
their ſchemes, his condu& was aſtoniſhing to all : but 
he vindicated it, by ſaying, that the wretches had put 
themſelves to a conſiderable expence, and travelled a 
great way'to accompliſh their defign ; if he had diſap- 
pointed which, they muſt either have ſtarved or rob- 
bed, perhaps from thoſe who might not be able to 
bear the loſs, and then have been hanged ; ſo that he 
boked upon it as charity, in a double ſenſe, to ſub- 
mit to be cheated by them, and in the ſame manner 
es he ſtill vindicate his gaming, with perſons ſo no- 
teious for their villanies, that it is almoſt infamous 
to ſpeak to them, 

At his left hand, you ſee a perſon with an heap of 
pold before him, which he diſipates with ſuch eager- 
cls, that ke ſeems deſirous to be poor. His father 
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heaped up that wealth, with an avidity, that was , 
diſgrace to human nature. The groans of the dic. 
treiſed, the tears of the orphan and the widow, which 
he hoarded with his riches, now eat them like a can. 
ker: and the gold, that he wrung from the hard 
hands of the poor, melts in the poſſeſſion of his ſpend. 
thrift heir, like ſnow before the ſun. Nor was the 
fordidneſs of his heart, in abſtaining from. the moſt 
neceffary uſe of his riches, inferior to his iniquity ig 
acquiring them. He denied himſelf the very necel. 
faries of life, and literally lived in the moſt abje& po. 
verty, for fear of being poor. To this perverſe dit- 
- Poſition does the perſon you ſee, in a great meaſure, 
owe his inheriting his wealth ; for he had an elder 
brother, whom the miſer had always-deſigned to be 
his heir, till an ill-timed a& of filial: piety loſt hin | 
his favour. | 
The old man had an ailment in his leg, which, Ml , 
for want of proper and timely care, had grown toil | 
ſuch a degree of malignancy, that it at length be-I | 
| 
| 
| 


came abſolutely neceſſary to cut it off, in order to 
fave his life. Terrible as the apprehenſion of ſuch in 
operation muſt be, the expence of it gave him fill 
greater concern. To have it done therefore, in the 
cheapeſt manner, he made his eldeſt ſon diſguiſe hin | 
ſelfin a mean dreſs, and take a lodging for him inal | 
garret, in one of the obſcureſt corners of the town, 
whither he removed himſelf by night, and, under tht 
CharaQer of a poor tradeſman, ſent for a ſurgeon wi0 
lived in that neighbourhood, and advertiſed his fk 
at the loweſt price. His ſon, whoſe near proſpet d 
ſuch immenſe inheritance did not efface his filial dut 
and affetion, was ſhocked at ſuch an inſtance of 1 
 varice, and though he dared not contradif, was! 
ſolved to counterat it. Accordingly, when he wi 
ſent for the ſurgeon, for his father had not reveal 
his retreat to any of his ſervants.for obyious reaſon! 


Y 
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inſtead of going to the quack, as he was direQed, he 


vent to one of the moſt eminent ſurgeons of the age, 


:nd, revealing the whole affair to him, prevailed on 


him for a large gratification, to diſguiſe himſelf, and 


undertake to perform the operation, for whatever 
trifle ſhould be offered him, and then told his father, 
with an appearance of joy, that, as he was going for 
the advertiſing ſurgeon, he had luckily met in an ale- 
houſe, where he was directed to inquire for him, a 
perſon who had been many years a ſurgeon's mate on 
board a man of war, who he was ſure would cut off 
his leg, not only much better, but cheaper alſo, as 
his appearance ſhewed that he was ſtarving, and muſt 
be glad to take whatever he could get. 

Such a lucky hit raiſed the old man's ſpirits ſo, 
that he ſubmitted ro the operation without farther 
concern, which was performed in ſo maſterly a man- 
ner, that, in a fit of unwonted generoſity, he gave 
the ſurgeon half a guinea, though he had bargained 
with him for a crown ; but then he comforted him- 
ſelf, when he began afterwards to refle& upon his ex- 
travagance, that he could ft ſtop it out of the fees 
for his attendance. In the fame manner as he had 
impoſed a good ſurgeon upon him, did his unfaſhion- 
| able ſon ſupply him with all things neceſſary for his 
condition, by making a woman” in whom he could 
confide, bring them every day, as if from a lady of 
fortune, a patient of the ſurgeon's, to whom he had 
repreſented him as an obje of charity; for, if he kad 
had no other ſupport but what he allowed himſelf, he 
muſt have periſhed for want of proper nouriſhment. 
When his cure was completed by this management, 
and he came to diſcharge the ſurgeon, after lament- 
ing his inability to make a more ſuitable return, he 
offered him a couple of guineas ; but the ſurgeon not 


thinking it neceſſary to-carry on the deceit any longer, 


now the end was anſwered, told him that he need 
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make no apology, for his ſon had already piven hin 
two hupdred.——** My ſon, Sir, I do not underſtand 
you?? (anſwered the wretch, in the moſt violent Api. 
tations of ſurpriſe, confuſion and rage) ** Yes, Sir,” WM 
« (replied the ſurgeon, addrefling'him by his name, WM"? 


and telling his own) *©* your ſon, to whom you are th 

_ *© indebted for your life more ways than one : for it MI" 
« was he that ſupplied you with the things which you y 

c 


* imagined to haye been fent, you out of charity,” 

Shocking as this diſcovery was, the old miſer re. 
covered preſence of mind to carry it off in an admir- 
able manner. ** Sir,” (faid he) *©* I have a proper 
« ſenſe of my ſon's duty, and of your ſkill in your 
«*« profeſſion; though you have prevented my mak- 
«« 1ng an acknowledgment of them in the manner 
«« intended: For you muſt not think that I have 
* been deceived; I knew you all along ; and Ire. 
© moved to this place, and took this method of con- 
* cealing myſelf, both to avoid the trouble and im- 
*« pertinence of viſitors and complimentary meſſages, 
« and to make trial of my ſon's duty ; of which I have 
* now had ſufficient proof,” —Saying this, he took 
the ſurgeon by the hand, and accepted his offer of 
continuing to attend him. till his wound ſhould be 
quite healed, with the greater readineſs, as he was 
paid already; but to his ſon he behaved in a diffe- 
rent manner, for he direQtly made a new will, by 
which he bequeathed his immenſe fortune to the next 
brother, the perſon before us, leaving the other to 
pine out his days in poverty, on a poor annuity, 7n- 
reward for his obedience and duty (in the very words of 
his will) : An injuſtice that was farther aggravated, 
by his having made him relinquiſh the mot promil- 
inz hopes of Fiſing in the army, and reſign his com- 
miſſion, ſome time before, merely to attend upon 
him. Such a ſhock was almoſt too great for human 
fortitude: The injured gentleman ſunk under 1t 
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happy in eſcaping ſoon from a world, where the 
higheſt virtue is deſpiſed if deſtitue of wealth. 

As for the heir, it was his good fortune to be bred 
at ſuch a diſtance from his father, that he had no 
opportunity of making any obſervations on him, and . 
therefore, as the miſer could not carry his wealth 
with him out of the world, he e'en left it to him; 
though could he have foreſeen the ſcene before us, 
he would ſooner have bequeathed it to charitable uſes, 
toenrich overſeers, and ſtarve the poor, than give it 
to ſuch a ſpend-thritr. 

| ſee your ſenſes fail under ſuch an extraordinary 
exertion, I ſhall therefore cloſe this ſcene with obſer- 
ving, that the whole company may be charaQteriſed 
under the few I have pointed to you, In this view of 
them, I choſe to take the filent moment, when their 
buſineſs was near over, for in the height of it, the 
pitation of ſuch complicated paſſions would have 
een too horrible for repreſentation, 
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CHAP. XVII. 


CERYSAL gives @ farther account of his late lord. The 
method by which he had been initiated in the myſteries of 
of polite life. Some ſketches of the chara@er of his next 


maſter, who g1VES him to an extraordinary per/cn, 


PROMISED to give you ſome account of my /ate 
lord. He was the ſon of one of the moſt diſtin- 
puſhed perſons of his age, who had acquired a for- 
une in the ſervice of his country, ſufficient to ſup- 
ort, with proper dignity, the nobility with which his 
athful zeal was rewarded by his grateful ſqvereign. 
The youth of his ſon opened with ſuch promiſing 


| 
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hopes, that it was expe&ed he would advance, in the 
ſteps of his father, to the higheſt rank of a ſubjet, 
To facilitate theſe hopes, at his return from his tra. 
vels, in which he had not only gone to ſee, but had WW; 
alſo taken time to conſider, the principal countries of ll : 
Europe, with thoſe of Africa and Afia, whoſe intereſts Wi r 
might any ways affect that of his own, or whoſe hi. Wi t 
tory, illuſtrated thus by obſervation, might teach WM « 
him to improve the 2dvantages of his own country, Bf ir 
_ and avoid the evils which had been the ruin of others, 
he was placed in the lower houſe of the ſenate, with o 
every advantage of fortune, intereſt, and opinion, toll tt 
ſupport the exertion of his abilities. W 
He had ſcarce made himſelf known here, in his 


m 
proper light, when the death of his father raiſed hin 
into the houſe of Peers, where he ſoon eſtabliſhed if c; 
weight that made him of real conſequence to the na-ff in 
tion, and alarmed the fears of the miniſtry, who af fr 
they could not confute, reſolved to corrupt him, il ty 
poſhble; for which end the deepeſt ſchemes wer ev 
put in practice to relax his morals, and embarraſs hy hi 
fortune, as the preſent ſituation of both raiſed hin 
above their attempts. Yo 
It would require uncommon virtue to reſiſt tg to 
temptations to vice, in an age whoſe refinements ha m; 
taken off every grofineſs, and almoſt every horror of na 
its appearance. His regard was won, by a moſt cell in; 
cate application to that vanity, which is too often thi alt 


ſhadow of merit, eſpecially in youth; the very pe 
ſons who deſigned to change his principles, ſeemit 
to give up theirs to the ſuperior force of his reaſon. 
Such artifice ſoon won the confidence of his u! 
guarded heart, and inclined it to reccive their opinI 
ons and advice, without farther examination ; as 1 
Heat of youth and a vivid imagination affiſted tit 
deſigns againſt his fortune, the ſucceſs of whick 
in itſelf a ſufficient reward. 


age 
* 
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| He had always exprefled a diflike to play, nor ever 
jave into it but in complaifance to company. To 
conquer this averſion was therefore their Jaſt labour, 
in which they found eafier ſucceſs than they could 
even bave hoped for. The affluence of his fortune 
made him above apprehenſion of loſs, and a diſdain _ 
to be excelled, even in an art he diſapproved, engag- 
ed him with a keenneſs, that ſoon made his advances 
in the art a pleaſure to him. 

The work was now done ; and a few years of his 
own induſtry, with the affiſtance of his friends, and 
the management of his faithful ſteward, made him 
willing to enter into the pay of a miniſtry, which he 
might in leſs time have over-turned. 

This was his ſituation at that time ; but ſome ſe- 
cret ſtruggles, which I ſaw reaſon and virtue making 
in his heart, make me thinks he meditates a revolt 
from his infatuation, which the leaſt liberty to his na- 
tural good ſenſe could not fail to accompliſh : an 
event which the rapacity of Poundage muſt haſten, to 
his own ruin. 

The perſon, in whoſe poſſeflion I left the ſcene 
you have juſt beheld, was one of thofe who had been 
fo ſucceſsful in initiating my late maſter into all the 
myſteries of pleaſure. Indeed, he ſeemed deſigned by 
nature to extend his empire over all mankind, mak- 
ing it the ſole obje&t of abilities equal to the moſt ex- 
alted purſuits, to invent new, to improve the old 
methods of gratifying ſenſe, and enforcing his pre- 
cepts, by an example ſo keen, and a coOnverlarion ſo 
captivating, as not to be reſiſted. | 

Appetites fo extenſive ans: a large ſupport ; to 
provide which, for fortune had fo far frowned upon 
lis birth, that he was but a younger brother, he was 
compelled to ſteal ſome moments from his darling 
pleaſures, and ſacrifice them to bulineſs. The 10- 


tr:lt of his family and his own abilities had raiſed 


\ 
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him to the firſt employments in the ſtate ; but as the 
ſole motive of his ſubmitting to the reſtraint of any 
application, was to acquire a fund for the pratificz. 
tion of his pleaſures, his haſte to arrive at that end 
precipitated him into the moſt deſtruQive meaſures, 
and made him ready and eager to embrace every op- 
portunity of ſacrificing, or rather ſelling the intereſt 
of his country for preſent private gain. 

The proper application of the gifts of heaven 
makes them a bleſſing. This caſt of his diſpoſition 
made thoſe abilities, which under a right direQion, 
would have been of the higheſt ſervice to himſelf and 
his country, a real prejudice to both, making him the 
ready and dangerous inſtrument of the moſt enor. 
mous crimes, that could promiſe gratification to his 
paſſions. 

'In ſuch a life, there muſt neceſſarily be many dif. 
agreeable occurrences, but they make no impreſſion 
on him, for his whole ſoul 1s fo devoted to pleaſure, 
that upon the leaſt miſcarriage in buſineſs, he finds 
Immediate relief in the return of that, which he can 
fly to, without any difficulty, the natural vivacity of 
his temper, that makes his converſation ſo bewitching 
to others, never yielding to a ſecond moment's yex- 
ation at any one event. | 

As the viper bears in herſelf the antidote of her 
poiſon, this diſſipation of temper prevents his abilt- 
ties from doing all the miſchief he otherwiſe might, 
by pulling off the maſk, and ſhewing his deſigns too 
ſoon for their accompliſhment. The very perſons, 
who would gladly avail themſelves of the venality, 
not daring to truſt to the inconſtancy of his diſpoſi- 
tion ; ſo that he ſoon loſt his greateſt power of doing 
evil, otherwiſe than by oppoſing, and impeding the 
meaſures of thoſe, whoſe ſucceſsful honeſty diſap- 
pointed his deſigns, and ſhewed ne -CUngee of thyp 
10 its proper light. # 
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You will not imagine, that my ſtay could be long 
nhis poſſeſſion. He that very day gave me toan author, 
or throwing dirt on the charaQters of thoſe who had 
tected and defeated his ſchemes, of leading his coun-. 
ry into ruin, 
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The biftory and charafer of CHRYSAL's new maſter. His 
adventures at a coffee houſe. The fun of a modern Gt- 
x1Us retorted upon himſelf, by the grave rebuke of a teſty 


veer. an. 


| Y new maſter was a votary of Apollo, in the 
double capacity of phyſic and letters : for, the 
former not affording ſcope enough for his genius, he 
ſually dedicated his leiſure hours to the gentler en- 
ertainment of the latter, through the extenſive cir- 
le of which he had occafionally run ; there not being 
2 branch in the wide wood of ſcience which had not 
f:t his pruning ; the loweſt rudiments of the moſt 
ulgar arts being, in his opinion, no more beneath 
the philoſophic pen, than the moſt abſtruſe heights of 
Ipeculation. L 
It muſt.be owned, that, in ſuch a latitude of "= 
ly, he often was obliged to proſtitute his labours ; 
ut from this he had the ſolid conſolation, that his 
pan generally roſe, in proportion as his ſubje& ſunk, 
ie caprice of the world paying beſt, that is, buying 
moſt eagerly, what it affeted to decry moſt. Nor 
5 this to be wondered at, a looſe tale, or a receipt 
lor cooking a new diſh, being better adapted to gene- 
ral taſte, than a moral eſſay, or metaphyſical ſpecu- 
lation, 
From bis patron? s levee, my maſter went direaly 
home, and, undrefling into his cap and Nippers, af- 
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gended to his ſtudy, and took a meditative turn 
two, revolving in his mind the many grievances thy 
called upon him for redreſs, from the ſucceſs of th 
morning. - 

At length, burſting into a rapture, he cried, «py 
*© think no more! Be the wants of yeſterday forgot! 
«© thoſeof to-morrow will come too ſoon, without the 
«« anticipation of thought! I cannot pay all I oy 
«© I cannot provide all I want! Hence then, ya 
*« care! ÞIl depend on fortune, and myſelf, for | 
«« greater ſupply another day, and indulge my geniy 
«« with the preſent.” —Big with this heroic reſo b 
tion, he gave orders for dinner, and then, ſendinoiif ' 
ſor his beſt ſuit home, he dreſſed himſelf in all hf © 
pride, and went to a coffee houſe to look at the” px 
pers, 
The pleaſure of my company had given ſuch a fol 
to his ſpirits, naturally high, that foon drew the at 
tention of the coffee-room, the greatet part of the 
company gathering in a circle round him, to he: 
his remarks on the publication of the day, which he 
threw out with the confidence of one, who thought hi 
Opinion the eſtabliſhed ſtandard of all writing : and, 
at the ſame time, with a ſprightlineſs that made his 
very impudence and his abſurdity entertaining. 

While he was thus running on, in the torrent 
Harangue, a weteran, whoſe employment, for many 
years was talking over the ations of his youth, and 
comparing them to the miſtakes and loſſes of the pre: 
4ent times,. no longer able to contain his rage, at 
having his audience drawn from him, in the midſt 
His daily tale, roſe up with an execration that ſhook 
the room, and-calling for his clock and cane, ** This 
*© 15 not to be borne (exclaimed he.) Here, waite!, 
'* take for my coffee! I ſhall ſtay in ſuch a place n0 
'* Jonger: is this the land of freedom, forſooth ! tha 
'* Man muſt be diſturbed in his diſcourſe, and n% 
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© have liberty to ſpeak where he ſpends his money ? 
« Had I the command here, I'd ſettle other orders ; 
« every pratting puppy ſhould not preſume to inter- 
« rypt his betters: things are hke to go well with 
« ys, when matters of the higheſt conſequence can be 
« broken in upon by noiſe and nonſenſe. Fhis is 
« freedom with a vengeance !” 

The look and accent with which theſe ds were * 
pronounced, were too terrible for my maſter to eh. ill 
counter ; both nature and experience having giving ] 
him ſo lively an apprehenſion of danger, that his 1x 
readieft preſence of mind was not always able to con- | 
ceal it, He was, therefore, cut ſhort at once, and | 
could ſcarce muſter ſpirits to throw a wink at ſome of 
thoſe about him, as the man of war looked another | 
Way. | | , 

But the triumph was not ſo abſolute over all, the ol 
company, one of whom, reſolving to have ſome fun, = 
cries out, ©* Pray, doRor, proceed ; you are juſt in 
*« the moſt intereſting part of your ſtory : the colo- 
nel could not mean to interrupt you ; he is too fond 
of telling his own ſtory to give another ſuch pain ; 
go on, you ſhould not be frighted at a flaſh 1 in the 
6c pan,” 

© Frighted, indeed,” (replied the doQtor, oather- 
Ing courage when he ſaw himſelf ſupported) ** at 
* what, I wonder ! at the ſight of what old age can 
** fink to! no, no! I am not ſo eaſily frighted! 1 
* teave that to antiquated heroes, the exploits of 
* whoſe youth have exhauſted their courage : L 
© mean no offence ;—but to go on, as I was faying, 
oy - di vey of the fieep of plants accounts in the cleareſt 

* manner”? —+<* Hold, doQor (cries the other) ** that 

* was not as you were ſaying, you were telling us of a 
, Neth who caught his coachman in bed with 
* tis Jadv, one morning, when he came heme, 

H 2 


200  CHRYSAL: Oz, Tar 
*© ſooner than uſual from the tavern, pray how did 
** ſhe bring herſelf off? 

«© Oh, was that it (rephed the doRor) faith I had 
.** forgot; the fury of Mars had like to have made 
** a gap in the annals of Yenus: ha! ha! ha! why 
«© ſhe made nothing of it, but laughing in his face, 
*© moſt heroically, ri: for tat, my dear, 1s but fair 
«© play (ſaid ſhe) while I ſay nothing at your ſtaying 
«© out night after night with-K7zty, you cannot in con- 
«« ſctence blame my comforting WTO a little with 
«6c Tohn. 3, 

The colonel ſtood all the while convulſed with rage, 
too big for utterance, but the univerſal laugh, that 
followed the doQor's laſt words, rouſing him, he ad- 


vanced to him, ©* whom do you dare to laugh at, pe 


<« zroon? (ſays he taking him by the noſe) whoſe cou- 
<* rage is exhauſted ? but you are beneath my notice 
«© or reſentment, farther than this”? (then ſpitting 
full in his face, he turned to the gentleman who had ſet 
the door on, and who now began not to like the joke 
any farther) ** But for you, Sir! you perhaps may be 
<* a gentleman, and worth calling to a further ac. 
*© count! will you pleaſe to walk up ſtairs with me, 
<* and let me know what you mean W a flaſh in the 
«c pan ' wh , 
'The ceremonies of attending him, on ſuch an ex- 
pedition, would not have been much more agreeable 
to this gentleman than to my maſter, but he had 
more command of his fear, and was well uſed to 
bring himſelf off with a joke. ** Sir (ſays he) you 
** need not give yourſelf the trouble of going up ſtairs, 
** for what I can as well do here | By bidding the 
©** doftor not be frighted, I meant at the circum- 
'© ſtances of his own ſtory, for, juſt as you interrupt- 
** ed him, he had ſaid, that the lord ſnapped a piſtol 
** at his lady, which had flaſhed in the pan ! That 
** was all, Sir! I could neyer mean it to offend you, 
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« or ſhew a doubt of your courage, which I have. 
« heard you relate ſo many ſurpriſing inſtances of, 
« ſo often, and always ſo invariably alike, that they 
« muſt be true.” | 77 

« Sir! Sir! have a care (replied the colonel) I do 
« not deſire to be troubled with ſuch a gentleman 
« az I perceive you are! But let me tell you, Sir, 
« that I have ſeen a man's face broke before now, 
« for wearing ſuch a ſneer! As to the ſtories I tell, 
« ] am ſatisfied they will be of no ſervice to you, nor 
« raiſe the leaſt emulation in a man who can ſtay 
« lounging about town, when his country has oc-: 
« caſion for him, I was younger than you when I. 
« went a volunteer with lord Cutts, under the duke 
* of Marlborough, nor was I urged by want. I had 
« a good eſtate, Sir, ſufficient to ſupply me with 
* what you call the pleaſures of life, if I could have 
* thought any thing a pleaſure that was not attended. 
* with honour, Sir, I loſt this hand at "Blenheim, 
* and this leg at Malplaguer ! But why dolI tell you 
* ſo! you will preſerve your hands to take ſnuff; 
* and your legs to walk the park, the proper ſcene 
* of your campaigns.” With which words the 
* doughty hero marched away to his chariot.” 
Though this leure was rather too grave for the 
taſte of the perſon to whom it was addrefled, it gave 
great pleaſure to the unconcerned part of the compa- 
ty, and to none more than my maſter, who had wip- 
ed his face, and begun to come to himſelf, as ſoon as 
he ſaw the danger direQted another way. 

Before the gentleman could ſpeak, the door came 
up to him, and ſaid, ©* I am ſorry, Sir, that 
© you ſhould have drawn this ſtorm upon yourſelf, 
* upon my account! But I bore the worſt of it! 
" You heard but the whiſtling of the winds, the 
* ſhower fell on me! *tis well, though, that what 
"ſuch dotards do is not eſteemed an affront !'\—— 
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«« An affront, Sir, (replied the other) I do not wn. 
«« derſtand you ! I hope you do not infinuate, tha 
«© there was any affront offered to me, or that] 
<«© was in the leaſt concerned in what was ſaid, only 
«« to you !?%—s Not at all, Sir, (returned the Joon 
«« not at all, Sir, the colonel's diſcourſe was all di. 
«« rected to me, to be ſure! and I hope to profit þy 


_«« 1t, thus far, that I will not interrupt bim again!” 
— —- And with theſe words he left his former friend 


the field, not caring to enter into any farther alter. 
cation with him, for fear he might take it into his 
head to vindicate his charaer on him, as he knew hit 
mar. 

Such flight rebuffs made not a moment's impreſſion 
on the temper .of my maſter: he was uſed to, and 
made nothing of them! A good dinner, and a hottle 
of wine, ſent him in the evening, in a critical enthu- 
ſiaſm, to the theatre, where all a&ions fell ſnort of 
the ſublimity of his conception, all expreſſion ot the 
warmth of his feeling, as he fully explained to every 
company in the coffee houſe, while he ſat at public 
ſupper, after the play was done, 
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Some further account of CHRYSAL's maſter, His conver- 
' ſation and engagements with two bookſellers. Some of 
he ſecrets of the trade, CHRYSAL change! his ja 


CIC. 


XTENSIVE as theſe ſcenes were, they ſhewed 
not my maſter in his proper light. His pect” 
lar ſphere was in ſtudy, where the inconſiſtency 
his works ſhewed the chaos in the brain, from whence 
they ſprung. Chaos did I ſay! Chaos is order to tit 
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nfuſon there. For ſurely the diſcordant ſeeds of 
ch il1-matched things were never jumbled together 


vefore. An auCioner's library is a regular ſyſtem, in 


compariſon to his head. Such an heap has neither 
beginning nor end. No fixed point to commence a 
teſcription from. I ſhall therefore wave ſuch an at- 
rempt, and only ſtrive to convey ſome idea of 1t, 

from its efeA$—At five the next morning he aroſe to 
his labours, the firſt of which was to conſider, what 
he ſhould begin the day with, ſuch was the multitude 
he had in hand. But what reaſon could not deter- 
mine, chance muſt, and he took them as they hap- 
pened to lie, paregyric, libel, phyfic, divinity, cookery, 
eritici/m, politics, ballads, botany, &c. &c. &, in 
all of which he indefatigably worked the taſk of the 
day, changing his ſubje& with as little concern as -he 
did his paper : and, though ſuch rambling prevent- 
ed his ever getting deeper than the ſurface of anv ſub- 
jo, yet it ſhewed the extent and volubllity of his ea-' 
pacity, and that it wanted only regular ns to 
any ſcience, to be eminent int. 

As ſoon as he had finiſhed, and the gew;l; had Car- 
ried away his labours, he was juſt deſcending to go 
out, when a bookſeller came to pay him a viſit, Af- 
ter much ceremony on one fide, and little civility-on 
the other, Mr. Yellam thus accoſted my maſter : Well, 


* of an author! I thought I was to have the anſwer 
* to yeſterday's pamphlet laſt night ! ſome-body elſe 
« will do it, and then I ſhall be finely off,” _ 

* Upon my honour, Sir, (replied my maſter) I af. 


—* What buſineſs can you hawe, that younle: interfere 6 

* moment evith your engagements with me? —** Dear 
* Mr, Pellam, do but hear me! There is a nob!= 
* lord going to be divorced for impotence; I jul 
* got a mint of the matter, night Hefors atk,” ard 
G4 


s 


« Sir, I ſee there is no dependance on the word 
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* ſure you I ſhould have done it, but ſome buſineſs,” * 
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** waited upon his lordſhip's gentleman yeſterdyy 
** morning, with whom I have a particular intimacy, 


<< and from him I have learned the whole ſtory, and 
<+ now leave me to ſet it out ! J'Il engage to make 
*© noble eighteen penny worth of it, at leaſt, by to. 
*© morrow morning.” * Why, there may be Something 6 
«& in that; but in the mean time you would not let other + 
** maiters cool /''—Never fear, pray how did yeſter. WW 
** day's pamphlet do ?”'—}|/hy, tolerably awvell; bu WM 
<* the ſcandal was ſo groſs, that I was almoſt afraid." WM 
—* Aye! aye! never fear me for a home cut! ne. W* 
<© ver fear me!”—** But I hear nothing of the exercita- Mt" 
© tions !!?—** No ; I fent away the ſheet above an hour M* 
<< ago !”?—* Then there's that book you promiſed to 11» Mi 
<c eprite; fome one elſe will do it and prevent you.” — W* 
«© Never fear, I have juſt laid down a ſcale for the M* 
<< ſtyle; beſide, I have altered the title already; MW* 
<© and that you know 1s the principal” thing.” W* 
<© That is right! Now you ſpeak of titles, I want half © 
© a dozen direftly! this wery day if poſſible !''—'Tis WM 
Tather too late now ; but where are the books ?” M* 
w—** In the Iumber-garret, where they have been theſe 
<© ſewen years.” —** That 1s well, they are forgot by 
<* this.”—** Forget, why they awere never known | tht 
<* author was a man of fortune, who printed them at hi; 
** own expence, but T prevented the ſale, and /o had thin 
«© for the publiſhing ! Ha! ha! ha! befide a good conſi- 
« deration for buying up at @ double price, what 1 had 
«© (xoT) ſold of them; ſo that it was not a bad job ; and, 
<* mow be is dead, they may ſafely come out under new titles! 
<& —[; ewill be 100 great a delay to wait to ſee them, but 
*© heye are the old titles, which I ſuppoſe may. dr."'— 
*© Why, aye: they may do! but I cannot poſhdly 
«« write them this evening ; you know I muſt anſver 
<*© that pamphlet I wrote laſt week, before it is for- 
«© pot; I have an anſwer ready, that will make 4 


c 

i 
«+ having ſerved him in my profeſſion more than once; Wl 
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« noiſe ; I expeRt it will raiſe a curioſity, that will 
« ſell another addition of the pamphlet. I left opens 
« for ſuch retorts upon the charaQers I praiſed in 
« that, and have ſuch pieces of ſecret hiſtory to hit | 
« them off with, that I'll engage for the ſucceſs.” 
——* Aye, ſecret hiftory, and ſtories of family misfortunes, 
& and ſuch like may do ſomething ! but I had like to have 
« forgot the main buſineſs of my coming. There is an ac- 
« count of the death of an eminent divine, this morning - 
« could ve not vamp up a volume or tawo of ſermons for 
him, think you ® He «was ſuſpeed of hereſy and atheiſm, 
« end you know that would make any thing in his name go 
« off. '—** Egad, a good thought! and particularly 
« lucky at this time : for as I have heen engaged in 
« divinity lately, I know the weak fides of the-queſ- 
*« tion, and a little infidelity will be a refreſhment to 
* me. It ſhall be done! the ſermons ſhall be ready 
« without delay ! Have you not got ſome by you that 
« did rot go off: let me have one of each, and ÞIl 
« interline them to ſave time ; but will you publiſh 
« them yourſelf ?—I thought you had given up ſer- 
« mons !”?—My/elf ! no! no! I'll ſend them. into Mr. 
« Vampe ; [ll re/erve the confutation of them to myſelf ?*? 
* —Egad, another good thought ; the confutation 
* will do better! and Þll take care to make it a ſmart 
* one, and play the devil with the author ; ha, ha, 
« ha, But, Mr. Yellum, your coming here this 
* morning prevented my waiting on you: it Is a 
* great while ſince you promiſed to ſettle with me. 
* You ſhould conſider, Sir? * What pray, good 
* Sir, ſhould I confider ® that I hawe ſupported you 1"? 
—** Supported me, Mr. Yellum ! Sir, I have a pro- 
* feſſion”? &«& [ know you have, Mr. Dofor ; a pro+ 
* feffon indeed, in which his Majeſty's ſubjeds may bliſs 
* God that nine and ten of you would flarwe, if they had 
* 1 other auay of getting their bread beſide that” —** Mr. 
\ Fellum, you know this way of talking ſignifies 


106, CHRYSAL: Os, Tay ' 


* nothing. It is a long time ſince we have ſettle 
* any account, and there are a great many articles! 
«© Let me ſee: aye, here they are! and a long liſt 
«© 1t-is| NINETEEN PAMPHLETS With ANswexs tg 

FOURTEEN Of them; NINE RAPES, SIX MUR. 

DERS, FIVE FAST and FOUR FUNERAL SERMOXs, 
© THIRTY-SIX ESSAYS, TWENTY-TWO TITLES, 
*© FOUR QUARTO VOLUMES RE-WRIT, SEVENTEExX 


© wIiLLS, TWENTY-FOUR”; 
cc 


6c 


cc 


*© Go on, Sir, goon! 
but when you have done look at THIS, and then talk ts 
me of an account ; here is your bond for 151. whichit 
due theſe two years ; and it is wery likely, to be ſur, 
© that you ſpould leave it cutflanding fo long, if you had 
© at, account to ſet off againſt it | but I am glad I knuy 
&© you; and, fince you talk of accounts, ebſerve that [ de. 
«< mand my money, due cn this bond, which I will haw, 
* and when you have paid that, it <will be time enough 
«« for me to ſetle accounts with you ; ſo, Sir, your ſervant.” 
—< Mr. Vellum, good Mr. Vellum, do not be fo haſty! 
«© I did not mean to give you offence?? «© Accounts 
* indeed! hawe I not ſupplied you with paper above the 
<©. avzehly allowance we agreed for, and yet you tal to me! 
_—*< Mr. Yellum, I may be in the wrong ; let matters 
<< ſtand as they are : but you have not told me what 
<<. fize you would have this affair of the divorce, 
«© that I mentioned to you juſt now” —*<* There it is 
© z0owy 3 that is your way always ; you know my eaſy ten- 
<< per;. and that you can bring me down when you pleaſe? 
© ewhyif the flory will bear much painting, and the ar- 
© exmftances are very firong and plain, TI believe you ma) 
*© draw. it out to two ſhillings; axd to encourage ju 
©. and ſhow you that I mean generouſly by you, when you 
* hawe finiſhed that, and the Anſwer, and the Sermons, 
*© andthe Confutations, and the Titles, and the Exe 
«© citations, .] will give up your bond, and then we will 
& begin an account on fair even terms. But I am in haſit, 
* .T have three or four ether genvlemen to call upen ; 7 foal 
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& depend upon your promi/e, and ſo goed morning,” —= 
« Good morning to you, good Mr. Yel/lum.—Damn- 
« ed impoſing, grinding ſcoundre! ; but Pll be quit- 
« with you, for all your tricks (ſaid the doGtor, as 
« ſoon as Mr. Yellum was out of the room) and-teach 
« ſuch Ruped raſcals to attempt outwiting men of 
« oenius.” 

When I conſidered the nature and importance of 
my maſter's demand, I could not but wonder at the 
eaſe with which he took a denial, and the joy he ex- 
prefſed at Mr. Yellum's departure'; but the myſtery 
was ſo cleared up, by the arrival of Mr. Pamphlet, 
another of the trade, almoſt the very moment Yellum 
went down ſtairs, and whom I law by his reception, 
my maſter expected. 
If I was before ſhocked at the cruelty with which I 
thought Yellum treated my maſter,, I was now no 
leſs ſo, at the part he ated with Pamphlet, with whom 
he bargained over again for the ſame very aware which 
he before promiſed to Yellum, and flattered him with 
an aſſurance of having his buſineſs done, that is, the 
anſwers and re-writing, before Yellum poſhbly could, 
tor they were mortal enemies. 

The diſcourſe between theſe was much the ſame 
as the former, only that it was concluded in a different 
manner z Pamphlet giving my maſter a couple of pieces 
to put him in mind of his engagement, 

| was utterly at a loſs to know how he meant to 
att betwen theſe two ; when he put an end to my 
doubts by this ſolilogquy. ** So now, I have dif- 
* patched you two, the day is my own; keep my 
* engagements! I will, with both alike. Let me 
* ſee, there is nothing in it but a little trouble of 
* writing: I can divide” the hits between both an- 
* ſwers, according to the opens I have left on pur- 
*-poſe, and ſo ſend them to both at the ſame time; 
'0dly to diyide the alterations in my ſcale of ſtyle, 
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« and. make a ſecond title, and ſo *tis done. Thiy 
«© method that I have found of uſing a feigned name, 
© makes it all eaſy. Well, let thoſe who were bois 
&* to fortunes, ſpend them in ſloth and ignorance, | 
« have an eſtate in myſelf, that can never be exhauſt. 
« ed. Iam obliged to nature only for my abilities, 
« and carry the fountain of honour and fortune in 
&« fluency of my genius.” 

He then deſcended from his aerial citade), and, oo. 
ing out zo vi/it his patients, changed me at a coffee. 
houſe, where I was immediately borrowed at the bar 


by an officer, who was going to dine with his genera], | 


and wanted money to give his ſervants. 
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CARYSAL enters into the ſerwice of a gentleman of a gene- 
ral, Gratitude in high and low life. The modern way 
of riſing in the world, and the happineſs of dependance. 
Influence of CHRYSAL's maſter, with his curious manner 


of ſupporting it. 
EPPS may judge that my ſtay with this 


. ? owner was but ſhort : he gave me dire&Qly 
p Y ® to the general's gent/eman, with a letter 
to be preſented to his excellency next. 
ſo hens morning, as he could not find courage 
0 ſpeak to him in perſon. 
The caſe of this perſon, though not uncommon 
mong men, I own affeted me. He was the ſon of 
n officer of diſtinguiſhed merit, the ſervices of whoſe 
te had, in the 8oth year of it, been rewarded with 
be coinmand of a regiment, and the hopes of his ſon 
towned with a pair of colours ; which, on the death 
I his father, in ſix months after his elevation, he 
dund to be his whole inheritance ; the fees of office, 
id the equipage for his new rank, having exhauſted 
ll the ſavings of the old man's ſubaltern frugality. _ 
ve moſt examplary days in five warm campaigns, 
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had advanced the ſon to the rank of a lieutenant 
*when' the &xaltation of the perſon to whom he ny 
"applied, raifed his hopes to a company, which wg 
"vacant in the regiment, and his right by ſeniority; 
,For ſuch was his ignorance of mankind, that he byi 
"Fanguine expetations on the very reaſons that ſhoul 
© have deprived him of any, the obligation of the perſmn y 
hom he applied, to his father, who had taken him up 
the poor friendleſs orphan of an enfign, educated kin 
at his own expence, procured him his firſt commiſſion, 
and afterwards lent him the money with which he 
had purchaſed his company : a debt which the ſon 
was weak enough to expett a friendſhip from, though 
it, and much more, had long ſince been cleared a 
Play. 
But, though the charaQer of the ſon, and the ol. 
neral's known intimacy with the father, in a mann. 
obliged him to promiſe him his friendſhip, yet nM. 
thing was farther from his thoughts than ever to 
him any real ſervice ; as he imagined that would bal 
acknowledging the obligation which his very attend 
ance ſeemed to upbraid him with : a dinner now aW« 
then being the only favour he ever had, or ever mea. 
to give him. You may perhaps have experienced hill «: 
miſery of a dependant's dining at the table of his pa « 
tron, where the tortures of Tartalus are aggravate c 
by the anxiety of giving offence. I ſhall thereto 
haſten over this, and the other ſcenes of that evening 
which were but the common occurrences of multi 
greatneſs, and ended in a deep debauch, as foon { 
all but the cho/ex feav had retired, to come to the coll: 
. cluſion of my /ate maſter's itory, in which my rj 6 
bore a conſiderable part, t 
As ſoon as the general had flept off the fumes Mi: 
His wine, and awoke next morning, my maſter's 108, 
of influence arrived, winch he never failed ad: | 
Prove, Aﬀte; a prelude of coughing and ſpitng: 


fi 
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ſens opened thus: Who's there? William !”— 
« Sir,” —** William was not 7 wery drunk laft night F 
my head aches moſt confounded! Y—© Your excellen- 
« cy was a little cut, but you broke up much. the 
« ſtrongeſt of the company.” —** dye, [ wonder at 
* zbat, 1 ſpend myſelf with talking, when T begin to go, 
© and that helps a man on damnably : that ftory of the battle 
« where 1 whs taken priſoner, is a bottle in my way al- 
' avays.—** That foreign gentieman who never 
« ſpeaks a word, has a great advantage then—** Aye, 
ſo he has, but he is a damned honeſt fellow, and a 
* very good companion ; he always fills a bumper and never ' 
« ſpeaks a word. But my head. «© Perhaps your 
* excellency had better take ſomething.”—** No, [7 
** have taren too much already ; though that's right; give 
*« mea glaſs of the old genecva; I am to go to council to- 
4 aay, and mn} Jetile my head — Jye, that will do, T ail 
* much better now; there is nothing like the bair of 
* the o!d dog.” ; | | 

This converſation continued till he was ſeated to 
breakfaſt, when my maſter turned to a new topic. 
*I was very ſorry (ſaid he) that your excellency hap- 
** pened to ſet in laſt night, as Mrs. Motherly was to: 
"* CUP —<* Phy that's true, William, I did not think 
"ef ene engagement when I made the other ; and, when 
* ſe calied me out, I wwas not in cue; I was too far gone. 
"We old fellyxvs are al antes ws ; the ſpirit is often ewwil- 
* ling, hes the fleſh is aueat; ha, ha, ha !''—** Your 
" excelizncy is pleaſed to be merry, but, to my think- 
*ing, th2 youngeſt fellow of the age has not more 
* vigour?” —*© Ze, William, do you think fo indeed? 
" Bret why do you think ſo, William ?**—** Becauſe your 
© excellency always chuſes ſuch green things : now L 
*faould think a ripe woman would be better; I am 
*lure ſhe would give leſs trouble.” —** Ha, ha, ha, 

Why, that's your od, - but youth is mine ; ond wht T—= 
© 9aVe powers ſand © do not think mine quite gene yet} 41 
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«© quill pleaſe my 1afte. But what had Mrs. Motherly lf 
*© zight ?'—** A ver fine girl as your excellency could 
« wiſh to ſee.” ** How old ?—** About ſixteen,” 
«c Pha, mellow fears ; » TI loath ſuch traſh.**—*<*< But Mrs, 
*© Motherly ſaid ſhe could ſwear ſhe was untouched, 
«« She came from the country but yeſterday, a rela. 
«* tion of her own : the poor thing knew nothing of 
«© the matter, and thought ſhe came to be hired for 
«© Jaundry-maid.” ** Why that is Something, but 1 
« eviſh ſhe were younger.” —lIt your excellency but pleaſe 
*© to wait a little, 1 have one in my eye that will ſuit 
«« your taſte exatly ; a ſweeter child 1s not in all Fry. W 
« land.””—** Aye, good William, (ſpitting once or Mi 
«« twice, and wriggling in his chair) Aye, that is Jome- Ml 
*< thing, but how old ?—** Juſt ten, and finely grown” M: 
——** Right, the right age. That's true! ['ll ſpeak thi 
* very day for that place for your brother. *©* Tell hin uM 
* come to-morrow : {1 qwill not be refuſed.” —* We are M* 
* both obliged-to your excellency for your favours.” W* 
—** But when ſhall I jee this girl ? Give Motherly jon: M* 
*© excuſe with her ripe fruit. Sixteen! ſixty ! pſha!'—WM* 
« Sir, I ſhall go about it this very evening. A letter 
«« from captain Standard ; will your excellency pleaſe to 
« read it ?*'——** Damn him and his letter : throw it into 
« the fire! What would the unreaſonable ſcoundrel have? M*© 
«© Did 1 not give him his dinner yeflterday ? Has he ut © 
« Been introduced to good company at my table ? If he had 
&« any induſtry or ſpirit, with theſe advantages, be would 
«© have learned to play, and made his fortune as others a0. 
« Since he grows troubleſome on encouragement, I'll flaru 
* him into better manners. Bid the porter ſtrike him of i" * 
* dinner lift.” —* ] beg your excellency's pardon, io! 
« mentioning him; but the manner I have heard 
« you talk to him made | mis imagine you . &al 
*« Iy did deſign to provide for him : and. hee jo | 
** there is a vacancy in the regiment juſt now,” 
& Damn his impudence ! a wacancy indeed! 1 foal new 
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think there is a good one till he makes it at Tyburn.” — 
« | beg'your excellency's pardon : 1 ſhall never men- 
«tion him more. ' Would you have me go about the 
«h;ld this evening ? it 1s a little angel to be ſure.”? 
+ This moment if you think you can ſucceed.” —** I ſhall 
« try at any rate: but there is one obſtacle.” — 
« What is that ? you know I never grudge money on theſe 
* occaſions. How much will do 2**—** "That 1s not the 
« difficulty here ; money will not do, and I hardly 
« know what will.”--** Money not do ? What the devil can 
« it be that money will not do ?**--<* I ſcarce, know how to 
© mention it to your excellency, but the little cherub is 


« niece to captain Standard, his ſiſter's daughter, and, 
«© while he 1s 1n the way, there will be no poſſibility 


« of getting at her,” —** Is that all * then he ſhall join 
© the regiment to-morrow.” —*©* But then he will leave 
« ſuch an impreſſioh of your unkindneſs upon his fif- 
« ter, 1f there 15 nothing done for him, after waiting 
« ſo long, that it will be impoſſible for any perſon 
«* belonging to you to gain acceſs.''—** What would 
* you have me do ? 1 never will bear to have the fellow 
get a company in my regiment : that would be acknows- 
* ledging the obligations he-has the impudence to ſay I re- 
* ceived from his father ; TI never will bear it.” '—*<* I beg 
« your excellency's pardon ; I did not preſume to point 
* out any ſuch thing, and indeed the poflciſion of 
* ſuch a baby (though my, eyes never beheld her fel- 
* low) is not worth your giving yourſelf ſo much trou- 
* ble about ; ſhe is quite too young, though ſo well 
* grown.” —** You fay fe is but ten! and fark a beau- 
* ty << I wiſh your excellency could but ſee her, for T 
am unadle to deſcribe her.” — But cannot ſome way be 
7nd cut, befides fixing this fellow under my noſe f = 
What was juft what I was going to take the liberty 
i of. hinting to your excellency. There are ſeveral 
- gentlemen of fortune in the troops juſt ordered to 
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«« I think, with ſubmiſſion, that you would oblige 
«« ſome of them with an exchange into your regiment, 
« and let captain Standard go in his place. And this 
«* will oblige him too; for I*have often heard hin 
* wiſh to go there, in hopes of riſing, when they 
*« come into attion.””—** 4 good thought, and ſo I will 
© Let the fellow go to America and get ſcalped ; hit ju 
*© head wants to be cooled: ſuch poor wretches as he an 
« ;uft fit to be tranſported there. ' Tell him to prepare di: 
«© redtly ! I long to be rid of him. But when ſhall I ſu 
<< the dear little creature ?**—lIn twenty-four hours after 
«© he is gone, I'll undertake to have her eating ſugar. 
<< plums, and ſobbing in your boſom. It cannot 
« poſſibly be ſooner, for you know the captain's 
«« ſpirit, and that he would cut the throat of a prince 
«<< who would diſhonour his family, as he calls it,” 
« Aye, damn his ſpirit, that is true; that is what hu 
«© kept me civil to the fellow ſo long : I know he has all the 
*© romantic madneſs about honour and ſuch ſtuff, that mad: 
*© his fool of a father live and die a beggar.” 

By this time his excellency way dreſſed to go to coun- 
cil, for which another dram ſettled his head, 

1 /ee your ſurpriſe, -at the brutal behaviour of the 
maſter and the infamous defigns of -the man. The 
former is beyond aggravation ; but the latter were on- 
ly an honeſt artifice in favour of his friend, who had 
no ſuch niece in the world, 
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The hiſtory of Mr. WiLLtam. Some odd circumſtances int 
his condu#t accounted for. By @ progreſſion equally polite 
and frugal. CHRYSAL comes from his poſſe//ion into that 

of a celebrated female. 


11/6 LLIAM was a ſon of the regiment, born 
of one of the general wives that followed it. 
He was about the ſame age with S:azdard, who 
had taken ſuch a liking to him, when they were boys, 
that he ſhared his allowance with him, gave him his 
old cloaths, and taught him what he learned at ſchoo]. 
A natural acuteneſs of genius improved theſe adyan- 
tages ſo well, that Y/illiam could read and write e- 
nough for a gentleman ; dance, fence, and fcrape on 
the violin, before his friend's power of ſerving him 
was put an end to, by. the death of his father; and his 
ſpirit and appetites were too great to accept of his 
offer, of the beſt ſupport an enſign could ſpare him, 
to maintain him as a cage, till his merit ſhould get 
him a commiſſion. But, though he would not accept 
be did-not forget the offer, nor make his obligations 
a cauſe of hatred, now thatit was in his power to make 
ſome return ; a way of thinking that proved the mean- 
eſs of his birth ; for quitting the barren paths of 
military honour, he had turned kis genius to the 
more thriving profeſiion of a footman ; through the 
various aſceats of which he had riſen to his preſent 
rank of his excellezcy's gentleman ; in which he had 
the unſaſhionable gratitude to return. the favours of 
bis former benefaQor in the above manner, which his 
exner;ence and knowledge of his maſter's temper con- 
iinc2d kim to be the only one he could hope to ſuc- 
| E-2---:: 
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ceed in. As to his promiſe about the child, he wy 
in no pain about that, there being no perſon who 
could contradict whatever excuſe he ſhould Pleaſe ty 

ive. 

: T here 1s one circumſtance, which I ſee puzzles 
you 1n the character of this man, and that is his 
taking me from his friend, when he muſt be ſenſible 
how badly he could ſpare ſuch a ſum. But yu 
muſt conſider the power of nature when ſtrengthened 
by habit. 

From his mother, 773/liam had inherited venality, 
which the bribery of vails, in his preſent profeſſion, 
had confirmed beyond all poſſibility of correQion; 
ſo that it was no more in his power to refuſea gui- 
nea when offered to him, than to change his ſtature 
or complexion, And attention to this obſervatiog 
would take off the wonder, and eaſe the world from 
ihe trouble of the exclamations that are daily 
made, againſt the rapacity of perſons in office, for, 
as ſuch are generally taken from the claſs of W/:llian, 
1t cannot be expected but they muſt act from the fame 
natural principles with him. 

_T fee the depravity of human nature, when ſtripped 
of diſguiſe and ornament, affets your unexperienced 
heart too ſtrongly. But conſider, that we ſee things 
as they really are, and to repreſent them otherwiſe to 
you would invert the deſign of my miſſion, and con- 
_ firm, rather than remove.the prejudices that lead ar 
ſtray the mind of man. 

However this conſolation I can give you, that the 
vices | have already drawn, and may hereafter dray 
to your view, are not particular to this age or coul:- 
try : they are the weeds which, in every age and 
clime, have always, and always will, overturn ti 
human heart, 

Nor is it juſt to call them vices (though in Nw 


ance With the Janguage of men-I do call them ) 
JJ 


xerſal ſyſtem ; and though in a particular inſtance, 
ind viewed by themſelves, they may appear deformed, 
jet, when thrown into the general repreſentation of 
things, they may have. their beauty and uſe, if only 
to diverſify the ſcene : and, with reſpe& to men in par- 
ticular, be as + advantageous to the community as 
they are prejudicial to individuals. 


pineſs, of which he availed himſelf ſo well in the po- 
ite world, that he was the favourite of all the compl:- 
at fair, who ſhared with him the pleaſures hey only 
ſufered from his ſuperiors for hire. 


when he went to an affignation with the moſt cele- 
brated courteſan of the age ; who, ſacrificing avarice 
to pleaſure, "gave orders to be cenied to every body, 
and ſhut herſelf up with him, to give a looſe to joy 
for the evening. 


ſhall therefore only ſay, that their fatigue and waſte 
if ſpirits were recruited with the higheſt delicacies 
and richeſt wines, and the pauſes of joy enlivened, 
ith the recital of the adventures of their profeſſions, 


hoſe folly was heir fortune. 

Before ſatiety could pull their pleaſures, time 
ſummoned them to buſineſs. The fair 'to prepare 
or the reception of her friezd; and my maſter to 


rr CET 


_ _ 


* From hence it ſhould ſeem, that the hint of a late trea- 
ie, on the origin of evil, was borrowed, or el/e ditated 


j te ſame ſpirit. 
f Fable of the bees. 


Is 


But to return to my maſter YYi/liam. Beſide the 
xdyantages of education, he had ſuch from nature, 
that he was not only the moſt accompliſhed gentleman, 
but alſo the handſomeſt fellow of his time ; an hap-. 


Of this I ſaw ſufficient proof that very evening, | 


This was a ſcene too ſenſual for a ſpirit to deſcribe : 


tightened with the moſt poignant ridicule of thoſe - 
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wait on his: when, to conclude the evening with 
proper gallantry, he preſented me to the maid at the 
door. 

I was a good deal ſurpriſed, at being received with 
leſs emotion by this portreſs of Yenus than I had ever 
found before; the ſight of me having always raiſed 
Joy. But this was ſoon explained, when, on return- 
ing to her miſtreſs, ſhe threw me on the table, and 
received a ſhilling in exchange. An inſtance of that 
methodical ceconomy, which, by many ſmall ſavings, 
makes up for one large expence, and extras Profit 
even from pleaſure. 

The jqy of the miſtreſs ſeemed to make amends 
to my vainity for the indifference of her maid, and 
promiſed me the full poſſeſſion of her heart ; but I 
ſoon tound myſelf miſtaken, and that her love for me 
was only while I was the property of another ; for no 
ſooner did I become her own, than ſhe threw me care- 
Jeſsly into her purſe, and turned her thoughts imme- 
diately to the acquiſition of more. But, though [ 
Joſt the greateſt part of my power over her, by 
coming into her poſſeſſion, 1 ſtill found ample room 
$n her heart for my abode, 

" 'The apartments were ſcarce got in order, and my 
miſtreſs nzw dreffed, when her friend appeared, to 
whom he flew with all the appearance of rapture, 
But,” however he might be deceived, the difference 
was plain to me, between the joyleſs careſſes ſhe ſold 
to him, and the extaſy ſhe ſhared with my late maſter, 

the glow of whoſe kiffes'yet reeked upon her lips. 
Nor was this ſtrange ; the ardour of her lover met het 
half-way, and communicated as much fire as it 1t- 
ceived ; but with her keeper the caſe was*quite other- 
wiſe : all the advances were to come from - her; al 
her careſſes were a duty; nor were the tendereſ 
| he could beſtow, able to warm him to the leaſt 15 
turn, 
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You wonder that a perſon in ſuch circumItances 
ſhould be at the expence and trouble of 4eeping a 
miſtreſs, whoſe extravagance was to be equalled only 
by her infolence. But this is-only a ſmall inſtance 
of the tyranny of faſhion: and how will your a- 
ſtoniſhment be increaſed, when I tell you, that this 
very man, in the prime of life, was remarkable for 
the coolneſs? of his conſtitution, and now in its de- 
cine was married to a beautiful young lady, whoſe 
| reſentment at his conjugal negle& roſe ſo high, as 
to charge it to inability. 

Whether this was really the caſe, and that he 4zpt 
my miſtreſs to hide it, as a failing tradeſman ſets up 
a coach, or whether the paſſion remained, but fo 
feebly ſupported, as to require the laſcivious blandiſh- 
men 3 of a proſtitute, I cannot determine, as I was 
never in his poſſeſſion, to take a view of his heart. 


IEEEIEESERIES ER. 
| CHAP. 1.. 


The manner in wvhich CyurYsal's new miſtreſs received 
and took care of her friend. How ſhe employed herſelf 
while he was aſleep. Her management of him next 
morning. 


TT was about two in the morning when my miſtreſs 
received him drunk and Rupified with play, at 
which he had loſt deeply that night. On his coming 
into her room, he threw himſelf into a chair, with- 
out ſaying a word, or ſhewing the leaſt ſenſibility 
of her carefſes ; where after ſome time he fell fait a- 
fleep, which my miſtreſs no ſooner perceived, thn 
calling her maid to undreſs and roll him into bed ; 
** Here, Fane (ſaid ſhe) take my place by this heap 


* of mortality. I'll ſtep to—itreet; perhaps the 
I 4 
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«*« company may not be all gone. Never fear; py 
* inſure you from a rape! He wants nothing in ,, 
** bed-fellow but to keep him warm, and you may. 
«*« do that, while I paſs my night better than in nurf. 
«*« ing his infirmities : I'll be home before he ſtirs,” 

Fane obeyed her miſtreſs, who ſlipped into a chair, 
and went away direQly to an houſe, where ſhe uſed 
to pidule away her leiſure hours with any Chance 
cuſtomers rather than be idle. 

About five ended this ſcene, in the rites of which 
my miſtreſs bore a diſtinguiſhed part. I ſhall not at- 
tempt to deſcribe theſe myſteries: they were tov 
groſs for my relation, as well as your conception, in 
your preſent mortified habit. She then returned 
_ Home, and laying her pure. body in her maid's place, 
beſide her friend, who had not ſtirred yet, her fatigues 
| ſoon threw her into a ſleep, as ſound as his. 

It was noon before theſe fond lovers awoke: the 
firſt was my miſtreſs, who, enraged that any thing MI 
which bore the name of a man, ſhould ſhew ſo little 
ſenſibility of her charms, reſolved to teaze him with 
endearments, which, as he was ſeldom in a humour WE 
to return in kind, he never failed to pay for in a 
more ſubſtantial manner, 

When ſhe had awoke him with her toying, the {jr 
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thus began her ſong : © How can my deareſt ileey 
** ſo long, when his little girl lies languiſhing by his 
'« fide! O turn, and let me lay my head on that dear 
«© boſom—** Ha! what is it o'clock? (replied the if 
«« lover, yawning and rubbing his eyes)—** Alas 1 
« know not! I have, told ſo many tedious hours, that 
«< T have forgot them : but what is time to us, wio 
« qply live to love??—* Paſt 12! 1 muſt be gone. 
*4 ſome buſineſs.” —Buſineſs ; leave that for duller ſouls, WW 
«© who have no taſte for pleaſure : can you leave lore 
* and me for buſineſs ?—*© 7 am ſorry T happentd i 


** averſleep myſelf, my dear ; T1 believe 1 was bewitched 1 


4 


ApvenTuaes or a GUINEA. aan 
| drink ſo much ; but we'll make it up another time.” * 4 
« you ſay always ; but that other time will never come: 
(but I. will not be ſerved ſo; I am fleſh and blood, 
© whatever other people may be; and you yourſelf know, 
(it is not for want of f7-zends] keep myſelf up, thus, like 
©anun, for you ; and all, I do not know for what !” 
« I; the girl mad? Do not I give you every thing you 
«want, every thing you defire #*'—©* No, nor any 
« thing I deſtre! I defire now—So you will get up 
and leave me : I will not be uſed thus: you have 
© cot ſome other woman : but I here give you fair 
' warning, that I will be even with you ! Siri\George 
' was here yeſterdav ; and fo was the young lord — 
hut I would not ſee either of them : and | am wel} 
' requited now : but I know where to ſend to them. 
1 will not be made a fool of every way, for nothing ; 
*and ſo you may f{rep where you pleaſe, I care not.” 
* Come, my dear, let us not fall out for nothing ; 
' you have not ſhewn me the diamond etr-rings you got lafjt 
reeb,” —<© No, my dear, they are not come home.” 
** I thought you told me they were finiſhed when 1 gave 
* you the money to pay for them.”' —*©* They were ſo ; but, 
' when he brought them home, I did not like them. 
'The jeweller told me, they were not fo fine as 
thoſe he made for your lady ſome time ago; fo I 
' ſent them back, and ordered him to make me a 
pair that ſhould be as good as hers at Jleafſt.”— 
' Not good enough, child ! were they not to coft 1501 2— 
"And what is 150/?—Sir Rzchard gave his girl a 
*pair thar coſt goo; but if you think theſe are too. 
* cear, you are not obliged to pay for them : there 
18 another who will be glad to do it.”—* 4xd 
" proy what are theſe fine ones to coft 9? —©* Why —only 
*but kiſs me firſt—only 2o00/. But then I have be- 


1 & Zounds, a dia- 


ipoke a necklace with them”? 
7nd necklace 1?! ——-<** And what mighty matter is a 
" Samond neckiacc ? Pray has not your wife one? _ 


= 


12 CHRYSAL: Os, Taz 

<« But I ſee how it is; you think any thing pood e.iſ 
* nough for me ; and nothing good enough for her 
bY. every one does not think ſo: I am not at off 


<< lofs.” —* Well, you ſaucy little minx ! and what & 
<* they all come to 9” —*©* Another kiſs, and Ut] tell you: 
* why—don't frown; or I wont tell you at all; 
* —only gool.” —<© 500 devil's; that's more than 
<< evife's coſt by 100.%—** And do not you love me 100 
< times better than your wife ? I have given up thou- 
« ſands for you. But, as I faid before, you need not 
<* pay for them, if you do not chuſe it : there ar: 
*< bthers who will: Iſee I am lighted ; and I de 
«« ſerve it, for ſlighting ſo many good offers : but 
«« will not always be a fool !''\—_* Yell, my dear, fo 
** this one time I will humour you: give me.the pen ant 
<* zak + but you muff not expe that I ſhall ever gratif 
<« your extravagance ſo far apain:'—** | thank you, 
<© my lord: I ſhall not trouble you again this great, 
* while. But what 1s this? 350/7. / you have made 
*a miſtake, my lord; I told you gool.”—** Well, 
*© child, did I not give you 1501. to pay for the other pair? i, 
—** Yes, my lord; but that was not to” pay for thi; 
 < pair though, you know theſe are dearer,”—** By 
* that and this will.” I am afraid not.%'—* Hs 
« fo, child; do not 150 and 350 make $00 ?'?—** Indeed 
*« Lama poor accountant ; but I know it will not do. Wl, 
—** No! why fo; I do not underfiand you :—V11 kil 
« you firſt, and then P11 tell you.” —** Pha ceaſe fed 
* ing; Tamin haſte; I muſt go to court ; and have ſcare 
< time to dreſs : where is the 1501. 2” —** There (kit 
« fing him)”—** Where ?—*< Gone, as that kiſs 15; 
<< all gone, and only the reliſh left behind, to gi 
<< an appetite for more.” —** Ixfernal jade !”* (afide 
| —* What do you ſay, my lord ?”'—T hat I canm 
&© will not bear ſuch extravagance,” —© I am glad 
«© know your mind, my lord : then, if you' do. n0t 
«© ſomebody elſe will, who will not make fuch al 
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«about trifles.* *—** Fell, give me that bill: gn No, 

«thank you my dear.” —*<* Why fo?” —*<© For fear 
you ſhould be a bold boy, and not return it. If 
(you pleaſe to give me the other 150/, ll get the 
« necklace and non, +4, if not, this will ſerve fur 
ſome other uſe.” —*©* Damnation ! and then 1 muſt give 
« 3 to her all over again. ? (aſide) —** Well, my lord ; 

« you ſaid you were in haſte, and fo am I.”—Give me 
be pen and ink : there it is, you little termagent : but one 
more let me caution you againſt ſuch extravagance for the fu- 
te.” —©* And once more, let me tell you, my lord, 
« not to give yourſelf ſuch airs: extravagance ! they 
« that will have delicacies, muſt pay for them: and, 

«if you think the price too dear, there are more 
« cuſtomers in the market ; and f ſo, my lord, like it, 
«or like it not, I will be fapportet , and more than 
« that, what I want in pleaſure, ſhall be made up 
«in profit: let wives fave, who may be better ſor 
« the ſavings, our buſineſs 1s to make hay while the 


« fun ſhines.” —** Come, my dear, let us have no diſputes < 


* 30% have the money now, next time we will clear cf the 


« other ſcore : give me a kiſs, I'll call in the evining, and 


« take a diſh of tea wwith you 5 farewell.” —* Good mor- 
« row—( after he is gene) for an old impotent, poor- 
« ſpirited letcher, that muſt be treated like a dog to 


* make you know your duty. What fool would ever _ 


*beat the trouble of behaving well to any fellow, 
* when ſhe can, ſo much better, mould him to her 
* pieafure by ill uſage ?” 


”— 
RT” Oar Wee 
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T he hiſtory and charafer of CarYsal's miſtreſs. $ifh: 
gives him to a noted matron. Some account of his nyo 
miſtreſs, and her manner of managing her family, 


HIS principle ſhe ated up to, for two days that 

I was in her poileſſion, without any other vari. 

ation in her conduct, than juſt what was neceſſary t9 
work on the various tempers of her lovers, making err 
no real difference between them, except it was, that Wt 
ſhe always uſed thoſe worſt who uſed her beſt. 2 

I have often told you, that ſenſuality is diſagree.|iit 
able to a ſpiritual being. I therefore longed to quitſiſr 
this miſtreſs, the ſucceifion of -whoſe amours was ſoc 
conſtant and quick, that I was aftoniſhed how natureſto 
conld afford a fund of love for them all, in fo young Wn 
a creature, for ſhe was not 20 years old. —l ſee you Wc 
have a curioſity to know the hiſtory ofdthis young: 
votary of Yenus, in which you think there muſt be 
ſomething extraordinary : but you are deceived ; it 
contains nothing but common occurrences, 

She was the daughter of trade's people, in mode- 
rate circumſtances, whoſe fooliſh fondneſs, becauſe 
ſhe was a pretty ſmart child, gave her an education 
above her rank, in hopes of her maLIng her fortune 
by marriage. 

This raiſed the vanity, natural to the female heart, 
ſo high, that ſhe deſpiſed her own ſtation ; and not 
being ſo fortunate as immediately to climb to the 
one ſhe deſired, by the way propoſed, ſhe fell an ealy 
vittim to the firſt ſeducer who promiſed it, in any 
Other, 

Thus the accompliſhments, by which the injud:- 
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ous tenderneſs ofpher parents meant to raiſe her- 
-1to a rank higher than their own, became the cauſe 
f her falling into that of the loweſt of all human 
beings; a fall, though deplorable in itſelf, yet un- 
ifectivg to her, as the time in which her mind ſhould 
have been formed to virtue, was given up to the 
nouriſhing that vanity which proved her ruin; fo 
hat ſhe is abſolutely inſenſible of the wretchedneſs 
}f her condition, and never has the purſuit of her 
oft infſmous profeſſion been diſturbed by a moment's 
remorſe, ; | 

I told you of her ſpending the hours that were un- 
mployed at home, at an [houſe 1n — ſtreet, 
there ſhe was always ſure of buſineſs. Though this 
enerable manſion was Gedicated to the myſterious 
ites of unreſtrained love, yet, as the 'prieſts of all 
emples expect to live by the offerings made at them, 
er conſcience would not permit the prieiteſs of this 
0 break through an ordinance fo long eſtabliſhed, 
ind ſhe exacted fees from the votarics of her's: not 
ndecd a tythe, indiſcriminately from all, whether 
hey received benefit from their devotion, or not ; 
ut always in proportion to the fruits they reaped. 

At this ſhrine was I ofered, the third night of 
ny being in the poſſcſhon of this young devotee, 
hen the plenteouſneſs of her gain, from a multi- 
ule of lovers, ſeemed to her piety to merit ſo rich a 
turn, ! 


I now entered into a much more extenſive ſcene 
an my laſt, the proſtitution of which made but a 
mall part of the buſineſs of the profeiion. But 
Mat I have related in the hiſtory of my late\miſtreſs;” 
all ſuffice for that branch, nor ſhall I give more 
dan ſome outlines of the horrors of the reſt.  _ 
My new miſtreſs had originally been oF. ſiſter- 
00d of my laſt, who having fallen a prey to luſt, 
Knol in her infancy, and having no beauty, nor any 
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thing but extreme youth to recommend her, as fog 
as that was worn out, negle&t obliged her to appl 
to other buſineſs for bread, and her natural turn 
termining her to this, as well as the outragious yir 
tue of the undi/covered part of her own ſex, excluding 
her from every other, ſhe changed her occupatigj 
from yielding, to providing pleaſure, in which her ſu 
ceſs was ſo great, that ſhe ſoon became the moſt emi 
nent of her protefiion, - 

It was near five in the morning when 1 changed n 
ſervice ; and, buſineſs being ended, my late miſtrel 
having reigned /ole miſtreſs of the night, and ſee 
out all the company, there remained nothing tt 
do, after ſhe went home, but to ſee the inmates tt 
their tuckle-beds in the cock-lofts, where, ftrippin 
off every part, not only of the finery, but even « 
the comforts of dreſs, they were crowded three « 
four together, to keep each other warm, under 
ragged coverlet under a bare mattreſs, where the 
ſhudderings and groans, made a juſt contraſt to th 
ſpirited wickedneſs of their converſation ſome hour 
. before. 

This was always the fate of thoſe who were ne 
ſo ſucceſsful in the evening as to earn the price of 
better bed, above the tees of the houſe, and hire 
cloaths. 

Theſe happy few were treated with fondne{ 
while they ſquandered their*poor peculium in a drop 
cordial to ſettle their heads, and were lodged | 
apartments ſuited to their purſes ; though the nigl 
before, perhaps, they had experienced the ſame fa 
with their fiſters above ſtairs, and knew they mul 
expett it again the next, if unſucceſsful in thet 
buſineſs. 

When matters were thus ſettled, this happy fani 
ly diſpoſed themſelves to take the beſt repoſe whit 
| diſcaſe i in mind and body would permit, 


ay 
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An aRtive ſpirit diſdains reſt, Though debauchery 
ad anticipated old age, in the conſtitution of my 
ſtreſs, yet her application to buſineſs made her re- 
uſe nature even neceſlary indulgence. She was 
eady to go out before ten that morning, when the 
nodeſt decency of her dreſs and appearance were ſuch 
5 drew the general good opinion, and would almoſt 
ieceive the david himſelf, on whoſe moſt f:yorite ſer-_ 
ice ſhe was going, 
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CHAP. V. 


ERYSAL's miſtreſs pays a wiſit to the laſt place ſhe could 
have been ſuſpected for going to. She meets & young lady 
with whom, by an artifice, /e goes home. Her ſchemes 
to enſnare the lady, * 


Fa judgment were tc be formed for the whole 
day, from the manner of beginning it, my miſ- 
reſs ſhould have ſpent hers moſt happily ; her firſt 
it being to church, where the piety of her beha- 
our was an edification to the devout matrons, who, 
having nothing to do at home, meet there regularly, 
0 compare their aches and dreams of the night be. 
tore, and enjoy the innocent” amuſement of a little 
poſſiping over the afairs of their neighDours, 

But her devotion waſted not itſelf fo fruitleſly : her 
Induſtry had formed expeQations | of drawing con-. 
liderable advantage from it, and fo anticipating fu- 
turity, and making ſure of the reward hers, which 
others waited for in another world. —The immediate 
motive of her devotion, this morning, was to fee a 
young lady with whom ſhe had commenced an ac- 
quaintance at this church, and who conſtantly attend- 
& Givine feryice there, You are ſurpriſed how ihe 
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could think of going to ſuch a place, on a place, gg 
ſuch an errand ; but the wolf roams about for pj 
erery where, and is often moſt ſucceſsful, where hig 
attempts are leatt ſuſpeted : though I muſt rob he 
induſtry of the merit of deſign in the firſt introduc. 
tion to this affair. - 

Going through St, Martin's Lane one morning, 4 
bout a month before, ſhe was fo {truck with the ay. 
' pearance of a lovely young creature, in widow's weeds, 

who was going into the church, that ſhe followed her; 
where the fervency with which ſhe poured out her 
foul in devotion, gave ſuch a luſtre to her beauty, and 
made it ſhine lovely through her grief, that my miſ. 
treſs immediately marked her for the /?, not doubt- 
ing but ſhe ſhould be able to turn her diſtreſs to ſuc 
advantage, as ſhould bring her into her meaſures, 
| dnd' make her beauty yield her a rich return for her 
| pains, from ſome of her cuſtomers. If you conſide 
the nature of womankind, you will not wonder at this 
inſtance of the profligacy of my miſtreſs. They are 
ever in extremes ; either the beſt or worſt-of human 
creatures, —From church ſhe dogged her to her lodg- 
ing, ina little court, where ſhe lived with a poor, but 
honeſt family, in ſuch privacy, that no one in the 
neighbourhood could give any account of her. 

Real virtue ſhines with a luſtre that dazzles the 
moſt confirmed vice, and keeps it at an awful diſtance, 
My miſtreſs, hardened as ſhe was, in all the ways 
fin and impudence, dared not to go direQly to her 
without ſome buſineſs, or introduction : but, as ſneWn 
had not either, her ready genius prompted her to win 
her good opinion, under an appearance of religion, 

V 
| 


and then an acquaintance would come eaſily. 
She was not deceived in her expeRations: a few 


mornings conſtant attendance at church, and the 
examplary warmth of her devotions, ſtruck the ey*, 


and opened the heart of unexperienced innocence, 0 
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te acquaintance ſhe wiſhed for, which ſhe did not 
i to improve, by the ſame Gans to ſome degree of 
ntimacy» 

' In this ſituation they. were, wie ſhe went, but 
rithout any appearance of deſign, to meet her this 
norning at church,” as uſual. As they came out to- 
gether, my miſtreſs, turning with her fair fiend, ſaid 
ſhe had ſome buſineſs into Long Acre, and aſked her, if 
ſhe went that way ; to which the young lady inno- 
cently anſwered that ſhe did, and ſhould be glad to 
walk with her, 

As they walked together, my miſtreſs turned her 
converſation on the wicked ways of the town, and 
particularly the many baſe deſigns that were laid to 
mſn2re unwary innocents, adding, that all the plea- 
fure which ſenſuality could give the moſt luxurious 
heart, muſt fall infinitely ſhort of what ſhe felt at 
that very moment, 1n the deſign ſhe was then going 
won, of relieving the diftrefſes of a worthy family, 

She had timed her diſcourſe ſo as to ſay theſe 
words, juſt as ſhe came to the entrance of the court, 
in which ſhe knew the widow lived, when, feigning 
to flip, ſhe fell all along, crying out, as in the ut- 
moſt agony, that ſhe had wrenched her ancle. 

The lady, raiſing her with the greateſt tenderneſs, : 
expreſſed her concern for the unhappy accident, and 

&fired ſhe would ſubmit to be helped into hey lodg- 
ngs, which fortunately were at the next door, where, 
though ſhe could be but poorly accommodated, ſhe 
night be more at her eaſe than in a more ſumptuous 
place, and ſhould have all the care in her power. ' 
This was juſt what my miſtreſs had ſchemed for, 
who, courteouſly accepting of the offer, made a ſhift 
tolimp in, without'any other aſſiſtance than hers. 

It raiſed my indignation to ſee the tenderneſs, with 
wich the beautiſul young creature pulled off her 


ne and ſtocking, and chafed her ancle, thrown 
Vou, I. K 
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immediate accident. 


6 1nd I received this accident as a caution from 
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away upon ſo unworthy an objeR, as it-did my ah, 
horrence to hear the counterfeit ſhrieks and groang of 
my miſtreſs, and the aflurance with which ſhe attri- 
buted the ſwellings, cauſed by debauchery, to this 


This affrighted the young lady ſo, that ſhe in 
manner forced her to ſend for a ſurgeon, which, 
with much intreaty, ſhe yielded to do, but it muſt he 
for a friend of her own, a gentleman who lived a con. 
fiderable way off, at the polite end of the town, f 
ſhe could not think of letting any common low-liny 
fellow come near her. 

Upon this a porter was direQly diſpatched for her 
own ſurgeon, and in the mean time, as ſhe began tg 
grow eaſier, ſhe recovered her ſpirits, and renee 
the converſation, that had been broken of by this ac- 
cident. En 

«« I was telling you, my dear friend (ſaid ſhe) fo 
«© ſoI ſhall ever call you from this moment, you 
«© kindneſs having compleated the conqueſt which 
*© your beauty had before made of my heart, I wat 
5 telling you, that I was going to viſit a family thi 
* morning, where I promiſed myſelf the higheſt jo 
<© that a human heart is capable of feeling, in lighten 
« ing the diſtreſs of the virtuous, by ſharing with then 
«© ſome of that wealth which Heaven has abundant! 
<< bleſſed me with, and which can juſtly be applied 
* no other uſe, than making this grateful return 
«© that goodneſs which beſtowed it. 

«*«« But my heart was too elate with the thouglt 


«© Heaven not to flatter myſelf with any thing 
«* ſtrongly for the future. But, tho? I could not nail 
* this pleaſure myſelf, the benefit ſhall not be de 
TY iayed to them. I will make you my almoner ; al of 
*« fice that I know will ſuit the goodneſs of yo 
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© heart. Y ou ſhall give this packet, which will put. 


« an end to all their diſtrefſes,”” 


« Oh madam! your good opinion is the greateſt 
« honour to me (replied the lady) and I hope I ſhall 
« never forfeit it, eſpecially in this commiſſion, 
« which I ſhall undertake with the moſt ſincere joy ; 
« but pray, dear madam, who are the perſons to 
« whom 1 fnuſt diſpenſe your goodneſs ?” 

*« That's true, my dear (returned my miſtreſs) I 
&« ſhould give you ſome account of them, that you 
© may be the better able to judge of the joy I feel in 


« ſerving them. It is the widow of an officer, who 


« has been killed in this war, and leff her with 
*« three poor babes, deſtitute of every ſupport, but 
* the allowance of the government, which, wretch- 


«ed as it 1s, and only aggravating miſery by barely 


« prolonging life under it, is often graſped for by 


* the hungry mouth in vain, where intereſt is want- | 


* ing to procure the immediate relief of it, as was 
* her unhappy caſe; ſo that they muſt have aQually 
* periſhed for want of food had not providence 


* brought them into my knowledge, ſeemingly by 


* the greateſt accident, about ſix months ago, ſince | 


«* when, I have myſelf afforded them the neceflary 
« comforts of life, and have alſo made ſuch intereſt 
*« for them with ſome of my friends, that I have here 
« got them a grant of a penſion, on the [rip eftablih- 
« ment, ſufficient to bring up the chyldren, and 
© make the remainder of the mother's days happy ; 
* for, my dear, I. never do any thing by halves— 
« Good God, child! what is the matter with you ? 
* what do you weep ſo for ?”? 

. © Nething, dear madam (replied the lady) zothzng ; 
* T only ſympathize in the diftireſs of the poor widow.”"* 
—*© But my dear, that diſtreſs is now at an end.”— 
 O madam, let me carry her the bleſſing, let me not dt- 
* lay her bappinef a moment ! who knows but her heart 
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 ** zs this minute burſting with the dreadful afprebenſunt of 
© ewant for herſelf and her dear infant *—*©* With all 
<* my heart, madam ; but you will pleaſe to order a 
** chair to be called to carry me home, when you oo; 
«* for I cannot ſtay here alone.” —** Dear madam, fur. 
*6 give my rudeneſs; 1 beg your pardon, pray forgive me; 
** the diftreſs of the widow put ny thing out of my head; 

«© indeed it did ; pray excuſe me.” —** Excuſe you, my 
** dear, I honour the heart that feels another's woe; 
*© you ſhall go direRly ; you ſhall be the meſſenger 
** of glad tidings to them, But, my deareſt young 
«© lady, give me leave to tell you, that I fear you 
*© have not anſwered me ſincerely ; I fear your tears 
«« flow from ſome other cauſe, than mere ſympathy; 
«© ſpeak, my child! does any thing affe& your own 
*© heart? can I any way be ſerviceable to you ? Com- 
** mand me freely, and make me happy in ſerving 
*© one for whom my heart has conceived ſo tender an 
** eſteem! Speak as you would to your own mother, 
_ *© and wrong not my friendſhip with a doubt.” — 
«© O madam, madam! (replied the mourner, as ſoon 
© as ſobbing permitted utterance) / hawe no mother 
** to make my complaint to: I am the wretched widey 
«© you E2ve deſcribed ! a widow © without ſupport, with 
*< out: friends, or any other hope than Juft in Heaven!" 
«4 And Heaven will raiſe you friends, my deareſt 
* child! Heaven has raiſed you a friend in me! 
«« You ſhall be my child! I look upon you as my 
« own! as a gift from Heaven, from this moment! 
« You ſhall leave this place this very day ! it is not fi 
« for my child! I will take a lodging for you, near 
« myſelf, till my nephew, who is lately come to town 
© to ſee me, goet home ; and then you ſhall live with 
«© me for e 
_ Saying theſe words, ſhe threw her arms round her 
_ d-ſtined victim, and wiped away the tears that flowed 


—_ 
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down her eNeeks, while a variety of pathons filled 
her tender heart almoſt to arg [2 


CHAP. VI. 


The hiſtory of the young lady. She is critically interrupted 
by the arrival of an unexpeRed perſon. She is reconciled 
zo her father, who rewards the woman of the houſe and 
reſolves to puniſh the bawd. 


HEN ſhe had recovered herſelf a little, my 
cc miſtreſs thus reſumed her lore, ©* Weep not, 
« my deareſt child, all will be well. And have you 
« any dear little infants too ?”?—** Oh no! my 
*« avretchedne/s, thank Heaven is all my own !'*—But 
*« may I, my dear, aſk your name, and the circum-* 
* ſtances of your ſtory ! -I would know all, that no- 
* thing may be unredrefſed,” ——* You are all good- 
* neſs, madam ! My ftory, alas, has few circumſtances, 
* and they are all diftreſſes ! I loft my mother while 1 was 
« yet a child : my father l:ft me in the country to the care of 
" a governeſs, the wife of his chaplain, who educated me 

* inthe ſentiments of piety and wirtue. When IT was ſcarce 
$ ſoeriden, I returned the love of her ſons the moſt deſeru- 
ing and moſt lovely of his ſex, who was two years older | 
* than 1: but, young as we were, we concealed our paj- 
fon, till my father obtained him a commiſſion in the army 3 

* when, on the regiment”s being ordered to America, 7 
" Jielded to his fears of loſing me, and conſented to a pri- 
"' vate marriage, which vas ſoon diſcovered by a letter's 
* falling into my father's hands, who, in his rage, turn- 
ed my huſband's father, and motber, and me, out of doors, 
* nor would ever ſee us more. A ſmall wicarage afforded 
"us a preſent ſupport. My mother-in-law ſoon died ; the 
K uſpicion of her paving betrayed the 2 ar of my fas 
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<6 ther, and been a aat in mMy neil breaking 
<< ber heart ; ; @ aid the account of” my huſbands death, 


*« his fath T th l | 
* his father's. TI then wes + cult d:ftitute ; and hay Mc 
| 


cc fence ſupported a wretched being by my work, which the 
© hone/? wwoman of this houſe takes in for me, without the 
* the leaſt hope of relief in this world, till your goodwj, 
* has, this day, taken compaſſion on me.”*—** And what 
«« js your father's name, my dear.” —* That I have Mi 


© newer yet revealed, as 1 would willingly hide the di. Mr 


« orace, my diftreſs may be thought to ors but with yu WM" 
«c ] need not uſe that caution ; his name is'' — y 

Juſt at this word, the /urgeon, who had been ſent 
for to my miſtreſs, entered, and preſented a ney Wt 
_ 1cene, a 

At the firſt ſight of this perſon, the young lady Will ' 
gave a great ſhriek, and ſwooned away, The gentle- 
man ſtood a moment ſtupified with aſtoniſhment, Il f 
_ when, turning haſtily to my miſtreſs, ** Is this the WM" 

<< lady ?*? (faid he) —* Aye, and a lovely one ſhe is Ml" 
< (anſwered ſhe) but help me to raiſe her up, when Mt 
'<e you will ſee her better : ſhe has been juſt telling me lf 
< her ſtoryy and the grief of it has overcome her! Ml 

« jt is a moving one ; and ſhe muſt be our own.” — ti © 

« Oh, my child! my child!” (exclaimed he in a M* 
tranſport) and, ſpurning my miſtreſs from her with 
his foot, raiſed her himſelf, and leaned her head 
upon his boſom, kifſing her, and almoſt ſmothering 
| Her with his tears. 3h Oh, my poor child ! what hat 
<* you eſcaped ! what have you endured !*? 

It is impoflible to deſcribe the ſituation of my mil: 
treſs at this ſcene. She ſaw the error ſhe had been 
guilty of, in introducing a woman to whom ſhe was 
a ſtranger ; and was aware of the danger, with which 
the horror of ſuch an interview, on ſuch an occaſion, 
_ threatened her. While, therefore, the father ſeemed 
wrapped in an extaſy, that made him as inſenſible 3s 
his daughter, ſhe thought it her beſt way to retis 
$ = 
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om the firſ burſt of his anger, and, forgetting her 
rained ancle, was going direQly away ; but he per- 
ceived her intent, and calling her with a voice that 
nailed her to the ground ; ** ſtir not upon your life, 
6 (ſad he) I will have this whole myſtery cleared 
6c Uu 

T daughter, juſt then, opening her eyes, and 
finding herfelf laid upon her father's boſom, love, 
reſpet, duty, fear, and joy, filled her heart with 
ſuch a variety of paſſions, that ſhe ſunk under their 
weight and ſwooned again. 

This embarraſſed the father almoſt to diſtraftion, | 
till the womar. of the houſe coming in,avith her aſſiſt- 
ance ſhe was at length recovered, for my miſtreſs was 
ſo terrified that ſhe did not dare to approach her. 

As ſoon as the lady had lightened her heart by a 
flood of tears, ſhe threw herſelf at her father's feet, 
unable either to look up, or ſpeak to him, Moved 
with the mute eloquence of her grief, and melting in 
the warmth of nature, he raiſed her from the ground, 
and ſpoke to her in theſe words: ©* Be comforted, 
* my child! I am, I will be your father! But tell 
* me what has paſſed between you and this vile wo- - 
©* man 1” —<* Oh, Sir, is ſhe not my beſt, my only friend? 

* Has foe not reſtored me ts your love ?** © Havea care, 
* child ! ſhe your friend ! then you are loſt beyond 
* recovery indeed! She is a reproach to her ſex! to 


* to human __—_ * Oh Sir ! how can that be 2 
* did ſhe not bring you here to me ? does not that ſhew her 
* virtue and compaſſion to my diſtreſs ? *© Compoſe 
* yourſelf a little, child ! it is true, ſhe brovght me 
* here; but tell me, I charge you, on what terms 
* ſhe told you I was to come; and how ſhe came to 

* intereſt herſelf in your affairs ! Fear not, but ſpeak 
** the truth.” 

On this ſhe told him the who of her acquaintance 


vith my miſtreſs, and by what accident, and in what 
K 4 * 
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charaQter ſhe imagined he had been ſent for! bu 
that, as ſoon as ſhe ſaw him enter the room, ſhe 
thought my miſtreſs muſt have been acquainted with 
her ſtory, and taken this method of introducing her 
to him, in hopes the ſurpriſe, and fight of her dif. 

treſs, might operate on his compaſſion. 

Truth forces conviction. He was ſatisfied with the 
_ account ſhe gave him; and taking her again in his 
arms, ** I have found you again, my dear child, (aid 
« he) and I will never loſe you more ! Be the errors 
« of youth, be my ſeverity forgotten ! From hence. 
«© forth you, are my child, and I will be your father! 
© 2s to that vile wretch, know, that her whole ac- 
* quaintance with you, was ſought with a premedi- 
« tated deſign of betraying you to ruin. She told 
« me the whole, nearly as you have done; and en- 
_** couraged by your diſtreſs, of which ſhe had gotten 
«© ſome general hints, but ignorant who you were, 
<© ſhelaid the ſcheme of this pretended accident, to 


_ +© get admiſſion into: your houſe : for ſhe well knew 


* where you lived; and then ſent for me to a place [ 
«« had appointed, that might come and ſee you, un- 


 &« der the appearanee of a ſurgeon, that if I liked you, 


«© I might have the preference of her intereib in you : 
«© for ſo deep had ſhe laid her ſcheme, that you could 
© not have eſcaped her; the trial would have been 


«* to0 great for human fortitude! and this moſt ex-' 


« ecrable myſtery of iniquity did ſhe undertake for 


« the paultry reward of 50/7. which I muſt take the 


| ** ſhame upon myſelf to own, I had promiſed her, 
_«< little imagining that I was bargaining for the ſe- 
« duftion of my own innocent child. But I ſee, | 
« acknowledge the hand'of Heaven in this whole af- 
« fair, that has thus opened my eyes to the danger ol 

© ſuch a licentious courſe of life, and made: the re- 
« covery of my child the means, and the reward of 
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« Weep not, my dear ; juſtly may you turn your - 
« eyes with deteſtation from ſuch a fiend : but I 
: ſhall take care that ſhe meets a juſt reward ; while 

you prepare to go home with me, for I will not 
« leave you a moment in this ſcene of horror.” 
© Oh, mercy, mercy, my lord! (cried my miſtreſs) 
* have Mercy on me! nor overwhelm with your an- 

« per a wretthed creature, whoſe remorſe is a+load 

© 100 great to bear,” « Away, vile wretch, (re- 

* plied he, in a rage) nor dare to ipeak another 
* word ! and here fellow (calling to the porter who 
© had dire&ed him to the houſe) bring me the pariſh 
* conſtable.”? . 
While the porter went for him, my miſtreſs, 
rretched now indeed, her guilty fear magnifying her 
anger, ſtood trembling, but afraid to eſſay his pity 
with another word, 

After he had walked a turn or two <h6ut the room, 
his davghter entered, and with her the woman of the 
houſe with her little effets, which were ſoon packed 
p; at the ſight, of them his countenance ſoſtencd : 
* Well, my dear, (ſaid he to his daughter) I fee you 
' are ready to come with mez but I muſt wait a 
* moment to do juſtice to the wretch who brought. 
' me hither. Plead not for her ! I wou!d not have 

* you ever ſue to me in vain, again; and any 
? thing in her favour I cannot yield ! but my 

* juſtice ſhall not be only ſevere, nor. confined to 
' her alone. You have ſaid that this honeſt wo- 
man has been a friend to you! ſhe ſhall be 
' rewarded. Here, good woman, is the ſum of 
' money 1 was to have given this vile creature 
' for my daughter in another ſenſe. Take it, as 
' the reward of your honeſty and kindneſs to her ; 


' and call on her every year o* your -life for the 
* lame ſum.” 
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The poor woman took it with a reverence, but wy 
Unable to ſpeak her gratitude, her heart was ſo full, 
while his daughter dropped ſuddenly on her knees, 
and raiſing her hands and eyes to heaven, exclaimed 
ia rapture. O pour thy Bleſſings, Heawen, on his head, 
2vho thus diſpen/es happineſs on all who merit it As the 
| Taid theſe words, the conſtable came, into whoſs 
charge his lordſhip gave my miltreſs, to be taken to 1 
Juſtice of the peace, whether he appointed to folloy 
her ; and then handed his daughter into a coach, in 
which he took her direaly home, _ 
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The addreſs of CHRYSAL's miſtreſs, and civility of a ton 
 ftable. She arrives at the juſtice's, and is ſifted and 
ſoftened by his clerk, and terrified by his wworſpi, 

CHRYSAL changes his ſervice. 


S ſoon as this happy couple were gone, my mi- 

 Kk- ſtreſs recovered her ſpirits, and ſmiled with 
- contempt, at' the danger ſhe had often gone through 
before, without harm. ** And fo (fays ſhe) maſter 
* conſtable, I am given in charge to you ! and jor 
_ © what, pray ? But I am no ſuch novice, as to yield 
<< myſelf a priſoner, till I ſee proper authority tc 
«© hold me; therefore, Sir, I ſhall wiſh you a good 
<« morning : if you pleaſe, you' may go tell his lord 
«* ſhip, that I was not at leiſure to wait for him, at 
<« the juſtice's; and, becauſe you may be dry afte 
<« your walk, here is a crown to drink my health.” 
<« [ thank you, miſtreſs (replied the magiſtrate, tak 
* ing the money) but, in the mean time, you mui 
«« come! I am forry I cannot let you go.” ——Can 


«K 


, 


+ 
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' Jt me go! pray, Sir, where is your authority to keep 
«m2 —<©< Here miſtreſs ! (producing his ſtaff,” — 
6 But your evarrant 2”? wo Oh ! as for that, T'll 
© make bold to do without one at this time, and take 
«you to the juſtice on my own authority, and his 
« lordſhip's requeſt ;3 and ſo, miſtreſs, you had better 
© come along, for I am in haſte: you may have a 
© coach if you pleaſe.” «© Aye, /o I will, to carry 
© me home ! and here's ſomething for you to pay the coach- 
nan (putting a guinea into his hand,”) — * ?* Pig 
' very well, miſtreſs, I will fee you ſafe home, to be: 
ſure, if X deſire it, and the juitice gives you 


leave ; for to him we muit go direaly.”—-** Ther 

' pie me ty money 3 and be afſured you ſhall anſwer for 

' this falſe impriſonment.” — ©* Your money miſtreſs! 
' why, aye! fo I will, if I do notearn it.” — © Then 
het me go home this moment.”*—** No, no, miſtreſs ! 

that I can not do, till you have been to viſit his 

* worſhip : and then I will ſee you ſafe home, if he 
' gives me leave, and drink your health into the bar-_ 
' bargain ; and that was what you gave me the mo- 
' ney for: come, come, miſtreſs! one of your trade 
' ſhould know better things, than to aſk for money 
* back again! Have I not ſhewed you all the ciwilizy 
' in my power? Do you think I would ſtand preaching 
' with you here this hour for nothing! come along 
' the coach is at the door.” 

I /aww you were ſurpriſed at the addreſs and turn 
t expreſſion in my miſtreſs's converſation with this 
young lady, before the arrival of her father, as above 
er ſphere; but nature had given her a capacity 
qual to any thing, and her intercourſe with the polite 
world had gained her an eaſe of behaviour, and ele- 
pance of expreſſion, that made every condition of life _ 
em natural to her. As to the ſtory of the family, 

ihom ſhe was going torelieve, ſhe had aQually: pre- 
ared one of her confederates to have ated that part, 
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ſo that the lord might juſtly ſay, her deſign wag lai 
fo well, that it was next to impoſſible for her to mi 
of ſueceſs. For, by this deceit, ſhe would have gain, 
ed the young lady's confidence, to receive favours 
from her, and, when ſhe had her in her debt, ſhe 
thought ſhe could make her own terms. 

: As foon as my miſtreſs and her conduQor were 
come into the antechamber of juſtice, the clerk, 
recognizing her, addrefſed her thus : ©* Good-mor- 
«© row, miſtreſs—Pray what has got us the favour of | 
« your company? You have been ſo great a ſtranger. 
 « of late, that I was beginning to think we had lot Ml, 
<< you.” ——Pray, Sir, (faid ſhe) let me ſpeak a word, 
with you in the next room.” — On which he ordered, 
her to be ſhewn in, and only waited to aſk the con-M 
ſtable, by whom and for what ſhe was ſent there, who, 
was able to give him no other anſwer, than that the], 
lord had ordered him' to bring her, and "_ he = 
follow himſelf direly. ; ; 

Having got this full information, the doh came: 
into the-room to my miſtreſs, and told her, with a 
look of importance and concern, that he was ſorry to 
ſze her on ſo bad an account—** So bad an account, 
«« Sir? (faid ſhe) why! pray what do you think I an Wh 

brought here for ? nothing in this world ! they, 
*. can charge me with nothing but intention ; "and [i 
* hope that is not puniſhable by law !!?——-<* T hope i 
<« it will appear ſo (replied he) but (ſhrugging up bis WW 
<< ſhoulders) my lord has ſent a meſſage that has an- 
* other appearance !''——** Ard pray, Sir, what does ny 
*© bord charge me with ?''—** You'll excuſe my reveal: 
«« ing the ſecrets of a privy-counſellor ! he will be 
&« here too ſoon, I am afraid, to tell you himſelf.” 
Verſed as my miſtreſs was in all the wiles of man,. 
- the look and manner of his ſaying theſe words alarmed 
| her conſcious fears. ** Pray, Sir, (ſaid ſhe) what has 
5 his lordſhip ſaid ? or, if you do not think prope! 
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to tall me that, at leaſt you can dire& me how to 
« make the beſt defence againſt his deſigns ! I ſhall not 

« be ungrateful ! you Know I never was,” — ** Why 
« that's true, madam (replied he) and indeed I 
( ſhould take great pleaſure in ſerving you, and get-' 
« ing you out of this hole, but my lord, you know is 
© a great man, and can, in a manner, do what he 
© pleaſes with poor people.”'—** Pray, Sir, can I ſpeak. 
© g word to the juſtice ?'' — ©* I fear he is engaged juſt 
© now; beſides,'it is ſo long ſince he has ſeen or heard 
© from you, that I believe you muſt expeR but little 
« favour from him,” —** Why that is the wery thing I 
© axould ſpeak to him about ; and believe me it was my 
' bufneſs out ſo early this morning, till T avas delayed by 
' this unlucky accident.” &« As for that matter, you 
* know you may ſay any thing to me, as well as to 
' him, and I can tell him.” —** That 7s true, why all 
I bawe to ſay to him, at preſent, is to beg bis Acceptance 
' of theſe five guineas for his paſt favours, and his advice 
* bow to get out of this ſcrape ; and pray do you take theſe 
* three for your trouble. I am forry I have no more to 
' ofer, but really the times are very bad, and [:ttle or no 
* money ftirring among the gentlemen ; beſide, all my ladies 
* have been wery unlucky of late, and the doftor, you know, 
' muſt be always paid in hand.” —** I am ſorry things 
'g0 fo badly with you; I will ſpeak to the juſtice, 
'and let you know what he ſays, and you may de- 
'pend on my friendſhip and intereſt at all times ; 
' though I am afraid this is a yery bad affair, I will 
'20 to him direaly and return to you as ſoon as poſ- 
( ſible,” 

[ here left my miſtreſs to her meditations, having 
een one of the pieces ſhe had given to the clerk. 
lou may imagine I was glad to leave ſuch a ſervice, 
bough I could not promiſe myſelf much pleaſure, be- 
le the variety, in' the exchange, from what I had al--' 
tady ſeen of that, which I was entering into. . 
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The juſtice was in his office, buſied in examiniy 
the informations of fome of his people, who hi 
mate ſome lucky hits the evening before. On a yig] 
From his clerk, they were all ordered to withdray 
when reaching me, and four more of my brethreq 
to his worſhip ; ** here, Sir (ſaid he) five guine, 
* from Mrs.———.*—*<* So, then, (replied he) 
«© has thought proper to come at laſt.” —** 'To come, ng 
«© no, Sir ! ſhe has been brought, or elſe, I belien 
*« you would have hardly ſeen her.”—** The ungra 
* ful jade: but awhat is the matter now ?'—* [ real 
«© cannot well tell; nor does the conſtable knoy an 
*© more, than that my lord — ordered him t 
< bring her, and>ſaid that he ſhould follow hin 
« ſelf.”.—** My lord? then I muſt be ready to revi 
*« him properly : He is a great man: quick ! reachmn 
«e green velvet cap, red /lippers, and new gown, ( 
** open half a ſcore of theſe books, the largeſt of them a 
*« lay them on that great table, as if I had been referrin 
«© There ! now 1 ook like a juſtice ! and bid thoſe gent 
«© I avas ſpeaking to, go backwards till my lord is gi 

| *+ He muſt nat fee ſuch faces; they might prejudice hi 
« againſt us; and he is a great man: ſo! now I'll ot 
«© 7he NEW JUSTICE, and his lordſhip may come as ſoon 
* he pleaſes.” | 
Juſt as all things were thus prepared for his lord 
ſhip's reception, in proper formality, a ſervant brovgi 
a note from him, to let his worſhip know, he coul 
not come himſelf that morning3but deſired he wou| 
take proper care of the woman he had ordered to 
taken before him, who kept a houſe of bad fame! 
' ſuch a ſtreet, where, upon the leaſt inquiry, he cou 
not fail to find ſufficient matter againſt her, i:0! 
her neighbours. # Yes 
Though his lordſhip's not coming was a diſappel 
ment to his worſhip, after the preparations he hs 
made to receive him ; ard baulked him of an 1p? 


” oo 


ent advertiſement for the next morning ; yet the 
veneral wording of his note gave him ſome conſola- 
j0n, as it might ſeem to authorize any meaſures he 
night pleaſe to take, to ſqueeze the criminal before 
him, —** This may do (faid he to his clerk) this may 
« do ſomething : but we muſt proceed with caution, 
« for Mrs. is an old hand: . let her be called in ; 
« Pll /often Yer a little firſt, and then you may work 
« ypon her after as you pleaſe.” 

As ſoon as ſhe came in, his worſhip accofted her 
thus :—** So, miſtreſs; this is a fine affair; I knew 
« what your doings would come to, at laſt; I have 


« often warned you ; but you would take no advice; 


« 3nd now you fee the connſequence !—Do, make 
« her mittimus 1 | muſt wait upon his lordſhip; and 
«cannot go till ſhe is committed !!?!—** Committed / 
« dear your worſpip, for what muſt T be committed? [I 
« have done nathing:”—*<© No! to be ſure, you have 
« done nothing ! his lordſhip would proſecute you fo 
« ſeverely for nothing : Look at this Jeiter ! do you 
«* know his hand-writing ? His lordſhip has Here 
« oiven Mme an account of the whole affair, and de- 
* ſired that I would proceed againſt you, with the 
* utmoſt rigour of the law! I have already ſent to 
"ſearch your houſe,” 

This. word completed the terrors, into! which the 
light of his Jordthip's well-known hand had thrown 
der, and deprived her of all reſolution and preſence 
of mind, She burit into tears, and throwing her- 
lf on her knees, © Oh, good your worihip | dear 
* Mr, Clerk (ſaid ſhe) adviſe me : aſſiſt me to get 
* over this misfortune! here is my watch ; it coſt 
* 50/1, at a pawn-broker's but a month ago ; it is a 
* repeater ! take it, Mr. Juſtice ! Mr. Clerk, here 
'are my rings ! they are the only valuable things I 
* lave : take them, and help me out at this dead 
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uit: tend, and ſtop the people from going into my 
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© poor houſe ; I ſhall be &/owwn wp! the gent! 
*« will all deſert me: I ſhall be ruined, juſt when t 
** have brought things to a little bearing : help ng 
** but this once, and I never will give you cauſe t, 
*© complain of me again : I will always be punſlu 
<« to wy promiſe,” 5145 50 


1 


FOES OOO ARK 
CHAP. VIII, 
She is di iſcharged on proper bail. The labours of Curry: 


SAL's new maſter, in the ſervice of the public, with 
ſome of the various myſleries of his office. 


"THE work was now done, and a wink having 
x ſettled the cue between the juſtice and hisclerk, 
the latter began thus: ** If I may preſume to advil 
&* your worſhip, though this is a very bad affair to be 
« ſure, yet as it 1s not quite felony, by the fAatut,Mi« 
« I am humbly of opinion, that if bail could be 
« got''—** Dear Mr. Clerk, I am obliged to you.” —«: 
© But then conſider, my Lord is a great man.” 
« That is true, pleaſe your worſhip ; but the lavW-* 
« is greater than any man, and the law 1s very tender WW: 
*« of the liberty of the ſubjeR, and ſays expreſly i th: M* 
& fatute, In favore libertatis, that no perion ſhall be 
* confined that can get bail ; and beſide, who knows, t 
« if ſhe was at liberty, but ſhe might find means tot 
«« be reconciled to his lordſhip and fo all would be 


«© well.” —*<* Dear Mr. Clerk that is true ; I could eaji- 
© þy be reconciled to him ; . I know how to' gain his fa- 
4. our, when his anger is cooled.” —©* Why,' Mrs. li 
«© you are quite ſure of that, I belive we may venture 
* to bail you: but where are y. ur friends ?'— 
** Dear your worſhip, T have no friends ; I have nothing 
© to make friends with ; I throw myſelf upon you, gentle 


; 
| 
| 
| 
| 


«if you'll ſtep. into the next room, we will conſider 
; what can be done for you.”—** OL! but ſend and 
« flap the men that went to my houſe !''—** Never fear, 
« they were not to go without further orders,” 
When ſhe was gone out, © Well (ſaid the juſtice) 
i this has been a good hzr, it makes up for the bad 
i week : but cannot you gueſs what this matter is ?*? 
« Not a word of it (replied the clerk) ſhe has not 
* dropped a ſyllable herſelf, that could let me the 
leaſt into it, and I would not diſcover my igno- 


© rance by aſking her any queſtions, But I ſuppoſe- 


*itis only ſome trick ſhe has played my lord about 
«agirl, for you know ſhe has often told us, that 
«he was one of her beſt cuſtomers, and boaſted of 
« his protetion ; and if it is no more than that, as 
«I imagine, he will think no more of it, and ſo the 
« beſt way is to let her go, for indeed we cannot 
keep her if we would; though to keep up the 
« form, for fear ſhe ſhould /mze/! us out, ſhe muſt 
* have ſome bail: and therefore Ill go and fill a 
* bond, and make a couple of our people put on. 


* their BAILING CLOATHsS, and come and ſign with | 


* her, though I do not think ſhe has money left to 
*pay for the bond, or make the fellows drink : but 
* ſhe has done pretty well already, that is the truth.” 

daying this, he went out,\and in a little time re- 
turned with my late miſtreſs, and two of the fellows, 
the ſhabbineſs of whoſe appearance had made his 
worſhip order them out of the lord's ſight juſt before, 
now drefſed out like reputable houſe-keepers, who 
gravely figned with my miſtreſs, without ever aſking 
What ; and upon her returning a negative ſhrug, to 
awink from the clerk, went out Githout a word. 
The buſineſs was now over, and my late miſtreſs 
Gimifſed to follow her occupation, and make up, by 


Guble dil; gence, for the misfortunes of that morning, 
Yor. I, OG. | 


Lag 


AnvenTurss of a GUINEA. 146 


men 17 —* Why really this is a nice caſe ; but, 
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- "The firſt thing he looked into was the 7»formation, 
which the affair of my miſtreſs had interrupted in 


. through them regularly, in this manner : ** Joh 


** ſo keen a blood-hound, when you .get upon any 


__ «« [ do all things for the beſt, and that you kno; 


*« that affair on Shutcr's bill, that got you ſo mui 


146 CHRYSAL: Or, rus -— 
only with an aſſurance to the clerk, that ſhe woy 
remember his kindneſs, and be pun@ual for the fy. 


TuUre. ® | 
I was now entered into a ſervice, where I had an 


opportunity of ſeeing into the whole myſtery of juf. 
tice : but you muſt not expe@ that I ſhould reyey] 
all the ſecrets of ſo venerable a trade : though I mz 
give a few general hints for your information, in { 
abſtruſe and intricate a ſcience, 

The affair of my late miſtreſs was the laſt of that 
morning ; my worſhipful maſter putting ve into his 
purſe, and going direRly to dinner, which had awaited 
for him ſome time. But, though his fare was good, 
his care for the public would not permit him to make 
long meals, or debauch away his time. After a ſhort 
refreſhment of only two hours, he returned to his 
office where he reaſſumed his labours, in all the yz 
rious branches of his extenſive employment, — 


the morning, as I told you before : when calling his 
people, one after another, before him, he went 


* Gibbet, you here inform me that you have found 
<* out the perſon who took the gentleman's hat, in 
* the quarrel in Chel/ea fields, laſt Sunday evening, 
« which you think to make a -robbery of: let me 
** hear the circumſtances of that affair, for you are 


*«. ſcent, that you are for making every thing robbe! 
© he the caſe what 1t will.” 

« Pleaſe your worſhip (replied Gibbet, turning thi 
&© guid in his cheek, and ſquirting out the juice) 


«« and that I have brought many things to bear, 
* which no body elſe would undertake, as witneb 


\ 
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« ercdit, and money to00.?'!—"* Why, that'strue, Joun ; 
« but then YOU ſhould remember alſo the curſed ſcrape 
wm breught me into about the young fellow who wrote 
« the threatening letters to the farmer, about burning his 
& barns ; you undertook to prove that too : but know how 


« you left me in the Iurch, after I had gone ſuch lengths, 


* as had like to have ruined-me. Plain ſawearing avill 
v not aiway? do, though never ſo home; you ſhould re 
member that : you ſhould attend to circumſtances alſo : 
bat, as.to this affair, let me hear what you can make 
« of it.” Te a. 

* Your worſhip muſt know, that 7, and two or 
* three more of our people, having nothing to do, 
* hammed a quarrel, in which a gentleman, who was 
* coming by, loſt his hat. It was a large hat, with 
*a very broad gold lace, ſuch as your foreigners 


* wear ; 15 was I that ſhoved off the hat, and ſeeing 


*a ſhabby idle-looking young fellow ſtanding by, 
* without one, I took it up, and aſking him if it 
* was his, reached it to him, and ſaw him make off 
* with it direQly. Now if this is nota plain robbery, 
*I do not know what 1s! a fellow runs away with 
*a gentleman's hat, who advertiſes it, with a re- 
* ward for taking the thief, whom he will proſecute! 
* now I have found out the fellow's haunts, for in- 
* deed I dogged him, and will þave himſelf when- 
* ever you pleaſe; and can clench the proſecution, 
by ſwearing that I ſaw him carry off the hat; and 


* you know I need ſay no more, nor take any notice | 


"who gave it him.” 
"T Why, Joan, there may be Something in this affair. 
't Tlike it wery well, JOHN! and ſo, clerk, you may 


* enter him en the liſt for next ſeſfrons. This affair has 


"a good look ; nor is there any thing unjuſt in it ; for, 

"" though you gave him the hat, as he knew it was not his 

" en, and yet carried it off, he is guilty of the theft, and 

" that is the Same as robbery, in jujlice, though it may 0f 
L 2 


>a.» 
yz* $* % as Js 
, ? y ? 
' : b 
: 


1438 CHRYSAL: Os, Tar 
* in law; and juſtice is the thing to go by, with a ſafe un, 
<< ſcience. © And ſo you may go, JOAN, I will let you hniy 
« awvhen it is proper to have him taken up, only have a 
"> eye to him, for fear any one elſe ſhould Jnap him out of 
** our hands —Who comes next ! RICHARD SLy, yu 
** ſay you have found out the knot of young” fellows that 
** have begun to infeſt the flreets for ſame nights paſt,” 
—** Aye, pleaſe your worſhip (ſays $/y, ſhrugging 
«© up his ſhoulders, and gzinning) I have found them 
«« out, to be ſure; and well I might! for it was[ 
«« firſt ſet them on them on the /ay.”—** How, Rici- 
*© ARD |! rake care of what you ſay.”*—*©* Oh, your wor. 
 <* ſhip, never fear Dick Sly for a ſlippery trick! 
*© know what I ſay very well : I have known for ſome 
<«£ time that theſe youths have been playing a ſmall 
«© game, cribbing from the zi//, and building ſconces, 
«© and ſuch like tricks, that there was no taking hold 
«© of; I therefore thought it would be right to bring 
«© them to juſtice, at any rate, and ſo laid the plan 
< of this gang, and entered them into the buſineſs 
<© myſelf, and now, whenever you have a mind to 
<«© 246 them, you need only take me up, and 1 can 
<* peach them all, which will be no bad affair, there 
*c are ſo many of them.”*—** hy that is true, Rick- 
' © ARD ; but they have done nothing yet that deſerves /o je 
<* ere a remedy as the gallows ! therefore let them alot; 
& perhaps they may mend : or if they do not, it will be 
 ** time enough to take them up when they deſerve it mitt 
 *© han now. To be ſure, your peaching them, who fr} 
* drew them in, is not wery juſt ; but then the law wil 
 *© ſupport you in it, and, while a man has the law on his 
*© fide, he may laugh at the gallows. And ſo, RICHARD, 
*© have a good look till theſe youths are ripe for TY BURN, 

«© and then your harveſt will come ! 

\It would be endleſs to go through this whole buf 
neſs particularly, Be it ſufficient to ſay, that there 
was no breach of the laws, which ſome of his peop!t 
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did not give him an iSformation of, and almoſt all, as 
accomplices, while his* Whole care was to conſider 
which could turn moſt to his advantage, in the con- 
vition, and to ſettle the evidence againſt them, fo 
as it might be. ſure not to miſcarry. 
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CHAP IX. 


#n highwayman improperly taken, ſaves his life by hfing 
his reaſon. TFudicial ſagacity and tloguence, triumphant 
over common ſenſe, and matter of fad. This myſtery 
explained. | 


HILE he was in the midſt of this buſineſs, he was 
ſurpriſed with the news of an highwayman, 
that moment brought in by a gentleman who had 
taken him, in the very attempt of robbing him on 
Turnham Green. This threw the whole houſe into an 
uproar.—** 4n highwayman taken, and by the very party ! 
* (exclaimed the juſtice in an agony of rage and vex=- 
« ation) T his is moſt unfortunate ; there is 40 I. dead hy, 
« befides the ſhame of it 3 how ſhall I ſupport my conſe- 
* quence, if other people can ſerve the public without my © 
* afiflance ? | 
« I wonder who it can be (faid the clerk) I ſup= 
* poſe the man on the white mare, or the maſk, 
* from Putney Common / but, whoever it is, ſome- 
* thing muſt be done! He muſt be ſaved this time 
* to ſave our credit, and we may have him the next, 
* ourſelves! Here they come : do you keep the gen- 
* tleman in diſcourſe while I ſpeak to the priſoner, 
* and ſee how he can come down. I ſhall readily give 
* you your cue.” > 
juſt then entered the gentleman with his priſoner, 
whom they direQly knew to be an old offender, who 
bad long baffled their purſuit : a circumſtance, that 
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Heightened the vexation of his being taken by ang. 
ther, and was not a little favourable to him at thi; 
time. 

His worſhip received the gentleman moſt politely, 
and deſired him to fit down a moment, till he ſhould 
'Miniſh a letter he was writing to the ſecretary of flats, 
and then he would attend to his buſineſs, ordering 
the priſoner to be removed into another room for the 
mean time. : , 

He then ſat himſelf down to write, with preat 
deliberation, and had ju firrfbed, when his clerk 
came to deliver him a letter from the lord mayy, 
which he read over attentively, and, ſaying it wa 
very well, he then turned to the gentleman, and, 
aſking his pardon for making him wait ſo long, or- 
dered the priſoner to be brought in. 

The highwayman appeared now a quite different 
perſon from what he did, when he was in the room 
a few minutes before; his looks, which were then 
clouded with the gloom of liſtleſs dejetion, and def- 
pair, being inflamed into the fierceſt agitations 0 
phrenzy. 
The gentleman ſhewed his ſurprize at this change, 
as did his worſhip his uneaſineſs for his own fafety, 
from the fury of ſo outrageous a madman. As ſoon 
as he was ſecured, the juſtice addreſſing himſelf, with 
the height of judicial ſfolemnity, to the proſecutor, 
© Pray, Sir, (ſaid he) will you pleaſe to inform me 
* what you have to alledge againſt this unhappy 
<« perſon ?*”—** Sir, (replied the gentleman) all | 
«© have to ſay, is, that he ſtopped me this afternoon 
«© upon Turnham-Green, and, preſenting a piſtol at 
* me, bid me deliver my money, but being wel 
* armed, and having more about me than I chole to 
«*« loſe, inſtead of my purſe, I drew a piſtol too, 
* and, his miſſing fire, I grappled with, and took 
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« him on the ſpot, and from thence brought him di- 
« realy here : that 1s all I have to ſay, Sir!” 

i« And pray, Sir, what did he ſay when you had taken 
« þim 2” —** Not a word, Sir, nor has he ſpoke a 
« ſyllable fince ; nor anſwered any one queſtion he 
« has been aſked.” * Aye, *tis fo, poor gentleman, 
« it is ſo !— And pray, Sir, did he make much reſiſtance 
« when you took him ?”'—*<* the utmoſt he was able ; 
« but being better mounted, and much ſtronger 
« than he, I ſoon overpowered him, tho' not with- 


« out great danger, for, after I had him down, he 
« drew his knife, and very narrowly miſfed plunging. 


« jt into my body! You ſee what a cut he made itn 


«© my coat and waiſtcoat !!?—** Aye, poor man, mad- 


« neſs is always deſperate : T fear, Sir, you hawve been too 
© haſty in this affair. «« How, Sir, too haſty, to 
«* take a man 1n the very aGtion of highway robbery ? 
« I do not underſtand you, Sir!” 

« Sir, 1 mean that this perſon is no robber, but an un- 
« happy gentleman of family and fortune, 'avho has been for 
* ſome time out of his mind : 1 have been applied to by his 
«* relation more than once, to try to have him apprehended, 
* that he might be confined ; and, now he is ſecured, they 
« avill take proper care of him, that he ſhall not frighten 
* any body for the future ; for I am ſatisfied, Sir, that 
« vas all he meant ; and that he avould not have taken 
* your money, had you effered it to him: I ſuppoſe you 
* jearched him, when you had everpervered him, poor man, 
* as you juſtly termed it ! Pray, Sir, did you find any 
* thing upon him, to make you think be awas an highway- 
* man? Any watches! jewels! or different purſes of 
* money ? or more money than you might think it probable a 
* perſon of his appearance might commonly carry about 
ff Te 
** Noreally, Sir, I did not find any thing like what 
vou mention! this purſe, which ſeems to have a- 
'* dout thirty or forry guineas in it, (for I have not 
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| *© there is no felonious intent, there can be no felony ; nnu 


. © ever expence you have been at in bringing him here, [ 
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<«« reckoned them) was the only thing in all his pockets, 
** except the kife which he drew on me: his piſtol 
** were openly in his ſaddle, as gentlemen commonly 
*© wear them.” 

* Pery wwell, and does his preſent behaviour and whil; 
condutt in this affair convince you, that the unhappy man 
could have no felonious intent, 'in his mad attack ujix 
<* you? for men, mad as he is, hawg no intention at all; 
** and without a felonious intent, there can be no robbery : 
<* but, I preſume, you may anderfand ſomething of the law 
«« yourſelf, Sir ?” 

** No indeed, Sir, I cannot fay I know any more 
<« law, than juſt not to wrong any perſon, nor let 
«© them wrong me, if I can help it, as far as common 
« ſenſe will diret me: I thank God, I have ſpent 
« my days quietly in_the country, and never had a 
«« diſpute with any man in my life.” 

© Common ſenſe, dear Sir common ſenſe is a blind 
& oputide in matters of law! law and tommen ſenſe art 
« quite different things : but, as I was ſaying, Sir, whert 


© robbery is puniſhed only becauſe it is feleny, for o the 
© indiftment muſt be laid; FeLonice, Sir, FELONICE, 
<< or it will not do-!-T he inditment will be quaſhed with- 
« out that word ; and who can charge a man with a felb- 
& ious intent, wwho is diſordered in mind, and. can hav 
* m0 intenton at all? *Tis true, the appearance was bad, 
© and ſufficiently terrifying, to authorize your apprehending 
*« him ; but, as you ſuffered neither loſs nor hurt, 1 cai- 
© not ſuppoſe, that a gentleman of your humane appearan! 
*«© evould defire to add to the miſery of his preſent unbatf) 
© condition, that of impriſonment till the next /e{9n% 
© when he muſt be acquitted of courſe, as that would 
* certainly make his madneſs for ever incurable 3 «eV bat- 


** vill take upon me to reimburſe you out of the monty it 
** bis- purſe, beſide what gratification you pleaſe to 16 
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 quireg/ for your own time aud trouble ! This, Sir, is 
« phat 1 would recommend to you, as a chriſtian and a 
i gentleman, as you appear to be : but, if you are of ano- 
« ther opinion, you muſt only ſavear to your information, 
« and enter into. a recognizance of proſcution, while I ſion 
« his MITTIMUS, and ſend word to his friends, who are 
« zoople of condition.” | | 
| « Indeed Sir, you judge very rightly of me; L- 
« would not aggravate the diſtreſs of any human be- 
«ing! If you know the unhappy man, and that he 
« js under ſo ſevere an affliction, as the lofs of rea- 
« ſon I have nothing farther to ſay, than that I am 
« ſorry for his misfortune, and would not for the 
« world be the cauſe of heightening it, as I had no 
« motive for apprehending him, but the duty which 
« [and every member owe the public. I thank Hea. 
« yen for my own eſcape from him, and do not deſire 
« to make any advantage of it, As to the people who 
« aflted me in bringing him hither, they are ſtill 
*« unpaid, and you know beſt how to deal with them ; 
* ſol leave the whole atfair to you, and am your 
© humble ſervant.” _ | 

[ have not interrupted this account with any notice 
of the behaviour of the criuzinal, as it conſiſted only 
of the moſt outrageous imitation of madneſs, with im 
precations and blaſphemies too horrid for repetition. 

As ſoon as the gentleman was gone, and the room 
cleared of all, but the juſtice, his clerk, and the mad 
may, who was left bound to keep up the farce, his 
worſhip thus addrefled him : ** So, Sir, you thought 
* to reign for ever; but yon ſee what your feats 
* have come to! I ſuppoſe you are ſurpriſed at the 
* pains I have taken to bring you through this af- 
© fair 12.——< Not at all, Sir, (replied the criminal) 
* the bank-notefor 2001, which 1 had concealed in 
* the ſleeve of my coat, and gave your cJerk,”—— 
* How, Sir, (faid the juſtice in a, rage) do you pre- 
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« tend to ſay it was upon any ſuch account ? -But yy 
«« judge of others by yourſelf. However, -I ſhall ng 
* ſtand to argue the matter with you now ; you hay 
« eſcaped for this time, and may he glad of it! þy 
*« take care for the future! your luck may not alway 
«© be ſo good.”——** Will your worſhip pleaſe to ord 
« your people to Feturn me my horſe and arms? and 1 hop 
«« you will give me my purſe ; for life without ſomething 1 
« ſupport it is no preat obligation.” What, Sir! 
«© you pretend to capitulate ? Your horſe you ſha] 
«© have, not that you have any right to expe him 
*© but becauſe 1t would not be proper to keep him 
<«c after the repreſentation that impoſed upon the foo 
«© who took you ; and here are half a ſcore guineas te 
© carry you to fome place where you are not known 
© and to maintain you till you can get into ſome ho 
<< neſt way of earning your bread. The reſt 1s littl 
«© enough to give the people inſtead of your horſe 
«© and to ſtop their mouths. You may ſtay here til 
«© the croud is diſperſed, when you may go where yo 
« pleaſe.” — As there was no remedy, the crimina 
was forced to ſubmit; nor indeed did he ſeem muc 
diſſatisfied at the heavineſs of his compoſition. 
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CHAP. x. 


An inflance of his worſhip's exemplary juſtice on a ſhop-lift 
T he unfaſhionable compaſſion and generoſity of a failar 
A diſpute about ſuperiority of ſtill beteween his worſh 
and bis clerk, opens new myſteries, in the profeſſion. 


T was now pretty late, and my maſter was juſt re 

, & tiring to ſupper, pleaſed with having made ſo goo 
a day, when he was ſtopped by more buſinels. A 

woman who kept a chandler's ſhop in the next ftreth 
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had dragged before him one of her poor neighbours, 
thom ſhe had caught in the very fa& of ſtealing a 
pound of cheeſe off her counter, as ſhe was reaching 
v two-penny loaf from the ſhelf; a crime that was 
heightened by ingratitude too, as ſhe was giving her 
the loaf on truſt ; the thief having owned to her, that 
ſhe had not a farthing 1 in the world to pay for it, nor 
z morſe] to*give her three ſmall children, who had 
been faſting the whole day. 

Enraged at the heinouſneſs of the crime, and at 
being kept from ſupper while the chickens and aſpa- 
ragus were cooling on the table, his worſhip, knitting 
his brows, and putting on all the magiſtrate, aſked the 
rembling wretch, with a voice that pierced her ſou], 
* What ſhe had to fay for herſelf, whether ſhe was 
« ouilty of the crime laid to her charge, or not——? 
The poor creature, almoſt dead with wretchedneſs, 
want, and fear, threw herſelf at his feet, and pour-_ 
Ing out a flood of tears, that for ſome moments 
choaked her utterance, ©** O mercy! mercy! (ſaid 
*« ſhe) for the love of the ſweet Fe/as have mercy on 
* a poor wretch, whom want alone compelled to 
*« this firſt offence, to ſave the lives of three poor 
« infants, who are this moment periſhing with hun- 
« oer. Oh! fend and prove the truth of what I ſay; 
« ſend and learn their miſery, and it will move you 
* to relieve them, and then I care not what becomes 
* of me.” ——** ery fine, truly! if wwe admit ſuch ex- 
* cuſes for ſvop-lifting, there will be enough ready to plead 
* them. Here, make her mittimus ; fhe confeſſes the fact ; 
* as for her brats, baſtards too, I ſuppoſe, let them be 
* ſent to the wwork-houſe.”*—** Oh the poor creatures ! 
® they are not baſtards ; and they have no pariſh to 
* be ſent to. My huſband is a ſailor, who was preſl- 
*edon board a man of war ſix years ago, and has 
* been in the Je? Indies ever ſince, till this ſummer, 
* when the ſhip was ordered home to be laid up. 
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<« Poor ſoul! he thought he ſhould be in. off, ay 
«© ſo wrote me word to Cork, to come to him, for 
«© meant to go and ſettle in Scotland, his own count 
<< but the moment he came to Port/mouth, he w; 
** turned over into another ſhip, without getting 
«« ſhilling of his fix years wages or prize-money, an 
<* ſent away direQly to America; ſo that, after ſpend 
<< ing every penny I had in the world, to came to hin 
« from Ireland, as he deſired, I am left here with m 
«© poor children, to ſtarve in a ſtrange place, wher 
*© no-body has any compaſſion on me, though m 
* huſband wrote me word that he had above 3ool 
« due to him for wages and prize-money ; here 
<« his letter! I never go without it ? it is all the com: 
«« fort I have in my diſtreſs.” 
* Aye, I thought ſo! I thaught you were one of thi 
Iriſh thieves that come to rob us, and cut our throats 
© but TI ſpall take care,of you ! I ſhall make you wiſh yu 
** continued eating patatces at home. I wiſh I could pro 
© wide as well for every one of your country ! we ſha 
never be awell, till we have hanged you all.” ——*© Oh 
© good your worſhip! I am no thief; I never ſtole 
*« any thing before. And this woman who has brought 
© me before you, knows the truth of every thing [ 
© have told your worſhip; and that I have always 
<< paid her honeſtly while I had a penny in the world, 
<< for I have dealt with her ever ſince I came to Lon- 
* don; but hunger and the cries of three ſtarving 
«« children, forced me to this! Oh, my children, 
© my children !'? —— ©* Peace, woman | all you can 
© ſay ſignifies nothing ; you were taken in the fad, 
** and to Newgate you ſhall go direaly. And, as for 
<< your brats, it is better for them to die of hunget 
** now, than to live to be Ranger with their mo- 
Fe ther. 
By this time the mitrimus was ready, which he ſign- 
ec without the leaſt heſitation or pity, and then huts 
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1 away to his ſupper, having almoſt fretted his 


But though the juſtice's compaſſion could not be 
noved by ſuch a poor wretch, his clerk was not ſo in- 
zorable, but yielded to the perſuaſion of an honeſt 
Tar, who, ſeeing a croud at the door, had given ſix- 
ence to go in-and ſee the fun; and for two guineas, 
lich barely paid the fee, ventured to make up the 
fair and let her go about her buſineſs, zhough he did 
it know the conſequence, if it ſhouid come to his worſhip's 
hwledge—Fack took n0 notice of what he ſaid, but 
zking the poor creature, who was juſt finking under 
he agitations of fear, joy, and gratitude, by the 
and, ©* Chear away, ſiſter (ſaid he) chear away; 
' we'll bring up ail this lee-way next trip. Damn 
' my eyes and limbs, if Pl] ſee a brother ſeaman's 
' family at ſhort allowance, while I have a ſhilling ! 
' come, heave a-head ; [Il rig and vittual you and 


' you for a voyage home. ÞI'll ſwing my hammock 
'in the next birth, and you ſhall cook the kettle, 
' bile I ſtay a-ſhore,” —Saying which words he led 
i off in triumph.—This the clerk told his wor- 
ip, when he came in to ſupper, after giving him one 
f the guineas, as his thare of the compoſition. 

Il now thought the buſineſs of the day over, and 
ras preparing to take a view of my new maſter's 
art, while he and his clerk were enjoying their ſuc- 
els over an hearty bottle. But I was prevented by 
in accident, which diſturbed for a while and had like 
0 have entirely broken off this harmony between 
bem: a diſpute, like thoſe between all conquerors, 
wing about the diviſion of the ſpoil, and the merit 
i the acquiſition of it. 

** This will do (ſaid his worſhip, clapping his hands 
'a kimbo, after a full glaſs) this will do! what be- 


vowels out to think it was ſpoiled by waiting fo long. 


' your children, againſt your huſband comes, to man. 


' tyeen the bawd in the morning, and the highway - 


Re q . _—_— 
k . ". —_ > . OT © Ts q 4 ang 
a _ a 4 OG _—  ———  —— 
—— = * a —_— - - - —* _- _ WV 
* — ——- a REAR _ " 
_ a. "—_ - _ 
> - - 
= 6 ſj FER — RY 
"S Pubs ws of Soil —- _—_ — OO 


158 CHRYSAL: Or, Tarr 
+ man in the afternoon, we have made a noble q; 
of it ! But what have you ordered about that felloy 
* I hope you have taken care that'we may have hin 
ourſelves next.” Never fear (replied the clerk) 
have done for him. I have ſent people to hy al 
the roads he can go, from the inn where he ordere 
| his horſe ; and Plaufible Tom 18 fixed there, to ſcray 
an acquaintance with him, ſo that he cannote 
ſcape.” mea 
« Aye, let Tom alone to manage him; many a cunnin 
& fellow's heart has that Tom crept into, till he has whe 
* led him to Tyburn! Not a lawyer of them all bas 
« ſmoother tongue. But did not 1 improve the hint of th 
**. madneſs well ? how quietly the gudgeon ſwallowed it 
« Tf I were to ſet about it, I believe in my ſoul I cul 
* have perſuaded him out of his own ſenſes, and made hi 
& think himſelf mad, as well as the highwayman ! ha 
&« ha! ha! Though you qvere not quite clear enough i 
* your note ; you ſhould have told me all the particulars; 


«© evas often at a loſs; but, upon the whole, I think I dit 
« pretty well, pretty well I think !”? 

*« Why, aye, you did ſo manage it pretty wel 
«© when I had given you the cxz, and fo might an 
* one have done. But how would you have contrived 
«< to bring him off, if I had not made that hit!” 
« How ?— why eafily enough | — I would have—B 


cc 


what have you done with the bank note ? let me || 
*« that /''—*<* The note! itis ſafe enough. But yat 
« do not tell me, how you would have managed tt 
* have earn'd it; I think you ſhould do that befor 
«© you aſk for it,” —** How I would have earned it: 
" why pray, good Sr, do you know whom you talk to i 
* this manner ?”—** Whem 1 talk to !—I talk to tht 
« worſhipful juſtice , whoſe betters I have take 
«© to before now; and who would not have aſked mi 
* that queſtion ſome years ago, when he applied 
* me to inſtru& him in the buſineſs of his office!” 
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i Toſolence ! infiru@ me ! I'll make you know, Sir, that 
« ] underſtand my buſineſs, without your inſtruftion ! DU 
«take another clerk to-morrow.” —** With all my heart, 
« good maſter juſtice! with all my heart; and ſee 


« know it yet, you will ſoon ſee then, whether the 
© buſineſs comes to the juſtice or his clerk ; for I 


© me; you ſhall have the credit of making up a new 
 /z for yourſelf, I aſſure you.,”—** Pery fine ! wery 
© fine treatment this !—Why do you deſerve it then, 
« Sir, if you do not like it ? I fay very fine treatment 
too! that you ſhould take upon you to undervalue 
© my ſkill, and aſſume the credit of it to yourſelf ; 
' you, whom [ firſt taught, and till ſuport in your 
« office, in deſpight of all your blunders !—As for 
© the bank note, here it is, and here it ſhall be, till 
we have ſettled the accounts of the laſt ſeflions 
' when you were ſo clever upgn me, ſending me, on 
© on a fool's errand, out of the way, while you took 
* up the reward. Perhaps you thought I did not 
| ſee through your deſign, or that ] was afraid to 
© ſpeak of it, but you were quite miſtaken ; I only 
' waited till the remedy ſhould come into my own 
' hands, and, now it has, be aſlured I ſhall make 
© uſe of it whatever you may think, Sir ! and farther 
et me tell you, that if you ſay much more, I will 
think of parting in earneſt, if you do not think 
' proper to come to a new agreement.: for I ſee no 
' reaſon why you ſhould carry off two thirds of the 


* profit, only becauſe you are jz/ice indeed, thougi 


* I do all the buſineſs !*%— 


who will be the lofer by that. If you do not. 


' give yOu Notice, that I ſhall take all the people with 


| 
| 
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«© while the buſineſs goes on well? here's my fervic 
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The breach happily made up by the arrival of company 
' The evening concluded in charatter. His worſhip py 
next morning to hear a charity-Jjermon, and from then 
= eat a charity feaſ?, erhere CHRYSAL enters int; 
new ſervice. Some account of the nature of a chari 


feaſt. | | 


ATTERS were now at ſuch an height, tha 
I every minute expeRted they would have pro 
ceeded from words to blows, when a pull at the bel 
brought them both to themſelves in an inſtant, |» 

* Hah! that is true! this is quarter night (ſai 
«& the juſtice) and here the ladies are come ! Give m( 
« your hand: why ſhould we fall out about our ſkill 


cc fo. you ; and let there be no more of it.”— . 

«© With all my heart (replied the clerk) but wh 
« will you urge me on thus, when you know that 
«© cannot bear to have my ſkill called in queſtion?” 

By this time the ladies entered, whom I dire 
ſaw to be the commode matrons, and compliant fairo 
his diftrit, who came daily to compound with him 
for the breach of thoſe laws he was appointed to ſup 
Port. 

The very mention of this ſcene ſufficiently explain 
the nature of it, and makes a more particular deſcry 
tion unneceſſary. All parties behaved properly 0 
the occaſion. They paid their ſubſidies, for which it 
returned them very wholeſome advice, to behave vil 
diligence and Ciſcretion in their profeſſions ; and el: 
pecially thoſe who lived in his neighbourhood, 


"_—_— E 
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exutioned to avoid all riots, and cauſes of offence, 
which might bring his connivance and proteQion into 
ſuſpicion z then” relaxing from the ſeverity of his 
morals, he gave up the reſt of the night, and a good 


part of the next morning, to mirth and good-fellow- 


ſhip, in the company of a few of his particular fa- 


yourites, and beſt coſtomers of this motley ſet, 


having diſmiſſed the reſt to the purſuit of their occu- 
ations, 


had fo far exhauſted his ſpirits, that nature required 
a long pauſe : accordingly, no buſineſs coming in to 
iſturb him (for ſuch was his vigilance in his office, 


hat) he made a late morning, not waking till he 
yas Called to attend a ſermon and dinner, which were 
0 be that day for the benefit of a charity, to which 
he was a conſtant benefaRtor ; as indeed his public 
pirit made him, to all that were already eſtabljſhed, 
and prompted him to ſtrike out many new: in which 
5 the author of them, he hoped to have the manage- 
ent, while novelty ſhould make it the faſhion to 
upport them. 

But in this he was always diſappointed. For though, 


ed upon a good one, yet his head was fo confuſed, 
nd, his notions ſo wild and immethodical that before 
e could digeſt his plans into any regularity, ſome 
ne elſe took up the hint, and ran away with the 
edit of the deſign. 

At church he edified greatly, by a comfortable nap, 
uring the ſermon, which finiſhed his refreſhment, 
nd ſeat him with a clear head, and keen ſtomach, 
0 the feaſt, where every perſon ſeemed to vie, in 
tmonſirating his attachment to the cauſe of their 
beeting, by the quantity he eat and drank, 

i ere changed my ſeryice once more, being given, 

Yor. 1, - MI 
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The buſineſs of the day, and pleaſures of the night 


and care for the public, that every thing gave way to 


n the multitude of his ſchemes, he ſometimes ſtum- _ 
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by his worſhip in his ſubſcription, and ſo came iny 
the poſſeſſion of a community in general, which gay 


me an opportunity of ſeeing the human heart in 


more complicated view, than perhaps any other ſcens 
of its ations could afford ; as there was hardly a pr, 
feſſion, degree, or rank of life, which had not ar: 


preſeatative in this meeting, nor a motive of aion 


however apparently contrary to its deſign, or contr, 
dicory of each other, who did not contribute its in 
fluence to the bringing them together. 

While I lay in the hands of the treaſurer of thi 
charity, unaſſigned to any particular uſe, or perſon 
I enjoyed a ſtate of liberty ſomething like that of 
living in a commonwealth, having it in my power tt 
enter into the hearts of all the governors (who wer 
now my owners) as I liked, and to make many obſer 
vations without reſtraint to any particular perſon 
time, or place. | 

Charity is the moſt amiable and moſt exalted of thi 
human virtues, and that which riſes to the neare 
imitation of the divine. Nor can any thing . be 
ſronger proof of the beneficence of the author 0 


| Human nature, than his placing this virtue, which! 
_ the perfeRion of it, within the reach of every indi 


vidual. 


For charity is a diſpoſition to think well of, ant 
do well to, every other human being, without parti 
lity, prejudice or reſpe&, to any other motive, tha 


this univerfal duty ; giving of alms being no mot 


than one, and that perhaps the very meaneſt efiet 
of it. | | 


But this extenſiveneſs of the nature of charity | 
the reaſon of its being generally milconceived, ani 
moſt erroneouſly confined to this effe&, by minds 
able to comprehend- its greater excellence ; and, irol 
this miſtake, haye proceeded mapy of the extraordl 


- 
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ary inſtances of this effe& of charity, which Ciſtin= 

vuiſhes the preſent age. 
This is a moſt dangerous error : it1is too like think 

ng to bribe heaven with the wages of hell; and yet 

profanely abſurd as ſuch a notion is, daily obſervation 
ſhews the extenſive prevalence of it. 

As charity is ſuch a refined and exalted virtue; and 
purely ſpiritual, it muſt appear ſtrange to you, how 
it ſhould enter into the head of man to make ſo 
groſs, low, and ſenſual a paſſion, as eating, the foun- 
dation of it ! Indeed ſo unnatural is the thought to 
pure ſpeculation, unacquainted with the perverfions 
of life, that a charity-feaſt, in the literal meaning 
f the phraſe, muſt be taken for a meeting of the 
poor, to eat the proviſions ſupplied for them by the 
ich, inſtead of the rich meeting to gorge their own. 
appetites. 

But a little obſervation of the preſent bias of the 
world will ſolve this difficulty. Of all the zatural 
appetites and paſſions, which poſſeſs that part of 
mankind, whoſe age has enabled them to amaſs mo- 
ney enough to give away, eating is the moſt univer= 
al, I fay natural paſſions, for fraud, avarice, or am- 
bition, or even luſt, at that time of life, are not the 
paſſions of nature. 

To gratify this therefore, was the moſt probable 
ſcheme for drawing zhem together: and, when that 
Is ſufficiently done, the full heart opens eaſily, and 
ſhares its abundance with the empty. 


M 2 


i 
u | 
? 

' 
IT 
©. 
bY q 
| 
=. 
| ' 
n '! 

[ 
8 | 
F 


C + 
+, <v-- -— ene _—— — 
Tr OI es ti —_— 
1 C hy 


| to the expedient we made uſe of before, and, hold- 
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A repreſentation of the company. The hiflory of one « 
the principal members. The modern method of bribing 
Heaven avith the wages of Hell. 


HEY had feafted, nor did their minds yet requirg 
ſuch another banquet, when I became a membe 
of their ſociety ; you mult not expeR a particu: 
lar account or deſcription of ſuch a ſcehe. A: fey 
general hints muſt ſatisfy your curioſity, as I hays 
told you on other occaſions. 

Let your imagination repreſent you a number 
people, whoſe higheſt pleaſure is eating, ſeated ata 
large table, covered with all the delicacies, all the 
rarities of the ſeaſon, in a plenty that promiſed ſatiety 
to their keeneſt appetites.—But I muſt ſtop ! I ſe 
the very thought has an effet upon you, that ſa 
vours too ſtrongly of ſenſuality, and might, if not 
checked, put a ſtop to our converſation, by ſome 
human hankerings. Let us therefore paſs over ſuch 
a ſcene, and turn our obſervation to the company, 
as they ſat, after the fragments of the feaſt were re- 
moved. And here it will be proper to have recourſe 


ing up the mirror to imagination, view the whol 
ſcene as if aQtually preſent. 

Obſerve, then, that enormous bulk of fleſh, tha 
ſits at the head of the table, with his wailſtcoat all 
unbottoned, and gaſping for breath ; the diſtenſion ot 
his ſtomach having left his lungs ſcarce room to per: 
form the animal funMons, and fat almoſt choaked 
the paſſages of vital air, 


EE —_——— 
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® Homer, 
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He is one of the principal - ſupporters of this, and 
wery other public charity founded on the modern 
method of a feaſt ; the natural avarice of his heart 
ontwitting itſelf at this inſtance ; for as he is ſure of 
fatiating his appetites with more and better vituals 
and wine, at theſe meetings, than he could have at 
home, for much more than the price of the ticket, 
the advantage in that bargain always tempts him to 
0; and then the happineſs of his heart, in the ful- 
neſs of his ſtomach, opens his purſe, and he ſub- 
[ribes with a liberality that ariſes almoſt to pro- 
uſion. 
| But look into his heart, and read the reſt of his 
life : the very money which he beſtows with ſuch an 
ppearance of virtue, on this beſt of uſes (for no 
rror in motive or manner, muſt take off the merit 
f an ation that does good) this very money (I ſay) 
has perhaps been acquired by vices the moſt «HOON 
othe virtues it is applied to. 

The greateſt frugality, application, and ſkill in 


he myſterious buſineſs of a ſcrivener, have raiſed this 


perſon, from the moſt abje&t poverty, to affluence, 
dove the moderation of a rational wiſh, But fo 
owerful is the force of habit, that, though the cauſe 
as been long ſince removed, the effeQ ſtill remains, 
nd he perſiſts to ſave and heap up money, by all 
he mean and iniquitous ways which want firſt ſug- 
elted to him. One inſtance, and that not fingular, 
1 him, will give you a ſufficient inſight 1nto his 
\arater, F 

A gentleman, whom indiſcretion and indolence of 
emper had involved in ſome pecuniary diſtrefles, had 
he greater misfortune, ſome years ago, to be recom- 
nended to this perſon to borrow fuch a ſum of mo- 
ev, as ſhould extricate him from his immediate dith- 
uities, on a mortgage of his eſtate. 

\s his ſecurity was good, his buſineſs was ſoon 

M 3 


> OTYCUOE eg en  OEO 


x66 CHRYSAL: Or, Tus 


done ; but the convenience of his eſtate to anothey 
which this perſon had lately purchaſed in his neigh. 
bourhood, and an acquaintance with the unwary 
eaſineſs of his diſpoſition, made him caſt a wiſhfyl 
eye upon it, and form. ſchemes for getting it abſq 
lutely into his poſſeſſion. 

At firſt he ſtrove to tempt his indiſcretion by thi 
offer of more money to ſupply his pleaſures ; but 
finding that would not take, and that the ſenſe of his 
former extravagances dwelt ſo ſtrongly on him, as t 
give his mind a kind of turn to induftry, did he 
know how to apply it, his ready genius ſtruck outq 
method, that he imagined could not fail of ſucceſs, 

He therefore cultivated an intimacy with the gen 
tleman, in which, upon all occaſions, he affeQed tt, 
boaſt of his own ſucceſs in life, and to attribute j 
to his having always a command of money to takt 
the advantage of any bargain that might offer, 

As this turn of converſation ſeemed to flow on) 
from the fulneſs of his heart, and to be free from al 
deſign, it had the effe&t he propoſed, and raiſed: 
deſire in his friend, to follow a method which hat 
been ſo ſucceſsful with him. He therefore, one day 
communicated to him a reſolution, which he hat 
| formed, of ſelling his eſtate, and applying the mong 
to buſineſs ; and defired his friend's aſſiſtance to exe 
cute his deſign. After an appearance of ſurpril 
the ſcrivener teſtified his pleaſure and approbation« 
His prudence, by the readineſs v"_uU which he under 
took taiſerve him, 

The eaſe with which the firſt nc of his ſchen 
had ſucceeded, made him form further hopes, alt 
think of getting the eſtate he deſired, oe at 
cheaper rate than purchaſing it. 

After ſome time ſpent, as he ſaid, in froitlef | 
quiries, ſor a purchaſer, he moſt artfully drew li 
friend, to deſire that he would buy it himſelf : atW 
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he ſeemed to heſitate, but then, as it were yielding 
to the impuſe of his friendſhip, he concluded a 


bargain for it, on terms evidently te Apcia to 


the ſeller. 

All things being agreed upon, the parties m met to 
conclude the affair, when, the writings being read 
over; and the money lying on the table, while the 
I{crivener told it, the gentleman executed the deeds 
of conveyance, and receipt, before proper witneſſes, 
who withdrew as ſoon as they had fi gned them. 

In the mean 'time the ſcrivener continued to tell 
the money, till a feryant entered haftily with a letter 
as from a lord, who was one of his beſt clients, and 
defired to ſee him that moment. The difficulty this 
threw him into was ſoon ſolved, by his friends com- 
pliance to defer his buſineſs for a few hours, as the 
lord's urgency would not admit the leaſt delay. 
Accordingly, he put up both the Ceeds and money 
in all the apparent confuſion of _— and went away 
to his lordſhip. 

Next morning the gentleman called to receive the 
rice of his eſtate, but his friend was not at home, 
nor to be ſpoken with in the afternoon, for his turn 


hought it ſafe, to keep up any farther acquaintance 
ith him. 


As ſuch things might happen to a man in buſineſs, 
he gentleman took no notice of them, but quietly 
wallowed the ſame excuſes for ſome days ſaceeſ\- 
hvely. At length his patience began to be exhauſted, 
and his fears alarmed at a behaviour ſo ſtrange, and 
ontrary to that height of intimacy that had been 


aſe——In this perplexity he went one morning,-re- 
olved not to quit the houſe ti)l he ſhould ſee him ; 
ind when a meſſage to that purpoſe was, after lon 


Mtendance complied with, upon. a warm expoſtula- 
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2s now ſerved, and he neither deſired, nor perhaps 


etween them, even were there no buſineſs in the 


f 
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tion, he received for anſwer, from his friend, thy 
<< he had been of late too much engaged in affyirs 
 ©* of conſequence to attend compliments, and kney 
*© not any buſineſs he could have with him.” 
 * Not know my buſineſs, Sir, (replied the gentle 
«© man in aſtoniſhment) I come, Sir, for my money, 
<c and ſhall hereafter never trouble you. more with 
© buſineſs or compliment,”-——** Your money, Sir! 
I do not underſtand you ;- pray, Sir 3 what money ds you 
" © you mean!” —*© What money ! the purchaſe mo. 
** ney of my eſtate, Sir ; which you were to haye 
<* paid me above a week ago, when I ſigned the 
** deeds of ſale,*”——** Poor gentleman; it is fo! as 
** was informed, and always feared. He has loft his raa- 
<* ſon; and [ ſhould not ſeem much better to truſt myſe 
<* longer with a man in his condition.” —** Take care, 
<* OIr; this is too tender a point to be trifled with; 
<* you almoſt made me mad !'!—** 4ye; there it is; 
** he is mad, poor man ; and is even ſenſible of it himſelf 
=—** Death, Sir; do not dare to dally with me a 
<* moment longer ! anſwer me direQly ! pay me my 
money ; and not really proyoke me to a madneſs, 
<< that may be fatal to us both.”—** Sir, your mad- 
«neſs, or reaſon is nothing to me : however, 1 will an- 
<* ſewer you direftly, that I owe you no money, and nom 
<*& ewill I pay you. As for the purchaſe money of your eſtatt, 
<e your parting with which ] ſee has turned your brain, 
* auhen you come to yourſelf, you will recolle, that | 
<< paid you, when you executed the deeds of Jale ; or if yu 
<0 do not remember it, your own receipt properly witneſſed, 
<< will prove it, for me, and 1 defire no more : and thert- 
* fore, Sir, let me have no farther trouble with you, if 
<* you do mot chuſe to take up your lodgings in Mookt- 
** FIELDS. | | 

« This is too much; juſt Heaven ! this is too much: 
 *f£ too much for human patience to endure ! or wall 
« the laws delay for remedy! I will avenge myſelly 


<c 
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© afſert the cauſe of juſtice, and rid the groaning 
« world of ſuch a monſter !*? (exclaimed the unhappy 
gentleman) now really-irritated into the extremity of 
hat phrenzy which the other only wanted to 1mpoſe 
n him, and drawing his ſword, before the wretch 
ould call for help, or take any method of defence, 
he plunged it through his body, 

His ſhrieks ſoon alarmed his ſervants, who, ruſhing 
n, found him weltering in his blood, and the mad- 
nan ſmiling, in the abſence of frantic extaſy, over 
im, and incapable of attention to any other circum- 
ance, though ſome of them dragged him before a 
zviſtrate, while the reſt were bufied in procuring 
dief for their maſter. _ 

The madman was committed to priſon, to wait the 
rent of the wound he had given, which Heaven, to 
Wt the meaſure of the ſcrivener's iniquity be full, had 
lirected to a part that was not mortal. a 
In a word, he recovered, though not to a ſenſe of 
tice or humanity, but perſiſting in his iniquity, 
hich now was ſharpened by a ſpirit of revenge, for 
hat he had endured, the firſt effort of his health 
25 to have the unhappy ſufferer confined in Bedlam, 
here he ſtill languiſhes under all the horrors that 
tend a total.loſs of reaſon, without relief, or even 
dmpaſſion from his baſe undoer ; who this very 


me to this charity-feaft, ſpurned from him with his 
ot, and refuſed the ſmalleſt alms to the wretched 
te of the ruined madman, who begs in the common 
reets, and was driven by miſery and deſpair, to 
row herſelf even at his feet to implore relief. 

| ſee your abhorrence riſe at ſuch a monſter, but 
will wonder even heighten it, when I tell you 
at this oppreflor has neither child nor kinſman, to 
berit his wealth ; for he was himſelf a foundling, 
L reared at the public expence, without the know- 
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orning, as he was ſtepping into his chariot, to 
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ledge or tenderneſs of a parent to ſoften his rup 
ſoul, nor would the ſelfiſhneſs of his heart ever hel 
mit bim to marry, for fear of the expence of a family 

but he is this moment meditating on ſome eieniatin 
ſcheme of charity, to the foundation of which, þ 
deſigns to dedicate the wealth which he has amaſſei 
by fuch villainies. 
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Continued : The hiftory of a general almoner. His muh 
of making charity begin at home. He converts a nit 
bawd, but diſappoints his defigns, by too great confiden 
in his own ſeill. The charadter of a clergyman. 


OVE youreye to the left, and view that de 
mure looking piture of devotion, whe {i 
there 1n ſilence, lifting up his eyes ro Heaven, an 
fighing in ſpirit, at the feſtivity and ſenſual converſa 
tion round him. 

| Who, that can ſee no deeper than outward ap 
pearances, would not think that man fincere in hi 
profeſſions of religion and virtue ? whereas in truth 
he is the moſt abandoned contemuner of both; an 
deepens the dye of his blackeſt crimes by the mo 
hardened hypocriſy, ſecretly living on the praQticee 
thoſe very I'S, of which he profeſles the greateſt al 

Horrence. 

With all that a which he aſſumes, | 
the dire&ion of this charity, on the merit of ti 
targeneſs of his ſubſcription to it, in reality, he isÞ 
the diſpenſer of other people's benefaQions, Iſt 
whoſe good opinion he ſo infinuates himſelf, by Þ 
pretended piety, that they intruſt their charity to 

diſpoſal, who always pays himſelf for his trouble," 
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GbduRing largely, from'the ſums confided to him. 
For, as real charity vaunteth not itſelf, they never 
jivulge the ſecret, completely impoſed on by his ad- 
ireſs, that never lets one half of his contributors 
know of the other; by which management, as the 
ſums he gives are always made public, for example 
nd imitation, each thinks that be adds moſt liberally 
0 his own dvnation. But this 1s not the only me- 
hod by which he turns his piety to advantage. The 
acceſs which the reputation of it gains him, into al- 
oſt every family, opens him an opportunity of carry- 
1gon the deepeſt intrigues, and becoming a pander, 
or vices both natural and unnatural, which the in- 
ereſt of the parties concerned makes them {till keep 
ccref, 
As for the former, the andy of that trade has 
een in part explained already ; and the latter 1s too 
borrible for explanation, I ſhall therefore paſs over 
hoſe ſcenes, and conclude my account of this extra» 
dinary perſonage, with one inſtance of his addreſs, 
i finding out and managing the weak fide of ſuper- 
tion and vice, 


In the courſe of his love-negotiation, he had made 


n acquaintance with a woman who kept a public 
aznio, or houſe of proſtitution, which acquaintance 
nutual intereſt cemented into an intimacy. In this 
oft infamous trade had this woman amaſled confide- 
able wealth, the diſpoſal of which (after her death) 
ok up much of her thoughts, in thoſe moments, 


men the conſequences of her debauched life forced 


er to think of dying. 

As the ſecrets of their trade had removed every re- 
Ie from between them, ſhe often uſed to conſult 
im on this head ; when he always comforted her 
th difſertarions upon religion and virtue, fripping 
em of the vain incumbrance of prieficraft, and bringing 


vm back to their genuine Principle 2x of bene wotence and cha- 


ity, \ 


—— 
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- Frequent inculcation of this do&rine had the ex 
he deſigned ; the matron was pleaſed with the though 
of having all the benefit of religion, without the 
trouble of the praQtice, and immediately began to ex 
erciſe her donations to public charities, which, ag jt 
was not quite ſo much in charaQer for her to offer 
perſon, while ſhe continued her profeſſion, and ſhe ſa 
no neceſſity, nor felt inclination to quit that, ſhe al 
ways confided to the Uiſtribution of her ſpiritua| 
guide. "of 
Nor did his ſucceſs ſtop here ; he improved hi 
influence on her ſuperſtition ſo far, that he prevailed 
on her to compound with heaven for the vices' of her 
life, by bequeathing the earnings of them to its uſe 
after her death. 
For this purpoſe he himſelf drew her will, whic 
pious application of her fortune ſet her conſcience at 
eaſe; and ſhe continued her uſual buſineſs to the hoy 
of her death, which happened three vears after, wit 
ſuch care and induſtry, that ſome inſtance of negli 
gence, in one of her ſervants adminiſtring to the ple 
(ure of her gueſts, gave her ſuch uneaſineſs in he 
laſt moments, that, with her dying breath, ſhe 1: 
mented the ruin her houſe muſt come to, after ſhe 
ſhould quit the care of it, for the joys of heaven, 
| You muſt not think that his deſign extended ne 
farther, than to prevail on her to make ſuch a will; 
he had drawn it himſelf, as I have told you, and took 
care to word it in ſuch a manner, as he thought 
ſhould give him, under the appearance of her exe: 
cutor and truſtee, as ſhe deſigned him, areal property 
in her wealth ; as it was immediately to come into his 
hands, on her death, and there was no time appolntel 
for the fulfilling his pious intentions. 
But here his ſagacity diſappointed itſelf : for 16 
gleQing to take proper advice, or afraid "of making 
any perſon privy to his defigns, he had committe 
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vch material errors in the form of the will, as gave 
otn to learned counſel to ſet it afide, in favour of 
te heir at law, her nephew, who, from cleaning 
hoes under the gate-way, was enriched with at leaſt 
third part of his aunt's fortune, which remained to 
im, after the coſts of the ſuit, that had been carried 
n for him, i forma pauperis, While her executor had 
he vexation. of diſappointment, aggravated by a de- 
ree Zo pay all the cofts. —— This was a ſevere ſtroke : 
ut it did not break his ſpirit, though it obliged him 
o return to his former occupation of an almoner, 
hich you ſee he purſues with that attention, which 
ways. enſures ſucceſs. 
I ſee you ſink under the pain of finding the beſt 
Gons debaſed, by ſpringing from ſuch motives; but 
e careful to avoid an error, fatally too prevalent, of 
oncluding from the abuſe, againit the uſe of any 
hing that may, in its end, be conducive to good, = 
Theſe inſtances I have given; and I could add . q 
any more ; not to depreciate the cuſtom of giving il 
d public charities, which is the nobleſt uſe of wealth, Il 
ut to caution you againſt the dangerous error of _ 
hinking, that ſuch giving alone, without reiorma- 
on of life, and the aQive praQtice of the other vir- 
ues, can be acceptable in the ſight of him, to whom 
Is oFered, or efficacious to procure his favour ; and 
d ſhew the abſurd impiety of perſiſting in vice, with 
rain hope of bribing Heaven with the wages of hell. 
But to relieve your pain, behold that venerable 
erſon who ſits oppoſite to him ; the ſerenity of whoſe 
poks ſnews the happineſs of his mind. Read his heart, 
d you will not find one diſcontent or ſorrow there, 
ut what humanity imprints for the diſtreſſes of his , 
low-creatures, which his beneficence, his real cha- 
ly, 1s for ever finding methods to relieve, not only 
pecuniary benefaQions, though to theſe is devoted 
© far greater part of his ample fortune, but alſo by 
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his advice, inſtruQtion, and good offices, the judic 
ous application and fincerity of which makes the 
very rarely fail of ſucceſs. —He is a real ſupporter, 
charity, in its-moſt extenſive ſenſe ! his example givin 
a ſanQtion, a ſeal of virtue, to every thing he appez 
in, which puts wicked wit out of countenance, an 
ſtops the tongue of calumny ; and is (even were 
alone) ſufficient to counterbalance all the inſtancy 
which could be brought againſt it. His long lifg 
which has been extended by heaven, as a bleſlingt 
mankind, has been a conſtant illuſtration of the 
ligion he teaches; not one inſtance of his aQtion 
ever contracting his profeſſion, as near as hum: 
weakneſs can a& up to divine perfeQion. 

Such is this clergyman ! ſach ſhould all clergyme 
be, to preſerve the purity, the dignity of a fun&ia 
whoſe rules are drawn from perfeQion, and calculate 
to prepare the human for a participation of the divi 
nature, to accompliſh which greateſt end, all profe 
ſion, not enforced by praCtice, muſt be ineffeual, 

To mention any one inſtance of his good work 
would be doing injuſtice to the reſt, and contradidin 
the deſire of his heart, which, next to doing goo 
is to conceal what he does; his aQions being fo þ 
from ofſtentation, that to Heaven only, and the 
ties themſelves, are they revealed ; nor to theſe er 


1s the hand that reaches them the bleſſing alyz 
known. 
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CHAP. XIV. 


mtinued : The hiftory of a bear-leader. His method of 
of making his pupil's maſters earn their money. The 
general conſequences of cloſe friendſhips between the diffe« 
rent ſexes. « He modeſtly offers his pupil*s mother a nut al- 
moſt too hard for her liguoriſp tooth ; but ſhe ſwallows 
it whole, to ſave the trouble of mumbling, and meets « 
juſt return for her untimely paſſion. 


PPOSITE to him, you ſee a man, whoſe 

rich dreſs and ſupercilious carriage give him 
e appearance of a ſuperiority over all the reſt of the 
mpany z but ſuch artifices impoſe only upon the 
norant and vulgar ; to a judicious eye they aggra- 
te the defets they there meant to diſguiſe ; and 
e low-bred avaricious wretch appears doubly con- 
mptible, through the unnatural veil of pride and 
unificence, Pp, NET 
There is ſomething ſo whimſically ſingular in the 
ry of this perſon, that I will gratify your curioſity 
th a ſhort ſketch of it. | 
He was born in the loweſt claſs of the people, in a 
bor village, in oneof the moſt remote parts of the king - 
dm ; but the delicacy of his conſtitution making him 
fit for a life of labour, the common lot of his condi- 
dn, his poor parents denied themſelves almoſt the 
Ecefſaries of life to ſend him to ſchool, to qualify him 
r ſome employment better ſuited to his natural im- 
ality. The maſter of the ſchool, who was a per- 
n of diſcernment and good-nature, ſoon perceived 
at the weakneſs of his body was amply made up by 
eabilities of his mind, and took a pleaſure in giving 
frufion which he ſaw received with. advantage. 
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Nor did he ſtop here; but when his pupil had mad 
the ordinary progreſs of the Tchool, he uſed the per 
Tuaſive argument of teaching him for nothing, 
even ſupplying him with books at his own expency 
to prevail upon his parents to let him purſue his ſy 
dies. 

When he had advanced by this aſſiſtance, conſide 
rably beyond the uſual boundaries of -ſchool edug 
tion, being not only critically ſkilled in the learn 
languages, but alſo well grounded in the pTincipl, 
of the liberal ſciences, his kind maſter crowned th 
benefit ke had conferred upon him, by recominend 
ing him warmly to a widow lady, of large fortune, 
educate her only fon, whom female fondneſs 'woul 
not permit her to truſt out of her ſight at a publi 
ſchool. 

In this employment he behaved himſelf. with ſuc 
circumſpe&tion and care, (for the weakneſs of h 
conſtitution ſaved him from all danger of exceſs, an 
| the horrors of returning to his former poverty an 
diſtreſs, fited his attention, invariably, to every po 
ſible means of advancing his fortune) that he won th 
confidence of his pupil's mother ſo far, that ſhe ve 
tured to ſend her darling ſon to the univerſity in h1 
care; and when he had finiſhed his ſtudies there 
_ with credit, gave him a genteel ſtipend, to accompai 
him in his travels to the different courts of Europet 
compleat an education ſo happily begun, and ena! 
him to make a figure in life, ſuitable to the affluenc 
of his fortune. 

The unbounded confidence with which this trul 
was committed to him, gave him ſufficient opporti 
nities of gratifying the ruling paſſions of his hear 
vanity and avarice, 2s it enabled him to ſecrete, | 
his own uſe, as much as he pleaſed of his pup# 
fortune, ſatisfied that his accounts would never be ex 
amined, and to acquire, late as lt was, the ornaniml 
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al parts of education, which his original poverty 
nd the neceſſary gravity of his literary life and em- 
ployment, had precluded him from, | 
Accordingly, as ſoon as he arrived in Paris, the firſt 
place where he deſigned to make any delay, he ſuf- 
fered himſelf to be prevailed upon by his pupil to 
zemit ſomething of the ſtritneſs of his. authority, 
and, ſeemingly, winked at his plunging into all the 
vities and excefſes of unguarded youth, that he 
ight have the more convenient opportunity for ex- 
cuting his own ſchemes. Thus, while his abuſed 
harge threw away the time he ought to have ſpent 
nreceiving profitable information and improvement, 
n idle expence and vicious pleaſures, the prudent 
utor took the advantage of his abſence, to attend 
he maſters he retained for him, and learn dancing, 
encing, muſic, and all the other accompliſhments of 
jolite education ; a conduct which he carefully ob- 
erved, in all the different ſtages. of their travels. 
ut ſtill his labour, as you ſee, was,. for the moſt 
art in vain, the truſt of his mean original being too 
:ongly confirmed to be worn off by ſo late applica- 
lon, ſo that his aukward affeQation only makes de- 
ets which would otherwiſe have paſſed unnoticed, 
ecome more viſible, and expoſes him to contempt 
nd ridicule, 
But eager as he was in theſe favourite purſuits, | 
e did not let them divert his attention from the main 
joint, of continuing to cultivate the good opinion 
nd confidence of his pupil's mother, to whom he 
onſtantly wrote in ſuch a ſtrain of piety, and gave 
uch pleaſing accounts of her ſon's condutt, expatiat- 
gon his good qualities, and palliating his failings, 
ith the tender titles of youthful levity, and the 
ailty of nature, (for fear the ſhould receive infor- 
ation of his exceſſes from any other perſon) that ſhe 


bought herſelf happy, in having placed him under a 
You. I, N 
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man of ſuch virtue and goodneſs ; her opinion offi: 
which was not a little heightened by the care he took 
of his parents, to whom he conſtantly remitted, 
through her hands, ſuch a portion of his ſtipend az 
ehabled them to live with comfort ; and with his for 
mer maſter he kept up a regular correſpondence, in: 
forming him of every thing he ſaw in his travelz, 
that he thought would be agreeable and entertaining 
to him, and expreſling his gratitude for the friendſhip 
which had advanced him ſo happily in life, 
When his pupil had finiſhed his travels in this manW,c 
ner, they returned home, where the fond mothe 
received them with the higheſt joy, her eſteem fo 
the tutor almoſt equalling her love for her ſon. Bute. 
this natural affeQion did not long maintain the pre; 
eminence ! Her eſtabliſhed opinion of the underſtand 
ing, learning, and yirtue of the former, levelled th: 
height from which difference of condition had mad 
her look down upon him before, and ſhe admitted 
him into all the intimacy of friendſhip. There i 
nothing more deceitful, than conneQions of this kin,+ 
between the different ſexes. Let them be forme 
with whatever reſolutions they will, at firſt, natur 
will inſenſibly take the alarm, and force the executionf;; 
of her moſt powerful laws. q 
This intimacy had not been long cultivated, befor 
the lady began to ſee perfetions in her new friend 
which ſhe had never perceived before, and to feel M, 
pleaſure in his converſation which her heart had long; 
been a ſtranger to. She knew not how it was, buiſſ;; 
nothing pleaſed her except what he ſaid, or did 
Even her fondrneſs for her ſon began to cool, and he 
eyes to open to faults in him, which ſhe had alway 
been blind to before, though he had never taken al 
Pains to conceal them from her. 'This did not eſcay 
ihe penetration of her friend a moment, nor was Il: 
judgment at a loſs how to improve it to the beſt ad 
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antage. He immediately began to aſſume a timid 
endefrneſs in his looks and manner, and took every 
xcaſion of diſplaying the genteel acompliſhments he 
xd acquired in his travels, while her unhappy fon, 
vs if he had entered into the ſcheme againſt himſelf, 
eldom came near her, and, when he did, behaved 
vith a careJeſs indifference, ſcarce ſhort of rudeneſs 
nd inſult, | 
Such a contraſt was too ſtriking to paſs unnoticed : 
por did her friend fail to aggravate the impreſſions 
of it, by doubling his aſſiduity and tender complaiſ- 
ance, whenever his former pupil withdrew, and lament- 
ing the unhappy turn he had taken, in terms of the 
deepeſt concern, but without ever offering a word in 
his excuſe, 
This ſubtile condu@ had the defired effet: The 
ove of the mother was entirely diverted from her ſon 
to her friend ; and, as the fooliſh fondneſs of her de- 
ceaſed huſband, had left much the greater part of his 
large fortune in her power, the improvement of this 
change, was an obje&t worthy of his higheſt atten- 
tion, But ſtill the difficulty upon both was how to 
open the affair; for, powerful as the different mo- 
tives that urged them to bring it to a concluſion were, 
aſenſe of the impropriety of ſuch an aQion, made each 
equally at a loſs how to mention it. 9 
But here again the evil genius of the ſon prevailed 

and he did that for them, which they knew not how 
[to do themſelves. For ſome of his friends, obſerving 
the intimacy between his mother and his former tu=- 
tor, deſired him to be upon his guard, and ſtrive to 
prevent the conſequences of it, by a change in his be- 
baviour to her, Such prudent advice, if properly 
followed, might probably have had effet. Burt, in- 
ſtead of that, he flew immediately to his mother, and 
ndiſcreetly charged her with a defign of betraying 
tie confidence of his father, and ruining him, to gra- 
N 2 


180 CHRYSAL: Or, Tur 
tify a ridiculous paſſion for a mean, unworthy objeq 
and then turning to him, who happened to be yr 
ſent, he told him fiercely, that, if he did not th; 
inſtant quit his mother's houſe, he would treat hin 
as the villainy of ſuch a deſign deſerved, in the nex 
| Place he ſhould ever meet him, and ſo flung out ofth 
room in the higheſt rage, leaving them ſtaring a 
each other, and almoſt petrified with aſtoniſhment, 

But a few moments feſtored them to themſelves 
the affair was now revealed, and ſo the greateſt difi 
culty over. ** I wiſh” (faid the tutor, as if he ſpok 
to his former pupil, though he took care to wait til 
he heard him out of the houſe) ** I wiſh no oth; 
<c perſon beſide me had reaſon to fear your reſent 
«© ment ; or that I had no other obſtacle but that, ti 
«6 prevent the happineſs my heart languiſhes for,” 
And then turning to the lady, as if he did not kno 
that ſhe had heard what he had ſaid, © I am moſt un 
<< happy, madam, (proceeded he) to find myſelf th 
«© cauſe of your being treated in this manner, and 
« ſhall immediately withdraw, to prevent a repeti 
<< tion of it ; as for me, fince I am to loſe the happi 
«« neſs of your converſation, it matters not what be 
** comes of me !” Saying which, he made her 
moſt reſpe&ful bow, and, with a look of the highe 
tenderneſs and grief, ſeemed to prepare to leave tha 
TOOM, 

«© Hold, Sir,” (exclaimed the lady, the warmt| 
of whoſe reſentment, at her ſon's behaviour, mad 
her the more readily melt at the diſtreſs of her lover 
«© Hold, Sir, what are you going to do ? Will yo 
«« deſert me in this danger and diſtreſs ?'——And 
then ſoftening her voice and looks into the greatel 
tenderneſs, ** I thought, (continued ſhe) I ſhould ne 
«© yer want a protetor while my friend lived. 
«© Nor ſhall you, madam,” (anſwered he, with an ap 
pearance of warmth that baniſhed all reſerve) © M' 
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« life ſhall proteQ you from every danger and affront. 
But, —— oh, that I had a tie to juſtify ſuch an at-' 
' tachment to the world, which elſe will cenſure it 

ſeverely.” —And then, taking her hand, he bent 

is knee, and -prefled it to his lips. 

Such an a@ of gallantry was not to be reſiſted, in 
he condition ſhe was then in! ſhe bent forward to 

eet him, and, laying her head upon his boſom as he 

oſe, © Let it be juſtified” (ſhe murmured in a bro- 
en, faultring accent) ** by every ſacred tie of love 

and truth ; of honour, and religion :''——This was 

| he wanted ! He ſeized her in his arms, and preſ- 

ing her to his breaſt, ſealed the contraQ on her trem- 

ling, withered lips. 

The impatient love fick fair now thought every ob- 
acle to her wiſhes removed, and therefore diſtantly 
ropoſed ſending for a prieſt direQly, to tie}the ſacred 
not, and prevent any deſigns her undutiful ſon might 
orm to diſappoint her happineſs. But her prudent 
over was In no ſuch haſte! He now had her ſecure, 
feyond danger of retreating ; but, as her perſon was 
ot the only obje& of his deſires, he wiſely judged it 
beſt to refrain a few moments, from the poſſeſiion of 
hat, to ſecure the more ſolid enjoyment of her ſor- 
ie; as he was not certain, but this fit of fondneſs 
bt wear off, and her natural afﬀe&ion for her ſon 
turn, when her untimely paſſion ſhould be gratified. 
fle, therefore reſolved, to improve her preſent diſpoſi- 
on beyond the danger of repentance, and ſent for 
he prieſt diretly, paſſing the intermediate moments, 
* his arrival, in the moſt paſſionate, endearing dal- 
lance, | 
But, juſt as the bluſhing, baſhful bride was going 
10 approach the altar, he ſtopped ſhort, as if upon a 
ſudden thought, and turning to her, ** This, ma. 
" Gam, ſecures our preſent happineſs (faid he) but 
* how are you to be revenged upon your baſe, un- 
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<< orateful ſon ? What certainty have I, that a return 
*« of your former fondneſs for him, may not ſacrificy 
<<© me to his implacable reſentment ? Some ſettlement 
<«© ſhould firſt be made; and then anxiety and fear 
«© wont damp the ardour of our joys.” ——* I un: 
«« derſtand you not !” (anſwered ſhe, in confuſion and 
aſtoniſhment) ** What ſettlement can you mean ? Þg 


.. << T not give you the poflefſion of my fortune with ny 


«e ſelf ?2—*< True, madam, (replied he) you do ! Aud 
«© could I be ſure of having them for ever, I ſhoul: 
© be ſatisfied ! But death may rob' me of you, and 
<* then your fortune will deſcend to your ungraciou 


«© ſon, while I am thrown upon the world, deſtitute 
«« of every means of ſelf-defence and ſupport,—** And 
<* can you doubt my love??? (added ſhe, not a little 
* I doubt 


ſurpriſed, and itartled at his caution) 
«© not! nor would I doubt it! (returned he) aac 
«© therefore will remove all room for doubt.” 


«© What mult II ſettle then? (ſaid ſhe) how much of 


«© my fortune will remove your ſears, and fatisf 
«© your wiſhes? Here! take this paper, and writ 
«© down your terms !?? —** That is ſoon done !”” (ſai 


he, and,taking the paper,direQly wrote the word ALL, 


and reached it to her.)—lIt is not eaſy to deſcribe he 
aſtoniſhment and indignation, at the aſſurance andun 
reaſonableneſs of ſuch a demand. ** What! ALL! 
(faid ſhe, with evident emotion) ** Will no leſs do! 
«© Is nothing to be left to my diſpoſal ? This 1s toc 
« hard!” The lover inſtantly perceived his ticklil 
| ſituation ! However, he was reſolved to try the ut 
moſt, aſſured that, even if her reſolution held, he was 
in no danger of lofing her quite. ©** Madam” (ſail 
he, throwing his arms around her, and embracing 
her tenderly) **I give you myſelf, and all I have 
«« and Iexpett the like return : I pretend not to com 
*< pare the value of the gifts : but loye is delicath 
_* and will bear no abatement,” — 


—— 
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If the paſſions of youth are impetuous, thoſe of 
old age are filly! The ardour of this addreſs, with 
hame of being refuſed upon any account, thus in the 
very criſis of her hopes, made her comply, and ſhe 
hetrayed the confidence of her huſband, and ſigned 
away the inheritance of her child, to EEE a prepoſ- 
terous, untimely, ridiculous love. 

The return ſhe met with was juſt! Her new buſ- 
hand, now all his ſchemes were accompliſhed, ſcorn- 
ed to preſerve even the decency of appearance, but 
threw off the maſk direQly, and treated her with ſuch 
dignity and contempt, that ſhe broke from him in 
diſpair, in the firſt week of her marriage, and threw 
herſelf upon the mercy of her baſely ruined ſon ; 
whoſe reſentment was not proof to ſuch a trial ; but, 
rielding to filial piety, he ſhared, with her, the poor 
pittance which he happily had inCependent of her, till 
ſhe ſunk under the weight of misfortune, ſhame, and 


remorſe. 
Nor did her huſband treat his firſt benefaQor or his 


parents better. With the former, he direaly drop- 
ved all correſpondence ; and, giving the latter an 
allowance of twenty pounds a year, juſt to keep them 
from ſtarving, he poſitively forbid their ever lettin 
him hear from them more, on the penalty of forfeit- 
Ing that, and every other inſtance of his favour. 

Far from being ſatisfied with the ſucceſs of his vil- 
lainy, or enjoying the fortune he had'ſo baſely ob- 
tained, his whole life has been ſpent, as you ſee, in 
anxious attempts to hide the meanneſs of his origi- 
nal, under the ſplendour of his appearance ; and the 
niquity by which he acquired his wealth, by vain of- 
tentation of charity and mynificence. 


N 4 
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bred perſon, who is juſt able to give a ſon the firſt 


CHAP. XV. 


Continued : Some reflefions that may appear impertinmt 
to many, and unprofitable to more, but ftill are mithy 
zmproper, nor unjuſt. The hiflory of an honeſt attorny, 
More wonders ! the way of the world reverſed. Right 

triumphant over might ; and gratitude ſhewn in high 


bife. 


| OVE your eye towards the lower end of the 

table, and behold that perſon, whoſe aſpeRtand 
appearance command veneration and eſteem. He 
was bred in a profeſſion, the very name of which is 
become a reproach, from the abuſe of unworthy pro. 
fefſors. Nor can it be otherwiſe, while every low- 


Tndiments of education, and ambitious of ſeeing him 
In the charaQter of a gentleman, is admitted to breed 
him an attorney ; and as ſoon as he has ſerved a time, 
as to the moſt illiberal mechanic trade, to turn him 
Jooſe upon the world, to live by the praQtice of the 
very crimes and iniquities, which his profeſſion was 
originally inſtituted to ſuppreſs, without any fortune 
to fave him from the neceſlity of having recourſe to 
ſuch baſe means ; and without being inſtruRted in the 
principles of probity and virtue, to ſupport him 
againft the temptations of the many frauds and vil- 
lainies, which his buſineſs brings him to the know- 
ledge of : Nay, ſo far from giving any attention to 
this indiſpenſable duty, of forming the mind by pro- 
per inſtruftion, ſuch is the perverſeneſs of man, that 
3f a child betrays an early propenſity to chicane and 
fraud, by ſetting his play-fellows together by the 
ears, and cozening them of their toys, he is imme 
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ately marked for this profeſſion, and, inſtead of being 
correted for ſuch a diſpoſition, and having it nipped 
in the bud, is encouraged in it, by hearing it made 
the omen and ground of his future ſucceſs in life, tilt 
it is confirmed beyond a ſenſe of ſhame or remorſe, 
and becomes the ruling principle of his life. The 
ondu, conſequent to ſuch education and principles, 


that ſcarce any perſon of charaQer or fortune will 
breed a ſon to it ; by which means the evil is daily 
zppravated more and more, and threatens to become 
abſolutely irremediable at laſt. For, at preſent, ſo 
many are the opportunities that tempt to iniquity in 
the praQiice, and ſo univerſal the reproach affixed to the 
Wiery name of an attorney, that all regard to reputa- 
tion, that powerful preſervative of virtue, ſeems to be 
in vain, and it requires a common reCtitude of heart 
to ſupport the conflit : But that there are ſome who 


the profeſſion, but in the abuſe of it, the perſon be- 
fore us is an eminent inſtance, 

A nobleman who died ſome time ſince without leg1- 
timate iſſue, thought proper to bequeath, not only his 
own great acquiſitions, but alſo the immenſe poſleſ- 
tons of his anceſtors, to a ſpurious ſon, without ever 
conſidering whether there might not poſſibly remain 
ſome diſtant branches of his family, capable of inhe- 
nting what they muſt have a juſt and legal title to, 
though the direc line of it failed in himſelf. Ac- 
Jcordingly the heir took peſſefſion of his adventitious 
fortune, and, as wealth hides every defeR, entered 


the moſt exalted rank, whoſe friendſhip and intereſt 
ſupported by the immenſe riches he poſſeſſed, ſeemed 
to hold every inquiry into*the Juſtice of his title to 
them in defiance. 


But a generous heart is not eaſily terrified in a z ju 


has brougtrt the profeſſion into ſo great diſrepute, 


zre equal to this trial, and that the fault is not in 


into alliance, and made conneRions with perfons of 
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cauſe! The perſon before us, by. his knowledge in 

his profeſſion, and the uprightneſs of his pradice, 

had acquired a fortune, and eſtabliſhed a charater, 

that placed him above the reach of ſlander, and the 
| frown of power. He had been born under the patro 
| nage of this nobleman's houſe, and in the courſe g 
| his buſineſs, had happened to get ſome inſight into 
the ſettlements of his family, by which he found that 
it was not 1n his power 40 alienate the acquiſitions 6 
his illuſtrious anceſtors, and give them to a ſtranger 
to their blood, while any of their deſcendants were 
in being. Such an a of injuſtice, therefore, raiſed 
the indignation and pity of his honeſt, generous heart, 
and he reſolved to ſet it aſide, notwithſtanding the 
trouble and expence that muſt neceſſarily attend ſuc 
an attempt. 
The greateft diſcouragement to his undertaking, 
was the difficulty of finding out, and aſcertaining the 
real heir, for the family was apparently extin&, But 
upon examining into the many alliances it had former 
ly made, which his known attachment gave him a 
eaſy opportunity of doing, he found that, ſome gene- 
rations before, a daughter had been married to a noble 
man, of a neighbouring dependent kingdom the iflue 
of which marriage, if any remained, was the true an 
only repreſentative of this noble houſe. 
Having made this diſcovery, he went dire 
over to that kingdom, where, after a long and palu 
ful ſearch, he had the mortification to find, that ths 
family was reduced, by revolutions of government, 
and calamity of the times, to two poor, Jow-bred, 
illiterate women, who had been married to mechanic 
of the meaneſt rank, and being left widows, and 
without children, now ſtrove to procure a wretche 
ſubſiſtence, by Joining their poor ſtocks to keep 
chandler's ſhop, in a city in the remoteſt part of th 
kingdom. 
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$0 melancholy an inſtance of the inſtability of hu- 
zn grandeur only raiſed his compaſſion,and confirmed 
his reſolution to vindicate the blood of the illuſtrious 
patrons of his family, from ſuch injuſtice and diſgrace. 
Accordingly, he inſtantly relieved their immediate 
Wiiſtrefſes, and, taking all the proper methods for af- 
Weertaining their deſcent, brought them over to this 
Wiingdom, lodged them in his own houſe, and treated 
them with the reſpe& due to their noble blood and 
better hopes. 

As ſoon as every thing was prepared for the great 

attempt, he regularly demanded a reſtitution of their 
Wright from the unjuſt poſſeſſor, and, upon his expe&- 
Wed refuſal, inſtituted a ſuit at law, for the recovery of 
Wit, in the proſecution of which, ncither difficulties 
nor dangers, neither threats nor promiſes, con}d 
Milcken his ardour, till he had obtained the juitice he 
Wdcmanded for them, A detail of the proceedings, 
n ſuch an affair, muſt be diftrefſins to any human 
heart, Tr is ſufficient to ſay, that every method which 
the art of man could invent to impoſe upon judgment 
and defeat juſtice, was exerted againſt him, for ſeve- 
ral years, in hopes of exhauſting his fortune, and 
Wvecaring out the lives of his injured clients (the elder 
of whom aQually did die during the ſuit) and fo diſap- 
pointing his hopes. But juſtice at lengh prevailed, 
and he recovered, for them, the inheritance of their 
anceſtors, leaving their antagoniſt only the immediate 
acquiſitions of his reputed father, which, large as 
W tiey are, he eagerly labours to increaſe, by every ar- 
tifice of ſordid avarice. 

As for the heireſs, the exalted gratitude ſhe ſhew- 
ed, proved her noble blood, As ſoon as ſhe had cx- 
ecuted all the forms of law neceſſary, to give her an 
abſolute power over her fortune, and juſtly paid the 
eXpence, and rewarded the trouble of recovering It, 
 grery branch of her family was extinQ, ſhe thought 
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it but juſtice to ſettle her gregt fortune upon the pe, 
nerous recoverer of it, Nor was ſhe content with legy. 
ing it to him, when ſhe could no longer make uſe of 
it herſelf, but obliging him to quit the buſineſs of his 
profeſſion, ſhe gave the greater part of into his im- 
mediate poſſeſſion, and, retiring to one of the princi. 
pal ſeats upon her eſtate, ſpent the remainder of her 
life in happineſs and eſteem ; the goodneſs of her 
heart, and the true nobteneſs of her ſoul, drowning 
her want of early education, in the ſuperior radiance 
of innate virtue. 
The abfolute poſſeſſion. of her entire fortune 
which her death gave him much ſooner than he wiſh. 
ed, has made no alteration in the conduc of this wor. 
thy perſon, who invariably purſues the diQates of jul. 
tice and benevolence in all his ations, making his 
wealth a bleſſing to all, whoſe wants and virtues, 
marked them as obje&ts worthy of ,his regard and 
aſſiſtance. 
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CHAP XVI. 


Continued: The happy fruits of unequal marriages. 4 
fort way to pay long debts. The pleaſures of ulite 
life. A bold firoke of female genius, triumphant oun 
law and religion ; An gzulucky miſtake brings an impri- 
per viſitor into too genteel company. 


T MMEDIATELY below him, you ſee one of thoſe. 

inſtances of inconſiſtency which diverſify the mot-W, 
ly charafter of man. In the deep-ſunk lines of his, 
face, you may read learning and inrenſe thought, & 
the placid ſerenity of his eye, ſhews an heart warmed 
with piety and moral virtue; what pity, that a lift- 
leſs indolence of mind throws a ſhade over fo brighta 
charaQter, and, ſubmiſſion to the capricious yoke df 
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female tyranny, makes him paſhvely guilty of the very 
folly and vices moſt immediately oppoſite to his own 
jictue and good ſenſe ! 

The pious care of a good father, had ſo improved 
the eminent abilities with which nature had bleſſed 
this gentlemen, by the moſt judicious education, that 
the promiſe of his youth gave hopes of his being an 
ornament and advantage to his age and country : but 
one indiſcreet a&tion overcaſt this pleaſing proſpetR ; 
and, in its conſequences, has brought him to be the 
nfignificant thing you ſee. 

This was a marriage of meer inclination, with a per- 
ſon, who had neither fortune, beauty, nor merit, to 


fable advantage of this indolence of his temper, to 
uſurp as abſolute an authority over him, as if ihe 
poſſeſſed them all, in the moſt eminent degree, and 
conferred upon him the benefit and obligation ſhe 
herſelf received. : 
This makes life one ſcene of the moſt irreconcile- 
able inconſiſtency, between the wiſdom and virtue of 
Wihe very few aCtions, in which he 1s admitted to fol- 
low the diQates of his own judgment, and the follics 
Wind vices, into which ſhe wantonly leads him every 
Wnoment of his life. When I ſay vices, I mean thoſe of 
lifipation, luxury, and extravagance ; which, though 
the moſt injurious to ſociety, and produttive of the 
worſt conſequences to particulars, are yet too often 
looked upon in another light, and thought harmleſs 
Eat leaſt, if not even commendable exertions of preat- 
es, and generoſity of ſpirit, and the proper uſe of 
uence of fortune ; for not content with the rational 
£1j0yment of the fortune to which he raiſed her, in 
er proper ſphere, ſhe has aſſumed the abſolute diſ- 
"WPofal of the whole, which ſhe diſſipates in every kind 
0 faſhionable folly and profuſion, ſo as utterly to dif- 
"le him from exerting the natural generoſity and 


juſtify his choice ; and who yet has taken the unjuſti- 


_ diſcharging the moral obligations of honeſty, in thi 
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benevolence of his heart, in the extent and mane 
ſuited to his apparent wealth, and too often, fro 


payment of his juſt and neceffary debts, 

Snch an ungrateful abuſe of obligation and infly 
ence may appear ſtrange to you, who have been 
little converſant in the ways of man; but, to a mord 
extended view of life, canſtant obſervation ſhews, tha 
conferring a great benefit aQuually extinguiſhes grati 
tude, inſtead of raiſing it higher ; and that the mean 
er the hands into which power is intruſted, the mor 
exorbitant and tyrannical the uſe they make of i 
Whether this ariſes from a conſciouſneſs of inabilit 
to pay ſo great a debt, and a conſequent defiret 
cancel it, by an abſolute breach that may, at the ſam 
time, alſo ſupport the debtor's pride, and ſeem t 
hide the obligation, by an implied diſavowal in th 
former caſe, and from a delire of returning the tyra 
ny felt before, in the latter, would be a curious an 
not unprofitable diſquiſition, but ſhall be reſerved t 
another place, where the occaſion will illuſtrate 
more forcibly ; and only the juſtice of the obſervatio 
as to the preſent caſe in particular, proved by a fe 
out of innumerable inſtances of the ſame kind, 

Of all the methods of diffipating wealth, and pr 
cipitating ruin, the moſt ſpeedy and effeQual is gan 
ing. The preſent prevalence of the paſſion for t 
vice (for to call it by any other name would be a fal 
tenderneſs) among all ranks and ſexes, has been a 
ready often obſerved, as it is in the charaQeriſtic (> 


the times. However, to ſoften the horror, with whi o 
the barefaced practice of it, by the fairer ſex, m A 
{trike every rational mind, it is blended with matte 6 


of meer amuſement, and repreſented only as an 1nn 
cent method of relieving converſation, when a 0! 
ber of perſons meet in public company, which ml 
otherwiſe languiſh and grow tireſome, or elſe fal: 
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z improper ſubjects, 'This ingenious expedient has 
wen riſe to thoſe meetings, at the houſes of the 
exteſt faſhion, which from the noiſe, buſtle, and 
znfuſion, inſeparable from ſuch crouds, are empha- 
cally called Rowts, In theſe, the miſtreſs of the houſe 
ways preſides, and, conſequently, attendance at 
em is looked upon as a compliment peculiar to her, 
nd 1 which her huſband has no ſhare. For this 
zzſon, the greater the croud colle&ted, the more im- 
xrtant the entertainer appears, and therefore, no 
ins or expence is ſpared in inducing them to attend. 
From the charaQer already given of the wife of this 
ateman, it may be concluded, that ſhe exerted all 
r efforts, to make a figure, by the frequency and 
atneſs of her own routs, and by the profuſion with 
hich ſhe gamed away her money ar thoſe of others. 
Imever, the mode was become ſo univerſal, and fo 
zerly purſued, that ſhe ſoon found it was impoſlible 
jr her to diſtinguiſh herſelf in the manner ſhe defired, 
ſhe could not ſtrike out ſome new way ; but 1n this 
ewas not long at a loſs, the boldneſs of her genius 
ompting her to try an expedient, which no one be- 
re her had dared to venture upon. 

This was to fix her routs upon the day ſet apart, 
jlaws human and divine, for the duties of religion, 
Id which till! then, had been held ſacred to theſe 
Wore, from every kind of buſineſs and recreation, 
bold a ſtroke necefiarily attraRed the notice of the 
Wiblic, and, the remiſfneſs of the legiſlator overlook- 
Wit, the crouds, who, from an inſenſibility to 
Woe duties, were utterly at a loſs how to get rid of 
MW much time, gladly embraced the opportunity, and 
Wicked to her in numbers, that amply ſatisfied her 
Wvition. Such ſucceſs and impunity ſoon made her 
ampleimitated ; but, as ſhe had led the way, the 
ki; of that ſecured her from being ſupplanted by 
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any rival, and having her company decoyed fig 
her, | y 

The circumſtances of her huſband's birth, and 

principles in which he had been educated, made hij 

_ at firſt look upon ſuch, an inſult upon religion, wi 
the ſtrongeſt horror : but ſhe made light of his ſer 
ples, and over-ruled all his objeQions, with ſuch 
abſolute authority, that, for peace ſake, he was obliy 
ed to ſubmit, and join in what he dared not contri 
dic, till he has at l-ngth forfeited the acquaintan 
of every ſerious, rational, and religious perſon, 

He was, at firſt, greatly affeted at this falling of 
and much diſtrefled to think what it could proces 
from, as he was not ſenſible of any deviation in h 
own ſentiments, from the principles which had mac 
his acquaintance ſought by every man of ſenſe an 
virtue; but an accident ſoon opened his eyes to thi 
abſurdity of his ſituation, 

The acquaintance, upon which he juſtly ſet t 
greateſt value, was with a prelate of diſtinguiſh 
merit and virtue, an . intimate friend of his difeaſ 

father. With him he ſpent the happieſt hours of h 
life ; and, in the wiſdom and piety of his converſ: 
tion, found relief for his ſick heart, from the follic 
* and riotous exceſſes which he was a ſlave to at hom 
Though he always met with the moſt benevolent an 
friendly reception from this worthy perſon, yet t 
coolneſs with which he found himſelf treated | 
ſome others, made his apprehenſion ſo ready to tak 
alarm, that, upon his grace's not returning a viſit 
two with the exateſt punQualty, either from fickne 
or ſome neceſſary engagement, he could not help ex 
preſſing his uneafineſs, with ſuch warmth, when | 
went to ſee him next, that his grace, who, thoug 
he deſpiſed ceremony, would not give pain or offen 
to any perſon, eſpecially one for whom he had 
ſiicere an eſteem, accounted for his late omifiio 
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yy giving the real reaſon of it, and told him that he 
could do bimſelf the pleaſure of going to fee him 
ny day when he might be ſure. of finding him at 
ome. 
The gentleman anſwered, that, if his grace would 
ppoint any day agreeable and convenient to him, he 
hould gladly break through all engagements, and 
tend to receive him. This was a ſtrain of com- 
laifance which the prelate would not agree to, but 
iſted upon knowing what day he was uſually at 
ome, when he would call upon him, in a friendly 
anner, without putting him to the trouble of waiting 
jr him in particular. | 
The aFeRionate, fincere manner in which this was 
id, was fo pleaſing to the gentleman, that it put 
im entirely off his guard, and he anſwered eager]y, 
d without ever confidering, that the next day was 
unday, when he was always at home, This was ' 
ity true; he was always at home on that day, 
cauſe it was his lady's day for ſeeing company z 
he had in the leaſt refleQed ' on which, he would 
er have appointed his grace to come, as he was 
nile, that he ſhould for ever forieit his acquaint- 
ce by it. 
Though that was a day which the prelate dedicated 
employments of a very difterent nature from pay- 
WW: complimentary viſits, there was ſomething in the 
meſtneſs of the manner in which the gentleman ap- 
inted it, that made him apprehend he had ſome 
ret uneaſineſs upon his mind, which he wanted to 
mmunicate for aſſiſtance or advice, wherefore he 
mplted without heſitation, nor did the other ever 
ve the impropriety of what he had done, till 
was too late to be remedied. | 
Por his grace going the next evening, as he had 
omiſed, was not a little ſurpriſed to find a croud of 
iches before the door ; for he had never heard of, 
Vol, 3": O 
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nor ſuſpeRted the ſcene that was aRing, but howeyer, 
being informed that his friend was at home, he 
thought it beſt to proceed, and ſo, alighting from 
his chariot, was ſhewn up into a room, where there 
was a mixed multitude ſeriouſly engaged at cards, 

The very mention of ſuch a ſcene would have ſtruck 
him with horror ; judge then what his ſentiments 
muſt be at the ſight ; and particularly to be betrayed 
to it, as he imagined, on purpoſe to inſult him, by 
a man whom he eſteemed, and whoſe father he had 
ſincerely loved. As ſoon as he had recovered himſc| 
from his aſtoniſhment, he direaly turned about and 
departed, juſt as he was perceived by the maſter 0 
the houſe, whoſe confuſion at his own indiſcretion, 
in appointing ſuch a time, which he inſtantly recol 
leed, is not to be deſcribed. He ſtarted from his 
chair, and exclaiming. ** Good God, what have | 
«« done ??—would have followed him direRly, if his 
lady, with whom he wes playing, and who was juſt 
then dealing, had not ſtopped him, and inſiſted 0 
knowing what was the matter. 

«© Good God, madam (ſaid he, in the utmoſt con 
«*« fuſion and diſtreſs) did not you ſee his grace come 
« to the door this moment ? I was to pay him a vill 
«c yeſterday, and unfortunately engaged him to re 
* turn it this evening, without ever conſidering tha 
© it was your night.” —** Andis that all (anſwered ſhe 
_ £* who had gone on with her dea!, and juſt turned uj 
*© an ace) then pray ſit ſtill, and play your cards 
«© you ſee clubs are trumps ! his grace may come at 
«c proper time, if he pleaſes !”— 

Great as the huſband's diſtreſs was, the accen 
with which theſe words were ſpoken, nailed him t 
his chair ; ſo that he was forced to let his grace g 
home, and remain that night in an opinion ſo paint 
and injurious to him. But he laid not his head 
reſt, till he had written his grace a letter of apol 
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egy for his miſtake, which he candidly acknowleged, 
and conjured him to forgive, in the moſt earneſt ; 
manner, 

The imaginary inſult, of being trepanned rinto 
ſuch a ſcene, had at firſt provoked his grace beyond, 
the uſual evenneſs of his remper; but he had 
time to cool before he received the letter (for he 
never lay down in anger, nor aroſe but in charity 
with all mankind) and reading it diſpaiſionately, was 
ſo moved at the ſituation into which he found his 
friend fallen, that all thoughts of perſonal reſent- 
ment vaniſhed, and he anſwered it with the greateſt 
humanity and tenderneſs, drawing the folly and dan- 
ger of ſuch a complaiſance in their proper {trength, 
and urging his return to the practice of his own prin- 
cples, with every argument of reafon, virtue, and 
religion, promiſing to renew his acquaintance, with 
the ſame, or greater intimacy than before, as loqn as 
he ſhould defiſt from ſuch an impious profanation and 
abuſe of a day made ſacred, to piety and devotion, 
by every civil and religious law ; till he ſhould do 
which, it was inconſiſtent with his character and 
principles to keep up any farther intercourſe with a 
perſon in ſuch circumſtances. 

The juſtice of this reaſoning was acknowledged by 
the perſon to whom it was addreſſed, and the loſs 
which followed the negle© of it, ſeverely felt; but 
he wanted reſolution to reſume the authority, that 
#25- neceſſary for putting 1t in execution, and fo 
poorly ſubmits, againſt his better judgment, to all 
the impoſitions of a tyranny, which was firſt ereQed 
upon his folly, and {till ſubſiſts by his indolence. 
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CHAP. XVII. I 


Continued : Confufton worſe confounded, rout on rout : The he 
transformation of a conſtable into a devil, introduces a 
feory of the devil's terrifying a famous cardinal, by dan- © 
cing in maſquerade, and frightens a polite aſſembly into a T 
fit of devotion, which laſts a whole night with moſt of ti 
them. A glimpſe of the courage of a modern man of ho- Wl 


NOUY. 


UT, though ſuch meetings as theſe are held in MW 
apparent defiance of the laws, you muſt not Ii tt 
imagine, that thoſe who go to them are inſenfible of W#* 
the impropriety, or unapprehenſive of the danger of Wii! 
ſuch a conduct. By danger, I mean the immediate M#* 
one, from the ſecular power, for that of the divine Wi 
wrath they never give themſelves the trouble of {ll 
thinking about, 
Of this a remarkable inſtance happened at this Wil: 
place, not very long after the affair of his grace, A Wane 
gentleman of humour, as well as reaſon, who was Wil 
Intimate in this gentleman's family, and had oftey4 {W"' 
ſtrove in vein to convince his lady of the diſagreeable I": 
conſequences that might attend ſuch an avowed dil- of 
regard to decency, at leaſt, reſolved to take another I - 

* method, and try what effeR ridicule and ſhame might wh 


have, where every argument from reaſon had failed. W | 

Accordingly, one night in the midſt of the riot, te I": 
contrived to have it whiſpered in the company, that ſar 
a neighbouring coxfable, remarkable for puniſhing I" 
every offence, for which he Cid not receive a proper lec 
compolition, intended to come with the church- he 
wardens, and all the pariſh officers at his heels, and la 


interrupt their Civerfion ; and drefling himſclf exactly 
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like the conſtable, whom he nearly reſembled in ſ1ze 
and figure, and buckling on a wooden leg, like him, 
in he ſtalks among thew, juſt as the ſervant announ- 
ced his coming, by the name of the conſtable, whom 
he perſonated. 
| It is impoſſible to deſcribe the aſtoniſhment and 
confuſion of the whole company at ſuch an attack ! 
Tho” there were ſeveral preſent, whoſe rank placed. 
them above his authority, ſurpriſe and conſciouſneſs 
of their guilt ſo far deprived them of all reſolution 
and preſence of mind, that they joined in the juſt 
fear of the reſt, and attempted to make an ignomi- 
nious eſcape with them. The candles were all in- 
fantly put out, the windows broke open, and ftars 
ind ribbons were ſeen among the croud, that leaped 
into the court, and ran thro” the ſtreets, without re- 
rarding dirt or cold, while the more timorous ſex 
tood petrified with fear, uncertain which to face, 
ſhame or danger. 

In the mean time, the pretended conſtable rock 
the advantage to flip off his wooden leg, tye-wig, 
and long cioak, Juſt as the ſervants had taken the 
arm, and come in to ſee what was the matter, and 
ſo had an opportunity of enjoying the whole ſcene, 
without danger of being ſuſpeRed for. the aythor 
of it, 

The firſt queſtion which the lady of the houſe, 
mole ative ſpirit firſt recovered itſelf, aſked, was, 
Vhat was become of the conſtable, and who let him 
i? At the mention-of a conſtable, the ſervants all 
ſtared, as not one of them knew any thing of him ; 
and the very ſervant, who had announced his entrance, _ 
leclared he had never heard a word of him, for, as 
he had not told his office, not one of them had the 
aſt notion of ſuch a perſon's preſuming to come a- * 
bong them. But upoa telling his name, and deſcrih- 
ug his :ppearance, their ſurpriſe was changed the 
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other way; they all remembered his entrance, but 
every one of them poſitively inſiſted that he had nat 
gone back; ſo that the queſtion now was, What 
_ could poflibly have become of him ? as his leaping 
out of the window, as the others had gallantly done, 
was neither neceflary, nor indeed poſlible for him to 
do, maimed as he was. 

While they were all forming ſagatious conjeQures, 
on ſo ſtrange and unaccountable an affair, the meta. 
morphoſed conſtable, who had joined in the conver: 
ſation, ſaid to an old lady, who ſeemed more ſtrong- 
ly affeted than any other of the company, that the 
oddneſs of this affair put him in mind of one not 
very unlike it in many circumſtances, which he had 
read, in accounts of good authority, to have happen- 
ed in France, during the minority of Leawis XIV. 

'This raiſed the curioſity of all that heard him, whe 
immediately crouded round him, and defired him te 
tell it. At firſt he ſeemed rather unwilling, and ver 
gravely prefaced his ſtory, with declaring, that for 
His part he believed nothing of the matter, though he 
owned it was related by writers of undoubted verac! 
ty, and atteſted in a manner almoſt' beyond any fad 
he had ever read in hiſtory. Having thus prepare 
them for ſomething ext#aordinary, he proceede( 
thus: © You know, Madam (addreſſing himſelf tc 
«© the old lady, to whom he had firſt mentioned it 
« and whom he knew plumed herſelf not a litt| 
«© upon her knowlege in /ecret hiſtory, every thin 
«© that bore the name of which ſhe had read, ant 
<< implicitely believed every word of) that, in ti 
«© minority of Lewis the Great, Mazarine, who g0 
«< verned the kingdom, took everv method of divert 
«*< ing the attention of the young monarch from ſtate 
'«< affairs, by all kinds of pleaſurable entertainmen 
**© that could be deviſed.” —<* True, Sir,” (anſwere 


the old lady, who could not poſſibly reſtrain he 
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deſire of ſhewing her knowledge) ** And that is 
« ſaid to have influenced the condue of his future 
« life, in that expenſive pomp and vain magnificence, 
« which attraQted the admiration of foreigners, while 
« jt exhauſted and ruined his ſubjeas, Hem ! hem ! 
« but I beg pardon, Sir ! pray don't let me interrupt 
T you," '— 


«c 
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« As this Mazarine was an Jtalian, you know, 
Madam (continued he, to which ſhe afſented with 
a nod, as ſhe conſtantly did) it was natural for him 
to have a fondneſs for the entertainments of his. 
own country; he therefore introduced the 7talian 
opera into France. The firſt time it was preſented 
one of the principle parts of the entertainment 
confliſted of a comic dance that was performed by 
ſix of the nimbleſt caperers in all 7aly, At firſt 
they went on expertly, and with great applauſe ; 
but immediately found themſelves at a loſs, and 
were unable to proceed any further, being put out 
by the intruſion of a ſtrange dancer, who came 
among them no body could tell how, and diſcon- 
certed the entire ſcheme of their dance, which 
had been calculated only for their own number. 
This at length threw them into ſuch confuſion, 
that they were obliged to ſtand ſtill! when the 
manager of the entertainment coming to them, to 
ſee what was the matter, perceived ' the cauſe of 
their confuſion,» and obliged them all to unmaſk 
(for they were dreſſed exaQtly alike, and wore 
maſks) that he might dete& and ſeize the imperti- - 
tent intruder ; when, to his and the utter aſto- 
niſhment of every one preſent, he vaniſhed as un- 
accountably as he had come, tho? the eyes of the 
whole houſe were upon him, aud there appeared 
to be no more than the original number, and the 
ſame perſons who began the dance. I believe, 
Madam, you may recolle& the other circumſtances 
O4 
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** of the ſtory, which I do not chuſe to mention, on 
*< this occaſion ; they are told in the ſecret memtirs 

* of cardinal Mazarine.”—** I do, Sir, (returned 
= « with great emotion) remember ſomething of 
*© it, But really” —*< Dear Madam, interrupted a- 
** nother, whoſe curioſity was raiſed too high to 
*© bear a moment's delay) pray let the gentleman pro. 
*« ceed! When he has ended, if he omits any thing, 
*c you may then inform uy farther! Pray, Sir, do 


_ ©* proceed.” — 


*© Why really, Madam, continued he, under W5 
*< apparent confuſion) I am at a loſs how to aR, and 
** had much rather be excuſed ; however, ] muſt beg 
*© leave to obſerve, that, for my own part, I do not 
« believe a ſingle ſyllable of all the ſtories of ghoſts, 
«© and apparitions, and devils, and ſuch-like ſtuff, 
<< that ever were told ; though this ſtory in particular 
«© j5 told in a manner, and confirmed with circum- 
«© ſtances, not eaſy to be contradicted.” 

This ſolemn preface raiſed the curioſity of them all 
to a torture, and alarmed apprehenſions, that would 
not admit of a moment's ſuſpence. *©* Dear Sir, pray 
«« proceed” (echoed from an hundred mouths at once, 
as they preſſed cloſer to him) ** the gentleman bowed 
and continued ; ** the whole company was now thrown 


«© jnto a confuſion as great as that of the dancers : 


* they had all reckoned a ſeventh perſon, and the 
*© connoiſſeurs in particular, had obſerved that one 
« of them had ſhewn a greater agility, and cut 
«« higher, than any one they had ever ſeen before, 


«© and indeed than they thought it poſſible for any hu-. 
«© man perſon to do. This hint alarmed the whole 


« houſe, and it was immediately concluded, that the 
« devil had maliciouſfly joined'in the dance, on pur- 
*© poſe to ſpoil their ſport: an opinion which, one or 
* two unlucky circumſtances ſeem to give weight to, 


«© which were, . that all the dancers had beep drefſed 
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« like devils, the opera being, The Fall of Man, and 
« the dance exhibited, as a triumph of the devils, 
* upon the occaſion, and that it was ated on a Sur- 
« day evening. Trifling as theſe circumſtances really 
« were, they-threw the whole audience into a con- 
« ſternation ſome direCtly fancied the candles burnt 
« blue, others, that the place ſmelt ſtrong of ſulphur ; 
« and one more impudently fooliſh than all the reſt, 
« jnſiſted, that he had obſerved the clowen foot ; but 
« what 1s molt ſurpriſing of all, was, that the cardi- 
© nal, who could not be ſuſpected of ſuperſtition, 
« was ſo atfected by it, that he ordered the houſe to 
« be diſmiſſed diretly, and that opera never to be 


« pertormed again, nor any other, on a Suraay, 


« which was obſerved during his lite, and for ſome 
« time after,” | 
It is impoſſible for words to deicribe the ſituation of 
the company, at the concluſion of this itory. Ar the 
mention of the candles burning blue, all turned theic 
eyes about, and fancied the fame ; as to their ſmelling 
ſulphur, 1t was more thay imagination, the pretended 
coattable having taken an opportunity, while they 
vere all in confuſion, ,to throw, unperceived, a com- 
potition which he had brought with him on purpoſe, 
into the fire, which had filled the room with a inolt 
ſulphureous ſmell, and more than one of the compai:y 
declared, they thought they ſaw a cloven toot, or fome- 
thing very like it fly out of the window, 
The ſcene was now changed to an appearance real- 
ly frightiul. Every lengthened viſage was as pale as 
death, every haggard. eye ſtaring ia wild affrighr. 
The old lady to whom.the tale had been particularly 
acarefſed, confirmed every {yllable of it, and added 
many circumſtances from ſeciet hiſtories, of her own 
immediate invention ; and every one pr eſent had ſome 


imilar ſtory to tell in ſupport of it ; till they at. 


ength terrified ore anothes to that degree, that they 
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were afraid to look around, or even to raiſe their 
voices to bid their ſervants prepare for their depar. 
ture. 

| The gentlemen pleaſed at the ſucceſs of his artifice, 
reſolved to improve it to the utmoſt, and take advan. 
tage of their preſent fituation, to work them up to 
fome aQiion, that ſhould make them aſhamed, at 
leaſt, ever to be guilty of the like profanation of that 
ſacred day again : © Defend us, heaven !” (exclaimed 
he, fixing his eyes with horror, on one of the windows) 
«© What can that be?” This completed their terror : 

they all believed the devil was returning to , deſtroy 
them, for the boldeſt of them all had not the ſpirit 
to turn her eyes, to ſee what he looked at, and joined 
mott devoutly in his ejaculation to heaven for de- 
fence. 

_ He ſaw this was the proper moment for what he 
intended, and fo dropping ſuddenly upon his knees, 
In which they all followed his example, he repeated 
aloud the confeſſion in the ſervice of the church, ad- 
ding, with particular emphaſis, to the ſins of commil- 
ſion, this of breaking the Sabbath, and to thoſe of 
 omiſhon, the negle& of the duties of religion, to 
which it was devoted ; and concluded with a ſolemn 
vow, never to be guilty of either again, if heaven 
would remit its wrath, and ſpare them for the pre- 
ſent. 

| All the while he had been performing this ceremo- 
ny, he had kept his eyes fixed upon the window, and, 
at the end of it, exclaimed in a rapture, ** Our vows 
«« are heard! it vaniſhes ! the danger is over !!—Up- 

on which he aroſe, as did they all, and fell into a 
moſt ſerious and deyout converſation, upon ſo ſignal 
an inſtance of divine favour and mercy, while their 
coaches and chairs were petting ready to carry them 
home, when they retired with thoughts yery ditie- 
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rent from thoſe which they uſually brought from ſuch 
places. 

rb hough every lady i in the company had been fright-. 
ened 1nto a fit of devotion, by what had happened, 
none ſuffered ſo ſeverely by it as the lady of the houſe, 
who, notwithſtanding the public contempt ſhe ſhewed 
for religion, was fo fearful cf ghoſts and hobgoblins, 
that after having perſuaded her huſband to lay out a 
large ſum of money) much more than prudence would 


have permitted) in repairing and fitting up, in the 


modern taſte, a beautiful antique caſtle that was upon 
his eitate, upon hearing that a particular apartment 
in it was haunted by a ſpirit, quitted it direatly, and 
never could be prevailed to fleep a ſecond night 1a it. 
As ſoon, therefore, as the company were all gone, 
and ſhe left to her own meditations, her fears recur- 
red ſo faſt upon her, that ſhe fell into fits, which 


ſeemed to threaten her with the total loſs of her rea- 


fon, raving of devils and damnation, and railing a- 
gainſt cards, and Sabbath breaking, with all the ve- 
hemence of a modern enthuſiaſt, among his mad bre- 
thren in Moorfields. But this did not laſt long ! the 


gentleman, to avoid deteRion, had been obliged to _ 


leave his tye-wig, cloak, and wooden leg behind him. 
Theſe, which were found upon clearing out the apart- 
ments, unravelled the whole myſtery of the affair, 
and ſhewed that it had been all a trick ; nor was the 
lady long at a loſs for the author of it ; (for the firſt 
mention of the diſcovery had put an end to her fits of 
tear. and devotion)- the pains he had often taken to 


perſuade her againſt theſe meetings, on this particu- 
lar day, and the zeal he ſhewed in the late affair, con-. 


vinced her it was all tranſaRed by him. This threw 
her into the moſt violent rage againſt him ; but it was 
impoilible to prove, and he denied the fat when 
charged with it, ſhe could have no other ſatisfaftion 
of him, than that of diſappointing his defign, by re- 
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turning to her former praGice with double eagerneſs, 
and aggravating the ſcandal of it by every aG of irre. 
ligion and profaneneſs that fhe could deviſe, in which 
hopeful courſe ſhe ſtill perſiſts, 

As for the male part of the company, who had ſo 
manfully leaped out of the windows, and made their 
eſcape through the cold and dirt of the night ; ſome 
of them caught colds, that coſt them their noſes, and 
one or two loſt their lives in duels, which they fought 
in vindication of their characters, from ſo ſcandalous 
an aſperſion, for it was thought proper to deny the 
whole ſtory. 


CHAP. XVII. 


- 


Continued : Maternal tenderneſs of an uncommon kind, 4 
moſt magnificent wedding diſappointed, by an unhappy in- 
flance of female frailty. A new method of calculating 
general opinion. An unlucky accident changes a ſcene of 
joy into grief, and afforas an uſeful caution to old age 
and infirmity, to guide their fleps with proper care. A 
drawn battle. An inftance of fell revenge makes room 
for a firanger, who reflores general harmony. 


OR is ſhe content with offering this flagrant 
1aſult to religiun and law; the tendereſt feel- 


1:gs of nature are alſo wantonly made the obje&s of 


her grofleſt ridicule, in the abſurdity of which, to ſhew 
her matrimonial power in its utmoſt plenitude, ſhe 
obliges her paſſive mate to bear his fooliſh part, and 
ſacrifice common ſenſe, as he had before done con- 
ſcience, to her capricious tyranny, 

As ſhe has no children, upon whom ſhe can diſplay 
maternal care and love, ſhe affets holding the im- 
portant and inexpreſlible tenderneſs and duty of thele, 
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in the loweſt contempt ; and, to ſhew this in the moſt 
elaring coJours, proſtitutes them upon ſome inſigni- 
fcant animal, in all the ſolemn pomp and parade of 

ceremony, uſual on ſuch occaſions, to make the ridi- 
cule more ſtriking. 

The pretent worthy objeR of her affe&ion is an ow!/, 
which ſhe carefſes and treats with all the endear- 
ments of A darling child ; calling it the fondeſt 
names, talking to 1t for hours together, every. Sunday 
morning, and entertaining her moſt intimate acquain- 
tances with a particular detail of its engaging qualities 
and ſenſible ations! nor does her humour ttop here ; 
ſe dreiſes her favourite in all the fantaſtic extrava- 
gance of the mode, makes a complimentary inquiry 
iter 3ts health, part of the ceremonial of her ac- 
quaintance, and celebrates the aniverſfary of its birth, 
vith the expenſive magnificence of a public enter- 
tinment, when the dear creature is produced, with 
all the ceremony and ſtate of a royal babe, to receive 
the praiſe and careſfles of the company ; and to finiſh. 
the farce, her huſband is obliged ro aR his part, and 
5oin with her in receiving the congratulations patd 
upon the happy occaſion. | 

Perhaps you will imagine, that ſuch an account- 
able caprice, is meanr to expoſe the ſervility of com- 
plaiſance, and ſhew to what an height it is capable of 
being ſtrained, tro gratify the humours of the rich, 
duch a concluſion 1s not unnatural, nor the genera 
atire implied in it, unjuſt; but here, in reſpect to 
her, it does not hold, for the has no ſuch aim in view, 
nor thinks of any thing beyond the immediate grati-" 
fication of her own whim ; on the contrary, ſhe would 
be as ready to pay the ſame compliment to any of her 
acquaintance, if they required it: indeed, the ſhare 
ſhe makes her huſband take in the ceremony, bears a 
different conſtruction, and is Py ſeen to be de- 


” 


lgned as a moſt ſeyers and infolent civicule upon him, 


; 
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as it 1s no ſecret, that ſhe imputes her want of chil- 
dren to his fault ; a charge, which Mis blind ſubmiſ- 
fion to her will, makes not improbable, 

But this is not the firſt inſtance of the extravagance 
of her humour, nor he the only one who has been 
made the obje& of public ridicule WM it ; though he 
has never miſled of his ſhare. 

Before her preſent favourite, a cat engroſled her 
fondneſs in as eminent a degree, but unhappily loſt 
that and her life together, by a ſlip of female frailty ; 
for ſlighting the example of her miſtreſs's chaſtity, 
ſhe had taken an opportunity to carry on an intrigue 
with a cat in the neighbourhood, whom ſhe uſed to 
meet in the evenings upon the leads of the houſe, 
while her miſtreſs was abroad, and her own attend- 
ants engaged in parties of pleaſure below ſtairs. 

This unfortunately broke through all her miſtreſs's 
great deſigns, -who was juſt then in a treaty for a mar- 
riage, between her and the male favourite of a lady 
of quality in Paris, the preliminaries of which were 
all ſettled, and nothing remaining, but to determine 
where the wedding thould be celebrated ; ſhe, for the 
honour of the ſex, demanding, that the gallant ſhould 
wait upon his miſtreſs, and the other inſiſting upon 
the example of all royal marriages, where the bride 
goes to the bridegroom ; a reaſon ſo.juſt, that the 
heroine of our tale diſputed it, only for form-ſake, 
and was preparing to ſet out for Paris, with her buſ- 
band and a grand retinue, to ſolemnize the wedding, 
as ſoon as the proxy, which had been propoſed to be 


ſent by the other party, ſhould arrive. 


Upon the firlt diſcovery of it, therefore, by appa- 
rent ſymptoms of the trail one's pregnancy, the whole 
houſe was in an uproar, every ſervant turned off, and 
a council of her moſt intimate friends dire&ly ſum- 
moned, to confider, what was to be done in ſuch an 


emergency, and how the treaty of marriage could be 
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broke off, without giving offence to the other parties, 
or expoſing her own diſgrace. After much and ma- 
ture deliberation, it was reſolved to ſend an expreſs 
immediately to Paris, to prevent the proxy's ſetting 
out, and to apologize for breaking of the marriage, 
on account of a pre-contract, 'into which madam Gr;- 
nalkin had inconfiderately entered, without the know- 
l:dge of her miſtreſs; and, to make this embaſly the 
more reſpe&ed and effe&ual, the perſon thought moit 
proper to be ſent upon it was her huſband, who ac- 
cordingly was obliged to ſet out on his journey dire&- 
ly, but was reſcued from the ridicule of it, by a fit 
of the gout which arreſted him at his firſt ſtage, fo 
that he was forced to transfer the honour of the em- 
ployment to his gentleman, who acquitted himſelf of 
it with great reputation. 

But this was not the only diſtreſs, in which this un- 
fortunate miſbehaviour of the favourite involved her 
miſtreſs. In the firſt tranſports of her rage, the had 
ordered her to be taken out of her preſence, and pub- 
licly vowed that ſhe would never fee her more : but, 
when her reſentment cooled a little, her former iond- 
neſs returned, and ſhe cou!d not bear the thought of 
abandoning her, for a firſt fault, ro the low lite of a 
common cat, or depriving herſelf of the pleaſure ſhe 
enjoyed 1n her company. But the difficulty was how 
to receive her again into favour, conliſtently with the 
purity of her own charaRer, and without ſeeming, in 
ſome meaſure, to countenance the incontinency ſhe 
had been guilty of, by ſuch lenity. While ſhe was 
in this perplexity between delicacy and love, her in- 
ſtruor to the moſt important ſcience of gaming, moſt 
uuckily happened to pay her a morning viſit, to give 
her a leQture, and to inform her of ſore new diſcove- 
ries he had made in his myſterious art. As ſhe knew 
that he was a nice caſuiſt, the moment he approached 
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her toilet, ſhe informed him of the whole affair, ang 
Gelired his advice, 
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After taking ſome time to deliberate upon the caſe, 
Madam (laid the lage, thaking his hoary head, 
and extending the fore-finger of his right hang) 
this 1s a very difhcult point to decide : however, | 
have calculated the chances on each fide, and haye 
found that the odds are as ſeven, one fourth, and 


two fifteenths to five, nearly (ior it would be too 


great a trouble for you, to examine the proof of it 
in more minute fraQtions) in favour of your receiy. 
ing the offender 11ito your good graces again, which 
I prove thus, alli the ladies 1n the world are liable 
to ſome failing or other ; now, as from weakneſs of 
conſtitution, derived from the goodneſs of their fa- 
milies, or brought on by their own intenſe applica- 
cation, to the pleaſures of polite life, there are 
act above five out of almoſt eight, who are guilty 
of this particular fuibie (I mean among people of 
faſhion, ſuch as youu converie with) it 1s evident 
that there will be almoſt eight who will not condemn 
your conduQt, tor five who will ; 1t being the ge- 
neral maxim, always to exclaim againſt the faults 
of which we are guilty ourſelves, to deceive the ge- 
nerality of the world, and make an appearance of 
our being innoceut of thein. If this reaſoning 


does not appear plain, I will draw it out at length, 


and adapt the calculations to the general rules of 
Iii, ſo that they may be proved by the cards, as 
the method moſt familiar to you, to ſatisfy your 
own ſcruples, and anſwer the objections of your 
triends, for Jadies cannot be too circumſpe@t in at- 
fairs of this kind, where ſo deep a ſtake 1s played 
tor, The fcheme will not take up much time to 
draw ; nor be attended with much expence, not 
above tweuty pieces, or ſome ſuch trifle; for you 
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i know I never am in the leaſt unreaſonable with my 
© friends, 
This judicious ſolution was ſo agreeable to her, 
that ſhe ſaw the juſtice of it direQly, and embraced it 
vithout a moment's delay, ordering the poor delin- 


quent to be immediately brought to her, and, after a 


little gentle chiding, almoſt killing it with her careſſes. 
As to the ſage caſuiſt, ſhe thanked him for his deci- 
fon, and, having received his leQure, deſired him to 
reduce his arguments into the form he propoſed, as 
ſoon as he pleaſed, as ſhe never had any objeRion to 


his demands, 'and then diſpatched cards immediately 


to all her acquaintances, to inform them of the recon= 


ciation, and invite them to an eng-rtainment, which | 


ſe gave on the happy occaſion. | 

Accordingly they all attended, and poured out thelc 
compliments in the moſt polite profuſion ; but, in 
the height of their joy, an unfortunate accident hap- 
pened, that erin an their congratulation into con- 
dolence. 

As the dear creature was handed about, to receive 
the careſſes of the company, an elderly gentlewoman, 
to ſhew her extreme fondneſs for it, by keeping it as 
long as ſhe could upon her boſom, would needs carry 
it herſelf to a lady of qualify, who ſat at the other 
ide of the room, and defired to have it brought to 
her ; but, ſtriving to be more alert, than her paralytic 
tottering would permit, ſhe fell at her length up- 


on the Hloor, and almoſt cruſhed the poor animal to 


death. 


You may conceive what a confuſion this threw the 
whole company into : the cat ſcreamed, the old lady 


roared, and the voice of all preſent echoed a general ' 


exclamation : and to heighten the diſtreſs, they all got 
Uþ at once, and, ruſhing together to raiſe the fallen 
pair, hindered each other ſo, that they lay ſtruggling 


n no very agrecable ſituation, or decent poſture on. 


Yor. I, P 


IC TC oy ecern——_———— 


er read © -<—_— 


" _— - 


by \ 
: 
\ 
l 
: 


i. 
k 
} 
: 
F ? 
4g b } 
4 
z7 


—_—— pA — * - w—_ 


— 4 4 - 


= SES 


240 CHRYSAL: Os, Tus 
the floor ; for the cat enraged at the injury ſhe hag 
received, exerted all her ſtrength for revenge, ang 
fixed her claws in the face and neck of her ſuppoſed 
enemy, growling with the moſt envenomed ſpite, 
which made the innocent author of her diſaſter roar, 
kick, and ſprawl, with all her might, as ſhe was un. 
able to,diſengage herſelf from the claws of her furi- 
ous adverſary, or even riſe from the ground where 
ſhe lay. . 

At length, ſome of the company made a ſhift tc 
raiſe, and part the combatants ;; when the poor gen- 
tlewoman was hurried to her chair, with her face and 
neck all in a ſtream of blood, the attention of the 
company being entirely taken up with the fright ol 
the lady of the fiouſe, for the danger of her fa 
vourite. | | 

The ſpirit and ſtrength which ſhe had ſhewed in re 
venging of the injury ſhe had received, was ſome 
conſolation to her miſtreſs, as it ſeemed to fhew tha 
ſhe could not have been very much hurt ; but one 0 
the company, happening to mention her condition 
renewed her fright, and made her reſolve inſtantly 


ro ſend for one of the moſt eminent male praQttioners 
of the obſtetric art, to inquire into. the circumſtance: 


of her caſe, and adminiſter any afliſtance that migh 
be necefiary, upon the unhappy occaſion. 

Accordingly, a ſervant was inſtantly diſpatched, i 
the miſtreſs's name to the door, who attended with 


out a moment's delay, imagining, from the urgenc 


_ of the meſſage, that ſome lady of diſtintion migh 
| be taken ill in her houſe, as he knew the lady herſel 
could have no occaſion for him, and the footma 
could give him no farther information, than tha 
ſome accident had happened in the company, 0 


which there was the uſual croud. As ſoon as bY 


arrived, he was ſhewn direQly into the drawing-room 
whither the lady, with a few ſele& friends, had re 
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tired, where one of them leading him up to her, and 
lifting up an handkerchief, that covered the poor 
dear creature in her lap, opened the caſe to him, for 
the miſtreſs's grief was fo great, that ſhe was not able 
to ſpeak. ; 

It is impoſſible to deſcribe the rage, into which this 
threw the doQor : he looked upon it as an inſult not 
to be forgiven ; 3 and, as he could not wreak his re- 
ſentment upon ladies, by any a@ of violence upon 
their perſons, reſolved to ſhew it, by his treatment of 
the creature, for which they implored his affiſtance. 
Accordingly, he ſtooped very gravely, and taking 
out of the miſtreſs's lap, laid it on the ground, and, 
ſetting his heel upon its head, cruſhed it to death, be- 


fore any one had time to interpoſe in its behalf ; then. 
' turning to the lady, whoſe aſtoniſhment was ſo great, 


that ſhe had no power to ſpeak, *« There, Madam! 
* (ſaid he) your favourite is delivered from all dan= 
«« ger of abortion ; but take care, how you provoke 
*« another time, the reſentment of a man, whom no- 
«© body provokes with impunity.” —Saying this, he 
turned about and marched away, leaving the whole 
company, and particularly the miſtreſs of the inno- 
cent victim of his vengeance, in a condition not to be 
expreſſed : ſhe wept, beat her breaſt, ſtamped with 
her feet upon the floor, and vowed the bittereſt ven- 
geance, nor is it eaſy to ſay, how far her paſſion 

might have tranſported her, had not a gentleman en- 
| tered the room that very moment, with a young owl 
in his hand, which he had taken out of the neſt that 
morning. 

The ſovereign remedy for a woman's grief, for 
the loſs of any favourite, whether a cat, a ſparrow, 
or an huſband, 1s a new one. 'The ſight of the owl in- 
ſtantly ſtruck her: it had ſuch a gravity and wiſdom 
in its l00Ks, that ſhe reſolved to make it the coufidant 
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of all her ſecrets, and the only counſellor from whom 
ſhe would take advice, that ſhould contradid her in- 
clinations. Accordingly, poor Grimalkin was order- 
ed to be taken away, and the new favourite received 
in her place. This reſtored the general harmony and 
good humour; and the entertainment, that was de- 
ſigned to celebrate Mrs, Pu/s's reſtoration to her miſ. 
treſs's boſom, ſerved for the reception of the ſtranger, 
However, though a new fafourite confoled the mif. 
treſs for the loſs of the former, ſhe did not negle& to 
Pay proper reſpe to its remains : the body was care. 


fully laid up till next morning, when an eminent un- 


dertaker was ſent for, and orders given for her decent 


Interment. 
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CHAP. XIX. 


More happy fruits of females government. The hiſtory of 
an eminent patroneſs of the polite arts. Her peculiar me- 
thod of ſhewing a diſtinguiſhed tafie and judgment, An 
FAY charge in a bill at an inn. 


LY 


URN your eye now to the ater POD and ob- 
ſerve that ſuperannuated figure of foppery, at 
the upper end of the table, who plumes himſelf like 
a peacock, upon the gaudineſs of his dreſs, and gives 
His contribution with an oſtentation, and affeRed dig- 
nity, that would diſgrace a prince. He is another 
inſtance of the happy fruits of woman's government. 
With all the importance he aſſumes here, in his own 
houſe he is a perfe&t cypher, of no conſequence in 
himſelf, but as he adds to that of his wife. 
So inſignificant a charater may be thought inca- 


pable of affording, either inſtruction or improvement, 


ſufficient to reward the trouble of diſplaying it ; but 
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then it introduces another, to which it ſerves as a 
ſhade, to ſhew the glaring colours of it in a proper 
light, and illuſtrate the vanity, as the former did the 
vice, of female caprice and ambition, 

He had- the ſolid advantage of entering into life 
with a very affluent fortune ; but inſtead of making 
it a means of happineſs to himſelf, and benefit to ſo- 
ciety, by a rational and benevolent uſe; to gratify 
the moſt abſurd avarice, he gave up every enjoyment 
of it, by marrying an heireſs, the known vanity, impe- 
riouſneſs, and extravagance of whoſe temper, ſo far 
overbalanced the greatneſs of her wealth, that no man 
of reaſon and ſpirit, who had any other poſſibly way of 
earning a morſel of bread, would have linked his 
fate to her, 

The conſequence was juſt what he deſerved. The 
moment he became her huſband, ſhe aſſumed the moſt 
abſolute authority over him, and all he poſſeſſed, as 
if the words of their conneftion had been inverted, 
and he had made the covenant of duty and obedience 
to her ; and inſtantly ſet up for the patroneſs of merit 
in all the fine arts and ſciences, to ſhew her ſuperiori- 
ty of genius over the reſt of her ſex. 

Such an ambition diretly marked her out for a 
bubble to all the needy, ſharpening adventurers, who, 
under the pretence of ſuch merit, fly like locuſts to 
this fantaſtic people, from every part of the globe, 
in ſwarms, that literally devour” the fruits of the 
land in ſuch a manner, as to ſtarve the natives, who 
are engaged in the ſame purſuits, and thereby diſ- 
courage and prevent their riſing to that excellence, 
the want of which is objeQed to them. 

For though there may not perhaps be any natural 
difference between the ſexes in the abilities of mind, 
neceflary to form a proper judgment of any ſcience, 
yet the female labours under ſuch diſadvantages from 
2 wrong education, that it is next to impoſſible for a__ 
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woman to exert the. faculties of reaſon in any diſtin. 


ouiſhed degree; the time, when the ſeeds of know. 
ledge ſhould be ſown, being devoted to trifles or ab. 
ſurdities, that deſerve a worſe name, which by theſe 
means take ſuch poſſeſſion of the mind, as to influ- 
ence the condud of the whole life. Some rare in- 
ſtances indeed there are, of women, who break through 
this oppreſſion, and riſe above the prejudices of ſuch 
an education, to a degree of eminence equal to the 
foremoſt of the other ſex; but this requires ſuch an 
uncommon ſtrength of genius, as is indulged to very 
few ; and was by no means the lot of this perſon : 
All her pretenſions to taſte and judgment, being 
founded on her ability to reward them liberally in 
others. But, even in this, her injudicious vanity 
has always marred the good effefts of her generoſity 
and wealth ; for, not being able herſelf, to diſcern real 
merit, and diſdaining to follow the opinions of others, 
for fear of paſſing unnoticed among the crowd, ſhe 
blundered upon the moſt unlucky method of diſtin- 
guiſhing herſelf, that ever entered into an human 
Head ; for, as if her opinion was of more weight 
than than that of all the world beſide, ſhe ſets up to 
contradi& the voice of the public, and always patro- 
nizes thoſe whom they reje& and decry. 

Such a conduR, as I ſaid, naturally lays her open 
to the impoſitions of flattery and fraud : Though ſhe 
profefſes a taſte for all the finer arts, muſic is the par- 
ticular obje& of her favour and encouragement : As 
ſoon as a new performer arrives, if he is in diſtreſs, 
As is almoſt always the caſe, he immediately waits up- 
on this lady, to implore her patronage ; this neceſſari- 
ly introduces a diſplay of his abyities, which ſhe ne- 


ver fails to reward munificently, and profeſs her - 


approbation of, but cautiouſſy, and 1n general terms 
only, that ſhe may retra& it afterwards, ſhould the 
public unluckily join with her, for her opinion Is al» 
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ways in the oppoſite ſcale to that of the reſt of the 
world, But, if he is diſapproved, ſhe takes him un- 
derher immediate protection ; ſhe invites him conſtant- 
ly to her table, ſhe ſupplies him with money, with the 
moſt boundleſs profuſion, and makes parties among 
that croud of company, which her wealth and turn for 
expenſive pleaſure conſtantly colle& about her to ſup- 
port him againſt the favourites of the public : and to 
ſhew, that ſhe does this merely from a ſpirit of con- 
tradi&ion, ſhould the moſt eminent of theſe fall off, 
or be eclipſed by the ſuperior merit of a rival, ſhe in- 
ſantly forgets the animoſities with which ſhe purſued. 
his ſucceſs, and receives him into her prote&ion 
and patronage, admiring his grofſeſt faults, and 
praiſing the very deffes ſhe decried before ; while 
her gentle mate is obliged to ſubmit to this diſſipation 
of his darling wealth, and to be the humble echo of 
her opinions, in all their various changes, without dar- 
ing to interpoſe a word in vindication of his own 
judgment or authority ; but thinking himſelf happy 
;n being permitted ta. make uſe of the pittances of his 
fortune, which he thus contributes to public chari- 
ties, to give him an opportunity of aſſuming the mo- 
mentary conſequence you ſee. 

The many impoſitions which ſhe has ſuffered from | 
theſe rapacious ſycophants, would be ſufficient to make 
any perſon ſee the folly of ſuch a conduQ, who had not 
wilfully reſolved againſt conviction. I ſhall juſt men- 
tion one inſtance, for the grofineſs and ſingularity of 
it, and ſo conclude the difagreeable repreſentation. 

To ſhew her elegant taſte in this moſt pleaſant enter- 
tainment, and raiſe an opinion of her importance, 
in the polite world, among her tenants and neigh- 
bours in the country, whither the retires for the ſum- 
mer, ſhe always takes with her ſome of her favourite 
performers, who cannot fail to pleaſe perſons who 
never had an opportunity of hearing any better ; and 
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ſometimes even will condeſcend, upon very particular 
occaſions, as when ſhe gives public entertainments, to 
comply ſo far with the taſte of others, as to ſend for 
ſome of thoſe who are higheſt in general repute; 
though her country ſeat is almoſt at the extremity of 
the kingdom ; which makes the expence of ſuch a 
compliment very conſiderable ; for ſhe defrays all the 


charge of travelling, beſides giving a very gentee! 


gratification for the trouble. 

Upon an occaſion of this kind, ſome little time 
fince, ſhe ſent fora muſician of note, to conduR a 
concert, which ſhe deſigned to give her neighbours, 
in the higheſt taſte. The man, finding he had no- 
thing to pay, an unlimited credit being eſtabliſhed for 
him, at every ſtage upon the road, travelled down 
In the higheſt luxury to her houſe, where his perfor- 
mance was alſo rewarded with a very handſome pre- 


ſent. But, whether he thought it unequal to his me- 
Tit and trouble, or imagining that he ſhould never be 


ſent for thither again, reſolved to make the moſt of 
the preſent opportunity ; upon his return he took up 


money at every inn he ſtopped at on the road, upon 
the credit given him, and, where he lay, conſtantly 
prevailed upon one of the compliant females, who at- 


tended, to ſleep with him, for a conſiderable gratifi- 
cation, which he alſo ordered to be c_" to his 


bill, and left for this lady to pay. 


Such an inſult might be thought to merit cher re- 


ſentment; but as the puniſhing of it would open 


ſcenes, which muſt lay her under a neceflity of dif- 
continuing her favourite praftice of ſending for ſuch 


perſons, and expoſe her extravagance and taſte, to. 
public ridicule and cenſure, ſhe thought proper to 


overlook it as unnoticed, and pay the bills, without 
ſeeming to examine. into the particulars of them; 
and to prevent the ſtory's receiving credit, ſhould it 


| happen to be made known, continued to countenance 
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the man, andeven invited him into the country with 
her the next ſummer, when he played her many tricks 
of the ſame kind, —_— he eſcaped ſo eaſily after 
this. 

I have dwelt fo long on the charater of this and 
the former lady, to fave myſelf trouble upon other 
occaſions, as their aQions afford a general repreſenta- 
tion of female life. I mean the lives of thoſe fe- 
males, who, looking upon themſelves as raiſed above 
the reſt of their ſex, by rank or fortune, think it ne-. 
cefſary to ſhew their ſuperiority, by breaking through 
all the rules, which reaſon and religion have eftabliſh- 
ed for their conduR. 

How prevailing the force of ſuch examples i is, the 
inſtances juſt given ſufficiently ſhew. Indeed, ſuch is 
the implicit adoration paid to wealth, ſuch the reign- 
ing paſſion, for joining in what is called good compa- 
ny, and partaking of their luxurious entertainments, 
that, let the rich and great propoſe any folly and vice, 
however groſs and abſurd, as the means of introduc. 
tion to their tables and parties of pleaſure, they will 
be ſure of finding perfons enough to comply with 
their humours. Theſe inſtances are taken from the 
moſt licentious caprices, 'and abſurd vanity of this 
ambition, The former admit of no excuſe; and 
though the latter may beleſs blameable in themſelves, 
and even bear a kind of reſemblance to virtues in ma< 
ny caſes,' the ſucceſs is. not much better, nor ever 
ſufficient to juſtify this ambition in females, to quit 
the ſubordinate ſphere alloted them by nature, and 
ſtrive to make a figure in the buſier and more exten- 
five province of man. 

Nor 1s this the only uſeful inftrution that may be 
drawn from a diſplay of theſe charaQters. It ſhews 
alſo the ridiculous and unhappy ſituation into which 
man falls, when he poorly gives up the reins put in- 
to his hand by providence, and ſubmits to the go- 
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vernment of a woman, whom he was born to com. 
mand. 
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Ci AP. XX. 

An irremediable defe in human policy. The hiftory of a 
moſt eminent perſonage. A new way of paying the debts 
of guardianſhip. A daughter's diſobedience in refuſing 
to comply with more than paternal love. T he hero of the 


tale extras profit from charity, and afferts the rights of 
agency, in defiance of public opinion and ſhame. 


AKE notice of the perſon immediately below 

him, whom [I have juſt given you an account of, 
By his large athetlic make, nature ſeemed to deſign 
| him for ſome of the moſt laborious employments in 
life ; but his genius led him to other purſuits, and 
made him depend upon the ſharpneſs of his mind, 
rather than the ſtrength of his body, for his ſupport 
and advancement in the world, 

The depravity of man makes many employments 
neceſiary in a community, for public ſafety and advan- 
tage, the execution of which is attended with ſo ma- 
ny circumſtances of horror in the puniſhment of un- 
happy delinquents, that no man, who is not deſtitute 
of that ſympathetic tenderneſs which, is the highelt 
honour of his nature, can bear to undertake them. 

This throws them upon perfons, ſpeculatively 
ſpeaking, the moſt unfit for ſuch offices ; whoſe po- 
verty obliges them to practice, every iniquity of the 
profeſſion into which they were firſt initiated by vice, 
and whoſe hearts are hardened by habit, againſt eve- 
Ty ſentiment of virtue and honour, every finer feel- 
ing of nature. 'Thus the hangman, whoſe crimes 
firſt reduced him to take up the horrid trade, conti- 
nues it from diſtreſs, and puts to death wretched of- 
fenders, for fats which he is hourly guilty of him- 
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lf, without compaſſion or remorſe, till he is dete&- | 
ed, and ſuffers the ſame puniſhment from another 
hand. But this is one of thoſe defe&s of human Þo- 

icy, which no human art can remedy, 

In an employment not very diffimilar in its nature, 
though dignified by a leſs opprobious name, has this 
perſon diſplayed his abilities, for many years, to the 
:ftoniſhment of all who have been witneſſes of his 
exploits. There is a myſtery in, ſuch ſcenes too hor- 
rid for repreſentation ; I ſhall therefore paſs them 
over, and barely relate a few anecdotes of his pri- 
nte life, which will ſufficiently enable you . to form 
a judgment of his whole charaRer. 

A man who, from one of the pooreſt employments 
by which a wretched life can be honeſtly ſuſtained, 
came unexpeRtedly to the poſſeſſion of a conſiderable 
fortune, by the death of a relation, who woula have 
ſuffered him to periſh for want of a morſel of bread, 
had ſome way conceived ſuch a confidence in this per- 
ſon, that upon his own death, in a very little time af- 
ter his elevation, he intruſted his orphan daughter 
to his care, together with what he had been able to 
ſave for her, during his ſhort poſſeſſion of his eſtate, 
the inheritance of it paſſing away, for want of his 
having male iſſue, to another branch of the family. 

During the minority of his ward, he took care to 
educate her according to the diretion of her father, 
in adecent, but frugal manner, as the fortune ſhe had 
a right to expe&, was not ſufficient to place her above 
a neceſſity of induſtry and economy ; but, upon her 
coming of age, he was obliged to a& another part : 
He had ſpent: the greater part of her fortune in his 
pleaſures, for, ſtrange to think ! even he had a paſſion 
for the pleaſures of polite life, and was admitted into | 
the genteeleſt company, to enjoy them, without any 
Inquiry into his charaRer or ſtation, while -he was 
able to bear the expence. Such a ſituation muſt have 
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been diſtreſſing to any other man, but the buſineſs of 
his profeſſion ſoon ſuggeſted a method of diſen gaging 
himſelf, which his extenſive principles made no ob- 
zeCtion to his putting in practice. 

On the day, before ſhe was to receive from him the 
fortune, which was the whole foundation of her fu- 
ture hopes in life, he ſhewed no ſigns of uneaſineſs, 
but confidently gave her notice, that he deſigned to 

Pay her the moment ſhe was intitled to receive it, and 
even appointed the other truſtees of the will to meet 
at his houſe, and be witnefles to his punctual execu- 
tion of his truſt, Such a condu@ naturally gave ſatis- 
taftion to every perſon concerned, and entirely re- 
moved fome apprehenfions which they had entertain- 
ed before. But they ſoon found reaſon to change their 
ſentiments again. For, that very evening he took an 
occalion to go through a bye ſtreet, juſt after it be- 
came dark, and when he thought himſelf in no dan- 
ger of being taken notice of, where he rolled himſelf 
in the kennel, battered his head againſt the ſtones, as 
if he had received ſeveral ſevere ſtrokes, and ſcattered 
ſome papers he had in his pocket for the purpoſe, a- 
bout the ſtreet, and then, and in that abuſed appear- 
ance, and with all the ſymptoms of affright and deſpair 
in his looks, ran into a neighbouring coffee-houle, 
where he told the company, that he had been juſt 
knocked down, and robbed of a conſiderable ſum of 
money, which he was to pay the next day. 

Some of them inſtantly went to the place, in which 
he ſaid this had happened, where they found his hat 
and wig, and the papers he had left for them, which 
at firſt gained credit to the ſtory; but when the ge- 
ral tenor of his character, and the circumſtances of his 
being to pay that ſum the next day, came to be con- 
ſidered, the whole artifice was ſeen through, eſpeci- 
ally as he never offered to prove where he had received 
the money, nor r gave any reaſon for his carrying ſuch 
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i ſum about him, the very bulk and weight of which, 
(for he ſaid it was all in ſpecie, to prevent too parti- 
cular an inquiry about bank-notes) muſt have been a 
trouble and ihcumbrance to him ; but barely alledg- 
ed, that he had always kept the money by him in caſh, 
ever ſince he had received it: and if any one exprefſ- 
ed the leaſt doubt of what he ſaid, or defired to have 
theſe particulars better explained, he direQly charged 
them with making inſinuations injurious to his cha- 
raQer and credit, which he threatened to vindicate of 
law. 

Such a menace, from ſuch a man, was not ineffec- 
tual! The injured lady was abſolutely deprived of 
every means of doing herſelf juſtice; and, as the 
poor are ever friendleſs, no unconcerned perſon cared 
to enter into a diſpute with one of his known expe- 
rence, and who was acquainted with methods of 
putting his menaces into execution, which the moft 
innocent might not find it eaſy to guard againſt ; be- 
ſides it was univerſally and well known, that, even 
if the whole affair could be deteRted, he was not able 
to make ſatisfation. 'Thus every circumſtance con- 
curred to give ſuccels to his ſcheme, though not quite 
fo ſmoothly as he could with; and the poor young 
lady, having no redreſs, was obliged to return to the 
low ſtate from which ſhe had ſo lately been raiſed, 
and in which ſhe ſtill lives, a life of ſervitude ; happy 
had ſhe never been flattered with better hopes. 

Bet, though he could eſcape the reach of man, di- 
vine juſtice was not to be. defeated ſo, whoſe ven - 
geance attacked him in ſo ſignal a manner, as plainly 
ſhewed the juſt retaliation of the nereng hand of 
Heaven, 

Seared as his heart muſt be by ſuch a life, to the 
more. general feelings of humanity, nature was not 
quite debauched, and he felt the tenderneſs and fond 
anxiety of paternal love in all its force, for an only 


— 
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daughter, on whoſe education, in all the polite ac 
complithments of the more exalted ranks of life, he 
ſpared neither pains nor expence, ſupporting and 
adorning her in the genteeleſt manner, and taking 
evident delight in laviſhing, on ſuch uſes, all that he 
. could acquire by every poſhble means. 
Such a conduQ, though carried to an exceſs, had 
ſomething ſo amiable in it, that in ſome meaſure it 
| palliated the blacker parts of his charaQer, and eve 
weakened the credit of many of the ſtories told of 
him. But juſt as he was beginning to enjoy the fruits 
of his care, by ſeeing his daughter's eminence in the 
accompliſhments he had taken ſuch pains to teach 
univerſally acknowledged, an event happened, that 
not enly deprived him of that pleaſure, but alfo turn 
ed the merit of all his former fondneſs into the foulcit 
Tepraach. | | 
His daughter was obſerved, for ſome time, to bear 
the appearance of the moſt poignant diſtreſs. When 
ever ſhe was aſked the cauſe of it, by any of het 
friends, ſhe would melt into a flood of tears, not 
would give any other anſwer, than that ſhe was the 
moſt miſerable of human beings. This raiſed a ya 
Tiety of conjeQtures, ſome of which were far from be 
Ing advantageous to her. But at length the ſecre 
was revealed. She flew one day, .in the utmoſt agon 
of diſtreſs, to a lady of her acquaintance, who hac 
ſeemed to ſhew the livelieſt ſenſe of her -grief, anc 
begged her proteQion from the cruelty of her father 


which, ſhe ſaid, was too great to be borne, ever ſinc 


ſhe had refuſed to gratify an impious paſſion whic 
he had long entertained for her, and which had bee 
the motive of all his care and expence in her educa 
tion. | | 

Such ſtories are fo ſhocking to human nature tha 
they are generally doubted ; but his charaQer gav 
| tuch weight to any charge againſt him, that thi 
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was univerſally believed. At firſt he made ſome efforts 
to induce his daughter to return to him ; but ſhe was 
deaf to his ſolicitations, and, halng. deſtitute of 
every other means of ſupport, threw herſelf upon the 
favour of the public, and hves by her {kill in the ac- 
compliſhments, which he took ſo much pains to have 
her taught. This was not only a fevere mortification | 
to his pride, but alſo made him be looked upon with 
ſuch horror and» deteſtation, that he has been ever 
ſince ſecluded from the Jociety of every perſon af . 
virtue or reputation. 

I fee you wonder at the inconſiſtency of ſuch a 
perſons appearing .in the ſituation you ſee him at 
preſent, contributing to.a public charity for the relief 
of the calamities of the poor. To one who can 
look no farther into man, than as he appears at the 
preſent moment, ſuch .a conduct juſtly appears un- 
accountable ; but conſider, that theſe are the only 
places now open for him to mix with perſons of cha- 
rater and fortune : for inſtitutions of this kind make 
no diſtinRion of perſons, but receive indiſcriminately, 
the benefaQions of all who offer. Beſides, a genius, 
ſo ready as his, can turn every a&ion of life to ad- 
vantage, and extraQ profit even from giving charity. 
One inſtance of this kind of addreſs will prove the 
juſtice of this refleQion, and ſhew that in every aQion 
of his life, he really preſerves a conſiſtency of cha- 
rafter. 

Some years ago, the ſea broke over its banks, in a 
diſtant part of the kingdom, and not only laid the 
country waſte for a great extent, but alſo threatened 
the ruin of the whole, .if ſome means were not Im- 
mediately applied to. put a ſtop to it. Such an exi- 
gence required inſtant care; the government ſent 


workmen dire&ly to repair the breach, who were ob- 


liged to ſtruggle with all the ſeverities of the ſeaſon, 
ina moſt inhoſpitable climate, to effe& their work, 
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it being the depth of winter, and the enges ACN 
ing of no delay. 

So ſevere a ſervice naturally excited the conpjeliig 
of this people, 'the moſt humane and generous under 
Heaven, Accordingly a public ſubſcription waz 
opened, to buy warm cloathing for . the labourers, 
thus employed for the advantage of the public, which 
met with ſuch general approbation, that a fund ſut- 
Gcient for that purpoſe was immediately raiſed. This 
perſon, from the reaſon hinted above, was one of 
the firſt ſubſcribers, and appeared moſt ative in pro- 
moting the-ſcheme, offering frequently to undertake 
the moſt troubleſome part of the conduQting of 'it': 
But ſome of them, who were acquainted with his 
charaQer, abſolutely refufed to let him interfere, in 
any manner that ſhould give him the leaſt power over 
the fund. However, as they did not think proper 
to make the motives of this caution public, he took 
'an opportunity, one day, when they were indiſpen« 

ſably obliged to be abſent, to renew his offer, which 
his affiduity and ſucceſs in ſoliciting ſubſcriptions 
gave ſuch weight to, that it was received, and he 
| was appointed to purchaſe and ſend down fome par- 
'ticular articles, that appeared to be immediately 
wanted, to pay for which, five hundred pounds were 
dircRly given into his hands. ; 
" This was what he-had all along laboured for ; ac- 
cordingly, as foon as he received the money, he re- 
mitted of his aſfiduity, and came no more to their 
meetings, never taking the leaſt care about the things, 
for the purpoſe of which it had been given to him. 
-So flagrant an aR of injuſtice raiſed the reſentment 
of every one concerned ; but that he was prepared 
tor, and defpiſed ; and, when they required him to 
return the money, he gave them a bill for his own 
trouble, in which he charged every ſtep he had ever 


: gone, to ſolicit and promote the ſubſcription, and 
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fees of agency for every ſhilling he had received and 


aid in the courfe of it, by which means he ny Fx 


oyer-balanced their demand, 
Bare-faced as ſach an impoſition was, they had no 


redreſs; for he had carefully made his charge ac-. 
cording to the rates of his profeſſion ; and, though 
it had been, always the intention of every one to be- 


tow their labour as well as their money, without any 
lucrative view of return, yet, as he had never entered 
into an aQual engagement, to that effe@, there was 
now no poſſibility of defeating his charge. 

Such an attempt can never be made with ſucceſs a 
ſecond time, as the firſt inſtance raiſes a general alarm, 
However, he {till perſiſts to join in every thing of the 


kind that is propoſed, in hopes of ſeizing ſome ſuch. 


lucky opportunity as he did before. Bur itis eaſy 
to foreſee that he will be diſappointed, for though he 
exerts himſelf ſo ſtrenuouſly, and takes upon him to 
offer his advice and direCtion, as you ſee, the preju- 
dice againſt him 1s ſo ſtrong, that every thing he 
ſays is ſuſpeRed of deſign, every thing he propoſes 
rejeted, even without examining. Nay, ſo ſtrong 
is the deteftation of him grown, ſince this affair 
of his daughter, that ſome ſocieties have refuſed 


him admiſſion, and others even gone ſo far as to 


expel him, in the moſt ignominious manner, from 
among them, 
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them through a medium of ridicule and contempt, 


Porters of public charity, from the beſt of motives ; 
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CHAP. XXI. 
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The repreſentation concluded avith an eminent man-midawife, 


His motives for taking up that profeſſion, with Jome "”—_ 
fortunate anecdotes of his pradice. 


SHALL now preſent you with a charaQer, the 
folly of which is a ſhade to its virtues, and ſhews 


more humbling to human  yOWSYs than the moſt a. 
Irocious vice. 

Obſerve that ſkeleton, that figure of famine, who 
even after a feaſt looks as if he had faſted for a month, 
and was juſt ready to periſh for want. That is ano- 
ther of the principal promoters, and, indeed, ſup- 
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ye, 


his benefaQions always flowing from the benevolence 
of his heart, though too often qualified in the man- 
ner, by circumſtances that throw both the gift and 
giver into ridicule, 

For ſuch is the benevolence of his temper, that, 
not ſatisfied with providing for the wants of the poor, 
he will ſee that the ſupplies which he beſtows are ap- 
plied in the manner he dire&s, which introduces him 
too familiarly into the domeſtic diſtreſſes of the un- 
happy, many of whom would rather periſh for want, 
than make the circumſtances of their wants known: N: 
Nor 1s his fortune only devoted to thoſe uſes, his 
very perſonal ſervice is always ready, particularly in 
ſome caſes, where, unfortunately, a motive of a very 
different nature from his real one is too liable to, 
be miſtaken for it, by the malignant temper of the 
times, 

There is no ſituation of human diſtreſs that calls 
ſo ſtrongly for compaſſion and relief, as child birth. 
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How ſevere then muſt the caſe of thoſe unhappy 
creatures be, who are left to ſtruggle through ſuch 
pangs, unafliſted, unprovided with any of the com+- 
forts, ſo neceſſary to ſupport nature in ſuch a conflia. 

A ſenſe of this ſtruck his humane heart! He felt 
the diſtreſs, and liberally ſupplied the relief. Well 
had he ſtoped here! But fearing that ſuch relief 
ſhould be miſapplied, or inſufficient, he would attend 
himſelf, to ſee that nothing was wanted ; and at 
length to make his afliſtance compleat, learned the 
«b/tetric art, and now neceſſarily has more buſineſs in 
it, as he pays for being employed, by the benefac- 
tions he beſtows, than any one member of the pro- 
feſhon.. 

Laudable as this care and the motive of it are, it 
would have been much'better, had not the ſanguine- 
neſs of his temper hurried him ſo far! had he been 
content to ſupply their wants, and let others, whoſe 
profeſſion it more immediately 1s, adminiſter relief. 


J For now, what a field does it open for ill-natured ri- 


dicule, to ſee a man of his conſequence deſcend to 


W offices, in the ordinary acceptation of the world, fo 


far beneath him ? how eaſy is it to ſay! how eaſy to 


Y be believed, that idle curioſity, or ſome grofſer mo- 


n 


tive prompts to ſuch uncommon affiduity ? 

Nor is the evil of this indiſcretion confined to him 
alone, it refleQs a kind of ridicule upon the very virtue 
It would ſerve ; and makes leſs ſanguine minds refrain 
from the good, for fear they ſhould alſo ſhare in the 
reproach.—Por it is not ſufficient for a man to have 
the teſtimony of his own conſcience for the reQitude 
of his intentions ; there is alſo a debt of appearance | 
fue to the public, to ayoid offence, and inculcate Vir- 
tue by example. 

One inſtance will ilvftrate this, and ſhew the in- 
conveniences of his inconſiderate zeal. 

A poor woman applied to him for relief ſome time 
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before the moment. According to his cuſtom, hs 
ſupplied her neceffities, and took a direion where 
to call and ſee her. The woman, either miſtaken 
herſelf, or tempted by diſtreſs to deceive him, told 
 hima wrong time, which made him come too ſoon ; 
and, as he always made her ſome charitable preſent 
whenever he came, ſhe ſtill found ſome complaints 
to induce him to repeat his viſits. 
_ At length, the frequency of his coming took the 
notice of the alley in which ſhe lived, who could not 
conceive any honeſt buſineſs that a gentleman of his 
'fine appearance could have with ſuch a poor woman, 
in ſo obſcure a place; and, as fuch remarks are al- 
ways improved, ſome friend hinted to the woman's 
huſband, a labouring man, who was out at his work 
all day, and therefore. could not be witneſs of his dil- 
grace, that his wife had zzany improper viſitors come 
to her, and muſt certainly have taken to bad courſes 
to encourage ſuch doings. 
The cuckold in imagination went direQly home, in 
the greateſt rage at his diſhonour ; but the name of 
the viſitor, and an afſurance that there came no other, 
foon pacified him, eſpecially as a ready thought ſtruck 
3 him, that he might turn the good man's humanity 
| to an advantage, of a nature very different from 
what he deſigned; for the fellow was well ſupplied 
a with what is called »10ther-wwit, which want had I « 
ſharpened, and freed from every reſtraint of honeſty, 
He therefore ſullenly told his wife, that it might be I] : 
ſo as ſhe ſaid, but he would have a better proof tnan I | 
Her word for it, and therefore ſhe muſt let him ſee | | 
her viſitor the next time he came, and, as ſhe valued II 1 
her life, aſſent to every thing which he, her huſband, F ] 
| 


ſhould do or fay. 

The readineſs of her conſent encouraged him to 
open his deſign to her, which her nuptial obedience 
and hopes of gain, made her not only give into, F 1 
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but ſhe alſo improved the ſcheme to a certainty of 
ſucceſs. 

The huſband accordingly, having prepared ſome of 
his aſſociates, placed them ' properly the next time 
the gentleman went to viſit his wife, who immediately, 


upon: his coming into the room, began to cry out, and 
implore hts aſſiſtance. 


Though the buſineſs came a little inconveniently up». 


on him, as he was full dreſſed, he would not deſert 
her in her diſtreſs, but direaly ſet about giving her 
the neceſſary aſſiſtance, in the hurry of which, ſome 
unlucky ſtoop burſt the ſtring that tied his breeches be- 
hind, and down they fell about his heels. 

Though this diſaſter diſconcerted him a good deal, 
the cries of his patient would not give him time to ad- 
juſt himſelf, but he was proceeding in his buſineſs, 
with the moſt anxious afſliduity, when in ruſhed the 
huſband, with a ſtroke that felled him, tettered as he 
was in his breeches, to the ground. 

The ſcene was now changed ! the woman, no lon- 
ger in labour, cried only for revenge, on the baſe man 
who attempted her wartue, as the witneſſes preſent at- 
teſted, they had heard her before, and now caught 
him in the very fat; which the poſture he was in, 
and above all, the circumſtance of his breeches, too 
ſtrongly confirmed, to the croud whom the noiſe had 
drawn together. 

Terrified almoſt to death, at the threats of the enra- 
ged huſband, who could hardly be held from taking 


perſonal vengeance that very moment, and ſenſible of 
the conſequence, ſhould public fame catch hold of 


ſuch a tale, the poor criminal threw himſelf on his 
knees, and, convinced that all vindication of his 1inno- 
cence would be in vain, beſought only a compoſition 
for his offence. 

This was juſt what the parties wanted ; but ſill to 
increaſe his terrors, and enhance the price of his ef- 


/ 
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cape, ſuch difficulties were raiſed, as made him plad 
to yield to any terms they could impoſe ; and accord- 
ingly, he not only purged himſelf having done any 
actual diſhonour to her huſband, for the intention they 
would not admit him to controvert, but alſo made fa- 
tisfaftion to his reſentment for the attempt, with 1oo/, 
for which, as he had not ſuch a ſum immediately 
about him, he gave a draught on his banker, and 
waited in dure/e, till the arrival of it releaſed him. 

This misfortune made him more cautious for ſome 
time : but he begins to forget it now, and goes on 
 ewith his Buſineſs as before. One thing indeed he takes 
ſufficient care about}, and that is, that the waiſt of 
his breeches is properly ſecured: for ſo ſtrong is 
the impreſſion, which that accident made upon him, 
that he never walks a dozen ops without pulling 
them up. | 

You ſee moſt of them begin to nod, I ſhall there- 
fore, draw the curtain here, and leave them to their 
nap, with this obſervation, that a few ſuch examples 
as the clergyman, and many of the kind there are, 
particularly eminent in this exalted virtue of charity, 
in both the ſexes, are ſufficient to take off the preju- 
dice which the others muſt excite, and to preſerve 
the proper reſpe& to the principles they propoſe to 
imitation. 


ApvenTuREs OF A GUINEA, 231 


hoteokothctots chothcto 6 heh Sokoth oth hoe che $2 hath th 
CHAP, XXU . 


Some account of the officers of the charity, Their care of 
themſelves. They fall out about the diviſion of the 
ſpoil. A terrible uproar is appeaſed by a demand of ge- 

 neral concern. The conciſe manner of paſſing public ac« 


compts. Chryſal changes his ſervice. 


HEN I had taken a ſufficient view of the go- 

vernors, [ had leiſure to turn my obſervations 
to the ſervants of the ſociety, whoſe behaviour raiſed 
Y an indignation too ſtrong to be exprefied by words. 

If the governors feaſted they paid for their feaſting ; 
but the ſervants feaſted no leſs, and were paid for it ! 
nor was this enormity confined to this day : their 
whole time was one continued fcene of it, and much 
the greater part of the contributions of the public 
was proſtituted to this abominable abuſe ; while the 
poor, for whoſe relief they were given, too often 
languiſhed in want of the meaneſt neceſlaries, the fund 
being inſufficient for their wants, and the luxury and 
wages of their ſervants. 

1 was diverted from theſe refleQions, by an uproar, - 
in one of the private apartments of the houſe, where 
ſome of the ſuperior ſervants had got together over a 
bottle of wine, to ſettle their reſpeCtive dividends of 
the ſubſcriptions of the day. I call them ſervants, for 
that is the proper appellation of all who ſerve for 
hire. As I was yet undiſpoſed of, to any particular 
perſon, I had it in my power, as I have told you be- 
fore, to range through the whole territories of the ſo- 
ciety, to which I belonged, and therefore flew to ſee 
what might be the cauſe of this riot, in ſo improper 
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a place, where I was witneſs, to ſuch a ſcene, as al. 
moſt tranſcends. belief, | 


* At the wpper end of the table ſat the zrea/ſurer (for | 


it would be a reproach to the pooreſt ſociety, to have 
fewer officers than the ſtate) with his accounts before 
him.-- After a bumper, to the ſucceſs of the charity, 
«© Mr. Steward, ſaid he, our ſubſcriptions have been 
*« ſo good this year, that I think we may venture 

« to enlarge our ſalaries, a little ; for laſt year they 
< were really ſcarce worth a gentleman's accept- 
oY ance.” 

. «© That is true (replied the ſteward) and I belies 
«© we may enlarge the houſe allowance too, for, upon 
« the preſent eſtabliſhment, It is hardly enough for 
« the days we meet here, and will not afford any 
« thing to carry home, to entertain a friend with, 
« asa gentleman would dellire : It is but ſwelling ſome 
© of the fick articles, which at preſent are ſcarce above 
« the conſumption, When 1 was overſeer of the pa- 
« riſh, we managed things better. We then lived 
« like gentlemen ; Nay, I remember when I was 
« church warden, that we ſpent an whole ſummer, 


«« jaunting about the country, in purſuit of a gentle- | 


«© man, who had a child ſworn to him, for fifty ſhil- 
« lings which he had been ordered to pay, till the 
«« bill of our expences came to 15/. and yet no-body 
«« could ſay againſt it : So that it is our own fault, if 
© we do not live well.” | 


« Right (joined the apothecary)nor was the ap* 


<«<-pointment for medicines any way ſufficient. Had 
«© half what the phyſicians preſcrib'd been given, there 


«© would have been nothing to be got by the con-| 
© traQt.”—"* How, Mr. Apothecary (returned the | 


*© cook, with a ſneer) nothing to be got! pray, was 

*« not all you got clear gain? I am ſure, from the 

«* benefit received by the patients, there did not ap- 
: 


— 
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i« pear to have been any thing above brick duſt, or 


« rotten poſt, in any of the ſtuffs they took !”? 

«© Pray S—S—<Sir (ſtuttered the apothecary, in a 
© rage) w—wh—what's that you ſay ?? who m—m— 
« made you a judge of medicines ?*?—** Not you, LI 
* thank God, Sir (ſaid the cook) as my-health ſhews. 
* But I have good reaſon for what I ſay ; for though 
« I put gJouble the quantity of meat in my broth, L 
« could not prevent the people's dying, nor make 
« the few who recovered, able to go out in twice the 
«© uſual time. S—S—Sir, ?*tis all a d—d—damn'd 
« lie, their d—d—dying was occaſioned by the p— 
«« p—poorneſs of the b—b-—broth, and the badneſs 
« of their p—p—proviſions, and not by the w—w— 
« want of medicines; and 1'll prove it, Sir : and 
«© how you ſup—p—p—ported your family on the 
«© m—m—meat that ſhould have been d—d—drefled 
« for the fick !?——<+*< You'll prove it, Sir! Take 
* care that you do! Gentlemen! take notice of 
« what he ſavs! This is ſtinking at my character 3 


£4 and mult affe&t my bread.” 


| 


«« That is true, Mr. Cook (ſaid the ſecretary, who 
« had been an attorney's clerk) and whatever ſtrikes 
« at a man's characGer, ſo as to affe&t his bread, is 


« attionable.? —— + B—-b—bur, Sir, he attacked 


*© my cha—cha—charatter ficſt, and PII b—b—bring 
* my aGion too.” — ** So you may, vir, (replied the 
« lawyer) the ation will be on both ſides”—The difſ- 
pute had hitherto been kept up with ſuch heat, that 
the company could not interpoſe a word to pacify 
them, but the mention of the law made it every one's 
concern in a moment.——** Silence, Gentlemen ſaid 
*« the treaſurer, raiſing flowly his auguſt bulk, and 
** ſtriking his hand upon the table) Silence, I ſay, 
*« and Jet me hear no more of this brawling. Mr. 
* Cook! Mr. Apothecary ! what do you both mean ? 
** to diſcover the ſecrets of our ſociety, and to blow 
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« -us all up at once? You both heard me ſay, that 
«« every thing which was wrong, thould be adjuſted! 
*© could you not wait for that, without falling into 
**© this indecent, this unprofitable wrangle ? As for 
«© you Mr. Secretary, the 'leaven of your profeſſion 
«© will break out, it 1s ſufficient to infe&t the whole 
«© maſs! 1s this your promiſe, your oath ? To follow 
«+ your buſineſs, and do as you are ordered quietly 
«£ and implicitely, without meddling any farther, or 
6k perplexing us with the tricks of your former trade ? 
«© But it was 1n vain to expect it. A lawyer can as 
«© well live without food, as without fomenting 
«© quarrels, and ſetting his neighbours together by 
«© the ears : Bring an attion indeeed ! and fo betray 
«© our myſtery, to the impertinent remarks of coun- 
«« ſcllors, and the ſcoffs of templars and attorneys 
& clerks. Let me hear one word more of the kind, 
«© and this moment I Ceclare nff all connection, and 
«© leave every man to ſhift himſelf. Our general 
* oath of ſecrecy, atteſted under our hands, ſecures 
« me from information, as it would invalidate the 
« teſtimony of us all.” 

With theſe words he turned about, to leave the 
room, wnen the ſteward, catching him by the breaſt, 
pulled him into his chair, and holding him down, by 
main force, addrefſed him thus : Good God, 
«© Sir! what do you mean! to take notice of the 
«« warmth of madmen, who know not what they ſay : 
«© you, Mr. Treaſurer, have mov'd in a higher ſphere 
«© of life, and ought to be above ſuch-things. You 
<< were not raiſed from cleqning the ſhoee of a petti- 
« fogging attorney in whoſe drudgery you loſt your 
« ears! from being ſcullion in a nobleman's kitchen, 
« or ſervant to a mountebank, to diſpenſe his packets 
«« to the mob ; you were not raited, 1 ſay, from any 
« of theſe ſtations to the rank of a gentleman, by 
« this office, and ſhould be above taking offence at 
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« the low lived behaviour of ſuch creatures, who 
« know no better.” &« Nor w—w—w—was I full 
« handed ten-times b—b—bankrupt,” 'interrupted 
the apothecary, (as he would have done ſooner, had 
rage left him power of utterrance) ** that b—b— 
« being unable to get credit any |—l—l—longer, 
«© came from cheating the p—p—p—public, to 
« cheating the p—p—p—poor ! nor a C—C—Cc— 
© caſt off, worn out, p—p—p—pimping footman, 
* whoſe dirty ſervices w—w—w—were rewarded 
« witty this place.” 

This made the madneſs, general, and they were 
juſt going to proceed to blows, when the porter en- 
tered haſtily, and told them the committee were ad- 


journed to their chamber, and had ſent for their ac- 


compts, to ſit upon them dire&ty. 
This brought then all to their ſenſes, and TION 
them friends - ina moment. ** Gentlemen (ſaid the 


« treaſurer) we have all been too hot, all to blame 


* let there be no more of it ! let us agree among our- 
«« ſelves, aud we may defy the world. ” 

Upon this a general ſhake of the hand put an end to 
the whole conteſt, and they procceded to buſineſs, as 
it no ſuch thing had ever happened, unanimous in 


their endeavours to cheat the public, and fatten on. 


the ſpoils of the poor, 

By that time the committee had ſinoaked a pipe, 
and drank their coffee, the accounts were laid before 
them, over which they nodded a few moments, and 


chen paſſed them without exception. 'The next thing 


was to pay the ſalaries of jhe officers, in which diſt.ai- 
bution it fell to my lot to be given to the chaplain. 
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